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ON THE COVER: WWII 75mm Howitzer Motor Carriage
M8.
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, APRIL 6TH, 2017 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!

Military Transport Association
MTA March 2nd, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President
Randy Emr at 7:30p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and
Moment of Silence initiated the meeting.
The minutes of the previous MTA meeting were
approved as they appeared in last month’s newsletter.
The following January 2017 Treasury Report was
presented by Jack McDevitt:

Note: Randy has received positive feedback thanking us for
being good stewards of the money and appreciates the
spending freeze for now as we re-evaluate the cash flow of
the club.
New Member – Taras Terlecky, volunteers with URHS & has
been on the Toys for Tots train for several years.
Membership – Fred Schlesinger – received 10 to 15
st
renewals last month. After January 1 we should be
assessing a surcharge but we haven’t done so yet. The
sooner you can renew, the better!
Railroad Operating Battalion – John Sobotka/Carolyn
Hoffman – There will be an Armed Forces Day event at
th
Whippany Railway Museum on May 20 . There will be
several pieces of railroad equipment to being used from the
URHS collection to display military vehicles and supplies.
The MTA would like to have several small military vehicles to
put on flat cars to be pulled on trains. At 12:00pm there will
be a train ride free to MTA Members/Volunteers for the day.
In honoring active military personnel, they will be presented
with a gift bag and thank you items. The MTA would also like
larger military vehicles to display on the grounds. Morristown
& Erie is donating their crew and equipment for the day, all
profits to be split between MTA and Whippany Museum to
offset deficit from Operation Toy Train this past year.
April Swap Meet: Bill Murphy reports all the clerical work is
being done behind the scenes…Food handler license and
event permit are in. All the ads are ready to go to print. Show
is April 22 & 23, 2017. Carolyn has been pushing the
Facebook page and will begin “drip marketing” starting this
week. Jack McDevitt and Randy will be “patrolling” the
campground to ensure everyone camping has a camping
permit/poster. Andy will be running security overnights – will
need a few people to help each evening.
Show Signs – Need people to take signs to promote
the Swap Meet. Desperately need a large vehicle to park at
Chatterbox – if anyone can help please email the list. Will
also need a smaller vehicle (Jeep preferably) to be placed
st
inside the Chatterbox on April 1 through the show dates.
UPDATE: NEED A WORK CREW AT THE CHATTERBOX
ST
ON APRIL 1 …Vinny Schwartz’s 5-ton will be taken to
the Chatterbox to promote show…and yes this cream puff
of one sweet ride is for sale and one can take delivery at the
show! Need help building a fast frame and hanging the 2

show signs!
th
th
ALSO: On April 15 or 16 need help to set up
display tent at fairgrounds…open for times and the day
to make it easier for you to help. Please contact Randy if
you can help!
Quartermaster Report: Gary Schultz reports he is ordering
100 new t-shirts for the show with logo and American flag,
also has about 40 older design t-shirts from last year. He will
have a discussion about club member shirts after the Swap
meet.
Newsletter No Report-Outstanding as usual
Upcoming Events: Pat Dolan reports the Intrepid in NYC
contacted Peter Schindo regarding Fleet Week and asked
for the MTA to provide 3 vehicles for Sat & Sun over Memorial
Day Weekend on their pier. Currently, the MTA is still working
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out prices, tolls to be paid, etc. The Intrepid would like a
WWII, Viet Nam and one current vehicle. It will be possible to
do one day or the other. Pat will coordinate with the Intrepid.
Randy has spoken with them in the past, there are various
restrictions to be aware of…more information to follow.
Fred Castenschoild reports that the NJ Triumph Association
and MTA joint Veterans’ Car Show at Lyons Hospital on July
th
8, 2017 for the 6 year. Veterans vote on their favorite
vehicles, have giveaways and goodie bags for all the vets.
Club has voted to donate $500 to the event again. In the past
we purchased a television for them for their community room.
The MTA needs display vehicles for the event. Please email
randyemr@aol.com.
John “JP” Parrinello reports date for Wheelers for the
th
Wounded event in Hardyston NJ on August 26 . John
Sobotka & JP to coordinate on a date to run the train for the
Lyons Vets again.
JP also reports VA Hospital in NY State has asked
Wheelers for the Wounded to run an event. He needs to find
property to be able to do trail rides near Beacon NY. Further
information will be coming!
Meeting adjourned.

defrosters. Having just moved from the “city” to the “country”
he saw at the auction something that was referred to as an
Army wheel barrel and so he bought that as well, figuring it
would be handy in the garden. When he got that army wheel
barrel home I adopted it, and it became my favorite toy.
Everyone referred to the wheel barrel as a rolling garbage can
as it look like and was about the same size as a corrugated
garbage can cut lengthwise with two wheels and a handle
mounted to it.
Since I was small enough to fit inside it at the time,
my older brother used to give me rides around the house and
up and down the driveway in my new OD Chariot! My new
ride had lots of Army lettering on it that I did not understand at
the time.
One of its features I liked best as a kid were the
quick-release wheels. I remember thinking that I was a
mechanic and would put a five-ton floor jack under my
“Rolling Garbage Can” and make believe I was changing the
tires. This was easy, as all you had to do was pull out the
lynch pin and pull up on the retaining lever…then the wheel
and tire would slide off the axle.
At the time, we never really knew why the Army
would make such an unusual wheel barrel and had no idea
what its actual purpose was. Our little rolling garbage can
soldiered on for many years as the family gardening wheel
barrel until by the mid 1970’s it had entirely rusted out in the
middle. I was told to throw out my little cart, but instead I
thought I might someday figure out what the little cart was
really used for and restore it, so it sat in the basement for
many years collecting dust and more rust.

My First Military Vehicle:
The M9A2 Paracaisson
By Gary Schultz
(Reprinted from January 2005 MPM)
Back in the mid 1960’s, when I was a kid, there were
not a lot of military vehicle collectors around. My father
seemed to have caught the OD (olive drab) bug long before it
was popular and he had several OD painted GPW/MB Jeeps,
a GPA, a DUKW and a GTB Bomb truck that he used as a
wrecker. I caught the OD bug as well and it has stayed with
me ever since.
Sometime back in the late 1950’s my father had gone
to the Bayonne Ship Yards in NJ for a surplus auction.
Amongst the many unusual items he bid on and won was a
crate of 200 6-volt windshield heaters for jeeps. He sold these
heaters for many years to Volkswagon “Bug” owners as they
also were 6-Volt and were known for having poor heaters and
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Forward ahead about 15 years later…Many of you
that were in the MVPA back in the late 1980’s may remember
the famous Malahcheck Auction in Borden Town, NJ. This
was an estate sale auction, the likes of, which many of us will
never see again. The estate sale was held on a site that had
several large fields. The previous owner of the property had a
huge liking for Army surplus items. At the sale were original
WWII Blimp gondolas, several dozen surplus WWII vehicles,
including jeeps, Dodges, 1-ton Chevys, WWII Army buses
and several staff cars, not to mention…tank transports, Army
flatbed trailers and various other types of trucks.
I remember opening up one of the Chevy 1-ton panel
trucks to find it stuffed from floor to ceiling with over 100
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original 1940 baseball catcher’s mitts! As we walked around
the fields we noticed a pile of corrugated steel sheets and
round end plates stacked up next to a huge wooden Tee-Pee
(that the previous owner actually lived in!). Upon closer
inspection my father realized that these were disassembled
versions of the Army wheel barrel that he remembered buying
in the 1950’s from the Bayonne shipyards. We unfortunately
had to leave the sale early and did not have time to wait for
the auction bidding to reach this pile of corrugated steel and
plates, but we were pretty sure we knew they were for the
little wheel barrel we had saved.

With the help of MVPA and MTA Founder Dennis
Spence, we were introduced to the Executor of the estate
several months later and we were permitted back onto the
site to hunt for what we believed were the remnants of several
M9A2 Paracaisson kits that we saw at the auction.
Well, to our surprise…we were able to find one nearly
full M9A2 parts kit plus the original assembly tool kit buried in
the bushes along with several scattered parts from other kits.
Some of the original packaging on the components were
dated 1945 from Rock Island Arsenal. We loaded up our trunk
with 500 lbs of M9A2 parts, paid for our purchase and we
were off.
Now, with the parts that we had found in the field,
plus the help of photos and descriptions of the complete
assembly, which we found in the TM-9-319 (April 1944)
“75mm Pack Howitzer Manual”, we were now able to piece
together what our little wheel barrel was for.
The M9A2 was meant to be the airborne ammo cart
for the 75mm Pack Howitzer. With the manual photos in hand
we were now able to see how the upper and lower halves of
the toy I played with as a kid was originally assembled.
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We now have one complete M9A2 Paracaisson with
all original inner brackets, clips, parachute bands, internal
braces, tool kit and tow straps. Because most of the parts we
found at the auction site were never assembled before and
well preserved, we now had all the original nomenclature and
parachute attachment markings on our unit.
It took about 6 months of sanding, painting and
reassembly of the parts, but as you can see from the attached
photos, the end result is a complete restoration of my first
military vehicle!
My M9A2 now joins my ‘45 GPW at local parades and
MTA events in our area. Needless to say, my little Army
“wheel barrel” always generates a lot of questions from
interested spectators.

Below is more detail on the M9A2 and the airborne
drop 75mm Pack Howitzer system: All info is taken from TM9-319. For delivery by parachute from the C-46 and C-47
airplanes, the 75mm pack howitzer with the 75mm pack
howitzer carriage M8 is disassembled and packed inside
airdrop load crates. Nine paracrates loads are required for the
parachute delivery of the howitzer and 18 rounds of
ammunition. The howitzer is divided into seven loads and the
ammunition is divided in two loads. Three of these loads
comprise the door load, which is pushed from the door of the
plane and the remaining six loads are dropped from the
parachute racks beneath the airplane. To insure safe landing,
it is desirable to drop these loads at a minimum altitude of 600
feet. The door loads are dropped first, followed by the
parachute rack loads beneath the plane.
Note: The early paracrates and paracaisson were
made of wood. By late war most crates were made of
corrugated metal as seen in the photos.
The component parts of each of the nine loads was as
follows:
A) Paracrate Load M1:
 Front trail assemble, lifting bar, drawbar,
front and rear braces.
 Total weight: 317 lbs.
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Military Vehicle
Show & Swap Meet

• Vehicle Parts
• Web Gear
• Canvas
• Uniforms
• Military Vehicles
• Radios
• Patches
• Medals
• Toys

april 22-23, 2017
Rain or Shine!

At the Sussex County NJ Fairgrounds

✪ Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. ✪
Spectator Admission: $5, Kids 12 & under and People in Uniform, Free!
Vendor Check-In
Friday
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday
6:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Indoor Tables &
Outdoor Spaces
Available
Vendor Contact Info
Fred Schlesinger
58 Bunnvale Road
Califon, NJ 07830
908-617-5066

Email: spaces@mtaswapmeet.com

★ Spacious Vending Areas Inside & Out!
★ Delicious Hot Breakfast & Lunch available
★ MOTOR POOL area with Military Vehicles
For Sale. FIND your vehicle & join the hobby!
★ Informative Military Exhibits & Re-enactors
★ Special Events on Sunday for all
★ Heated Bathrooms & Free Hot Showers
★ Onsite Camping - with water & electric hookup.
★ Pre-Registration required (fee)

Sussex County Fairgrounds
is located at 37 Plains Road,
Augusta, NJ

(Vendor registration begins Jan. 2, 2014)

NO Live Firearms
or Ammo

Visit our Web site for more information

http://www.mtaswapmeet.com

The MTA is an MVPA afﬁliated club

B) Paracrate Load M2:
 Rear trail assemble, trail hand brake, axle
and traversing assemble
 Bore brush, spare parts, caster wheel,
wooden tool box.
 Total weight: 291 lbs.

article, was constructed of steel and was designed to carry its
accessories and ammunition to support the 75mm Pack
Howitzer in an airborne assault. There was also the M18
paracaisson that was constructed of aluminum and was used
by the Airborne Artillery units to air drop 75mm ammunition
for the M8 Airborne Pack Howitzer.

C) Load M3:
 Bottom Sleigh and recoil Mechanism,
aiming circle with case, lifting bar.
 Total weight: 319 lbs.
D) Paracrate Load M4:



Cradle assembly, top sleigh.
Total weight: 300 lbs.

E) Paracrate Load M5:



Barrel tube and crate.
Total weight: 279 lbs.

F) Paracrate Load M6: (wood):



Breech assembly, telescope with mount and
crate.
Total weight: 179 lbs.

As with the M9A2, the M18 was air deployed via
parachute as a cylindrical container. The container separated
into two parts: the cart bottom and the top cover. The top
cover was a simplified version of the cart bottom. The top
cover was discarded after assembly. When the M9A2/M18
was deployed, the wheels, tow handle and cables were stored
inside of the container. The M18 could carry 18 rounds of
ammunition in cardboard storage containers.

G) Paracrate Load M7:



Two wheels and parts.
Total weight: 202 lbs.

H) Parachest Load M8 (wood):


I)

Ammunition, 10 rounds in individual fiber
containers.
Total weight: 270 lbs.

Paracaisson Load M9 (Wood) later designation M9A2
(steel).




Paracaisson top and bottom with wheels and
handle parts.
Ammunition, 8 rounds in individual fiber
containers.
Total weight: 281 lbs.

J) Total weights:
* Nine parachutes 207 lbs.
Total weight of nine Paracrate loads including parachutes:
2645 lbs.
Note: The 75MM Pack Howitzer in the picture is owned by
MTA Member Ray Bentley

The M18 Air Borne Paracaisson Cart
By David Steinert
There were actually three types of airborne
paracaissons carts produced during WWII. The M9,
constructed of wood, the M9A2 as described in the previous
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 5

April 2017

The cart itself weighed 134 pounds, and its para drop
weight was 312 pounds. The cart weighed 534 pounds when
it contained 18 rounds of ammunition.

The 75MM Howitzer Motor Carriage M8
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

The 75 mm Howitzer Motor Carriage M8 was a selfpropelled howitzer vehicle of the United States developed
during World War II. The first design for a close support
howitzer on an M5 tank chassis was the T41, which had the
howitzer in the hull front. This did not progress past the mockup stage as the crew would not have been sufficiently
protected and design work started on the T47. It was
developed on the chassis of the then-new Light Tank M5
(Stuart VI). The prototype was designated the 75 mm
.
Howitzer Motor Carriage T17E1 It had the standard M5 turret
removed and replaced with a larger open-topped turret; as a
result, the drivers' hatches had to be moved from the hull roof
to the glacis plate. After a mock-up had been produced, it was
ordered into production as the 75 mm Howitzer Motor
Carriage M8.

had a crew of four; commander, gunner, driver, and assistant
driver/loader. When the M8 was in action, the commander
positioned himself at the antiaircraft machine gun and
directed his crew, the gunner sat in the turret on the right side
of the howitzer, the assistant driver/loader moved up from his
seat in the right front hull, and the driver stayed at his
position.
Due to the usage of a new turret, the crew hatches in the
hull roof for the driver and assistant driver/loader were deleted
and replaced by a pair of vision flaps in the glacis. Since the
glacis hatches were too small to disembark through, these two
crew members had to leave the vehicle through the open-topped
turret. The driver and assistant driver/loader were provided with
periscopes for visibility. In November 1944, the Ordnance
Department gave the M8 the name General Scott, after American
general Winfield Scott.

The armament of the M8 consisted of a new opentopped turret armed with a 75 mm M2 howitzer, later a 75 mm
M3 howitzer. The M8 carried 46 rounds of 75 mm ammunition;
11 rounds at the right rear of the fighting compartment, 20 rounds
at the left rear of the fighting compartment, 9 rounds in the left
hull sponson, and 6 "ready" rounds stored between the driver
and assistant driver's positions. The most common types of
ammunition carried were the M89 white phosphorus shell and the
M48 high explosive shell. Unlike the standard M5 light tank, the
M8 featured no hull-mounted or coaxial Browning M1919A4 .30
caliber machine gun. A Browning M2HB .50 caliber machine gun
with 400 rounds was mounted on the right rear corner of the
turret for local defense and anti-aircraft purposes. For selfdefense, the vehicle driver was provided with a Thompson
submachine gun, while the other three crew members were
issued M1 carbines.

The M8 was based upon the Light Tank M5, but
incorporated several changes. Like the Light Tank M5, the M8
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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The 75 mm Howitzer Motor Carriage M8 was assigned
to the Assault Gun Troops of Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadrons in order to give them close support against enemy
fortified positions. The high elevation (40 degrees) of the
howitzer was useful for hitting enemies emplaced on the sides of
hills. The M8 was used in the Italian Campaign, the Western
Front, and in the Pacific Theater of Operations by the US Army
and on the Western Front by the French Army. It was also used
by the French Union and State of Vietnam during the First
Indochina War. It stayed in French service until the 1960s and
saw service in Algeria.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
Free: One military footlocker - wood with steel cornices; 13" x
17"
x
30";
painted
black;
otherwise
in
good
condition. Delivery can be arranged. Bill McKelvey, 908464-9335 or wjmckelvey@hotmail.com .
For Sale: 1946 ¼-Ton Bantam Trailer, no rust, parade
ready, complete with tarp, asking $900, 1939 Chevy
Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good
running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300.
I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade
ready. Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard
top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop
seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include three
new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell#
973-476-9544.
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members- Axle Flange, Rear,
No Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/ Inspection
Plate; Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter Bushing, No Motor
Plate, Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole,
w/ Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/
Motor Plate, w/ Threaded Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud for PTO; Call
Robert 201-226-9289, Saddle Book, NJ. Call Robert 201-226-

9289,Saddle Book, NJ.
For Sale: Full set of M35A2 wheel and 9.00 x 20 NDT tire
take-offs. I have a quantity of 12. Tires are fair to poor
condition, but good for spares or trailers. Mix and match any
quantities for $50 each or b/o. Call or email Rich: 732-2361159, r.pascale1@verizon.net (3/16)
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From projects to
ground-up Restorations and everything in between!
Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 7

April 2017

Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
th
will be held on April, 6 2017
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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