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ON THE COVER: One of the over 80 military vehicles on
display at this year’s MTA Military Show and Swap Meet.
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morning hours were dismal showing no improvement in the
weather and initially light attendance.
As late morning approached, the cloudy skies began
to brighten and the aisles in the Richards Building became
quite crowded. Business seemed to be increasing amongst
the vendors as their frowns turned to smiles.
By lunchtime, the light rain and intermittent sprinkles
returned, but it did not seem to affect the attendance as the
Military Vehicle Display Field was quickly filled with over 80
display vehicles and swarms of enthusiastic onlookers.
By 1:00pm, a long line was forming at the food
pavilion, as Al “Cookie” Mellini orchestrated his kitchen staff in
quickly preparing food for both the hungry public and the
starving MTA workers.
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, MAY 4TH, 2017 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!

Military Transport Association
MTA April 6th, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes
The Newsletter Editor never received the
meeting minutes from the April MTA meeting.

Preliminary After-Action Report on the 2017 MTA
Military Vehicle Show
By David Steinert
It’s too soon for a final post mortem review of this
year’s 2017 MTA Military Show and Swap Meet, but the
preliminary reports point to another successful event for the
MTA.
nd
Saturday, April 22 , the first day of the show, began
with early morning clouds and a light drizzle. At the time,
there was an overall concern amongst members working the
show and vendors participating in the show that this was
going to be the year that bad weather was going to have a
negative effect on the public attendance. The early midMTA of NJ Newsletter

The intensity of the attending public seemed to
increase as the afternoon hours approached and remained
steady right up to the closing hours of the show. Reports from
participating vendors were that sales were brisk with some
complaining they should have brought more inventory with
them.
Sunday turned out to be an absolutely beautiful day
as far as the weather was concerned, but the crowd was
much lighter despite the nice weather. A casual walk around
the show grounds was disappointing in that many of the
display vehicles had left Saturday night and so had many of
the vendors. One of the attractions that was also missing this
year was the numerous WWII vehicles and re-enactors that
we have had in previous years.
The one successful attraction of the show on Sunday
was the annual Truck Pull, which was well attended with
tremendous competition among the participating teams. This
is always a popular event and seems to grow bigger every
year.
Despite the light attendance on Sunday, the
preliminary financial numbers show that the event was
successful in that we collected $13,733 in gate admissions,
$7,615 in vendor spaces and $578 in popcorn sales. There
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are still some outstanding invoices to be paid and we haven’t
received the overall financial proceeds or debts from the food
concession.

Sometimes we put so much emphasis on a show
being a success based on finances that we don’t see other
aspects of the show that make it successful. I’m always
encouraged by the uniqueness of our show in its large
attendance of families with young children who seem
enthusiastic in seeing the olive drab vehicles presented, the
historical artifacts sold and the respect that we show as a club
for all our veterans. That is where the MTA is also
successful…in planting seeds for future generations.

The event took place at noon on April
23rd as part of a larger Military Swap-Meet
and
Vehicle
Show.
One
of
the
event
organizers, Randy Emr, a local military
supporter and fundraiser with the MTA was
brought to tears seeing the Army, Boy Scouts
of America Pack 188, Law Enforcement, local
gyms,
and
general
team
assemblies
come
together for laughs and fun in order to
support a great cause.
The Special Operations Group broke the
last reported record on the Truck Pull with a
time of 13.9 seconds to pull the 20,000lb
historic military truck a distance of 100
feet. The previous record was around the 16
second range, states Randy Emr. The Boy
Scouts came in as a very close second with a
time of 15.4 seconds with a little help from
a couple of their friends in SOG who
tactically inserted themselves behind the
truck for a boost.
Mark Farsi, Warden of the County Jail,
cordially welcomes any other Law Enforcement
teams to come and try to take the trophy next
year; all in the name of camaraderie and a
good cause.
Sussex
County
Sheriff
Mike
Strada
thanks our service members, veterans, their
families,
and
the
event
organizers
for
allowing the Sheriff’s Office to be part of a
great event in support of the community.
Press Release by SGT Michael Scuzzese

And if you missed the Truck Pull…
SUSSEX COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS: AUGUSTA, NJ
The Sussex County Sheriff’s Office,
Bureau of Corrections Special Operations
Group (SOG) participated in a fundraising
event
hosted
by
the
Military
Transport
Association, Inc. 501c4 (MTA) in order to
raise funds and awareness for local Family
Readiness Groups and soldiers in the Army
National Guard 143rd Transportation Unit.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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The Evolution of the Military Jeep Trailer-Part I
By David Steinert
Prior to WWII, the American Bantam Car Company,
located in Butler, Pennsylvania, experimented with a design
of an economical trailer that could be used as a camper or
utility trailer for commercial use. Two versions were available:
One had twin side windows which could be covered with
folding awnings, and the other had flat side panels with small
windows on the front quarter panels. Advertised for use as a
camping trailer or as a utility trailer, it contained 95 cubic feet
of usable space, had a 750 lb. capacity and measured six feet
10 inches long inside. The Bantam Trailer Sales Company
was organized to handle sales for the $159.50 trailers, but
those sales never materialized. No mention of the trailer was
made after 1938.
As the United States entered WWII in 1941, the need
arose for a small cargo or utility trailer as a companion for the
military jeep. During 1942 a quarter-ton trailer design was
standardized
and
designated
"TRAILER,
CARGO,
AMPHIBIAN 1/4 TON."
By 1943, this trailer was being produced by both
American Bantam and Willys Overland. It’s unknown what
company did the initial design of the trailer, but most people
credit Willys Overland. The story is that Bantam was given the
design and a contract to make the trailers, to make up for its
loss of the 1/4-ton light reconnaissance vehicle contract.

simply dropping its "landing leg" located just behind the
lunette. A mechanical "pushbutton" release hand brake kept a
BT3 or MBT from accidentally "rolling into combat."

Willys-Overland produced nearly 60,000 of their Model
MBT trailers. American Bantam produced 73,569 of the
Bantam T-3. There are subtle differences between each
company’s versions. The some of the trailer design
differences are listed below:


Shock Absorber & Shock Mounts:
Willys MBT: Willys used a Flat Washer and Cotter Pin
to hold their trailer's shock absorbers (Monroe shock
absorbers) onto the SMOOTH stud of the Shock
Absorber Mounting Brackets (the same as on their
MB Jeeps).
Bantam T-3: Bantam used a Flat Washer and Nut to
hold their trailer's shock absorbers (Gabriel shock
absorbers) onto the THREADED stud of the Shock
Absorber Mounting Brackets.

The Bantam model number was BT3 or Bantam Trailer 3 (also called T3), while Willys used MBT or MB Trailer. The
BT3 and MBT trailers consisted of a sheet metal construction
cargo body welded to a separate frame. When the two floor
drain plugs were sealed shut, the trailer became amphibious
and could be either motored or man-handled across rivers or
bodies of water. The trailer's single axle was supported by
conventional leaf springs and direct acting shock absorbers.
Towing was accomplished by means of a lunette receiver
hitch used in conjunction with the military pintle hook that was
mounted on the rear of most military vehicles of the time
period. The trailer could be parked in a near level position by
MTA of NJ Newsletter



Axles: 3 types: 1) with a cast housing in the
center (Willys early), 2) with a center seam (Willys
late), or 3) Solid (Bantam):
Willys MBT: Early WWII Willys built jeep trailers were
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the only ones to come with a 2 piece axle (actually 3
pieces, 2 tubes joined in the center by a heavy cast
coupler). Willys later went to a single piece axle with
a welded seem in the middle of the tube.
Bantam T-3: Bantam always used a one piece axle (A
design that Willys shortly switched to as well); solid
tube (no seam), spot (button) welded to hubs.


Data Plate Stampings:
Willys MBT: Willys only stamped the Month - Year of
delivery on their trailer's data plates.

The data plates is found on the front panel of the
trailer, facing the outside. It is on the driver’s side close to the
outside top. It is held in place by 4 screws or 4 rivets. The
data plates are often missing. The Nomenclature plate has
the vehicle identification information including; the
Manufacturer (Willys, Bantam or other Co), the Model (MBT
or T-3), the Serial Number, and the Date of Delivery (Date of
Manufacture). This is the actual trailer manufacturer serial
number. These Data Plates were made out of Brass, Pot
Metal, Steel, and Aluminum. Be very careful removing paint or
straightening dents on your data plates because valuable
information about your Jeep Trailer can easily be destroyed in
the process. There were 4 versions of the text on the Trailer
Data Plates. Two each for Willys and Ford. Two each Early
QMC, 2 each Late ORD.
Willys MBT: The plate on the underside of the left
front spring hanger bracket on frame does not have a
"B" stamped into the metal under the serial Number.
2. THE FRAME
The frames for trailers were also sometimes stamped.
One source of of stampings are from ACM, the manufacturer
of the body tub/frame unit that all the companies built their
trailers on. Another souce for some of these stampings are
from rebuilders. Typically there are 3 places to look on your
trailer frame. See pic below to help you in locating the areas
to look in.
Location #1 & #2 may have the rebuild serial numbers

Bantam T-3: Bantam stamped the Month - DAY Year of delivery on their trailer's data plates.
Bantam's DASH Mark was a numeral '1' stamp turned
sideways. If you are lucky enough to have your Jeep
Trailers Data Plates with a Day stamp, you can use
the Jeep & Trailer Day of Date of Delivery Calculator
to determine what day of the week your Trailer was
made on.



Frame Serial Number Plate: The Willys MBT and
Bantam T3 Trailer serial numbers are usually difficult
to locate. MBT's and BT-3's had trailer (vehicle) Serial
Numbers stamped in 2 places.

stamped into the outside face of the frame in approximately
3/8" high numbers. Location #1 & #2 are not factory locations
for stamping the serial numbers. It appears that the military
stamped the numbers there on some trailers to make it easier
to determine the serial number. Many trailers that went to the
PTO (Pacific Theater: Japan, Korea, Guam, Philippines)
came back with numbers stamped in the alternate locations.
These could have been stamped during the Korean War, or
Vietnam War or ? .
Location #3 is UNDER the trailer. This is the ACM serial
number. The ACM serial number was stamped directly into
the frame or support bracket. Bantam trailer ACM serial #'s
start with a "B". You will have to crawl under the trailer, lay on
your back, and look up at a triangular piece of metal bracing
the frame. This brace is about 5" x 6", and the ACM serial

1. THE DATA PLATES ON THE FRONT BODY PANEL
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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5. Springfield Wagon, Fayetteville, Arkansas (T6 Trailer)
6. The Checker Cab Mfg Co, Kalamazoo, Michigan (T-1
/ CCM-12 Trailer)
7. Adam Black (T-3 Trailer)
8. Strick Co., (T3 Trailer)
9. Utility Trailer, City of Industry/Southgate, CA, (N-1
Trailer)
10. The Transportation Equipment Co., Detroit, MI - (T1
Trailer) - Data Plate - front view
11. Spen (USMC 1944).

numbers are stamped into it. The number is stamped under
the left front spring hanger bracket on the frame.
Serial numbers located in #1 & #2 should match data
plate serial number on the body. The serial number in position
#3, is the Tub Mfg.'s (ACM) number, and not the Trailer Serial
Number. The numbers are closely correlated. Closely, but not
exactly matched. Mr. C. Lutz is keeping a database on the
relationship of these two serial numbers.
Bantam T-3: The plate on the underside of the left
front spring hanger bracket on frame does have a "B"
stamped into the metal under the serial Number.


Cross Members:
Willys MBT: Willys used 4 frame cross members.
Bantam T-3: Bantam used 3 frame cross members.



Tail Light Manufacturer:
Willys MBT: Willys used Tail Lights made by
Corcoran Brown (C-B) Corp.
Bantam T-3: Bantam used Tail Lights made by
ARROW Corp.

The 1/4 ton Bantam and Willys trailers (MBT / T-3)
used the same type of black out lights as the WWII Jeep.
However, switching between normal and blackout lights on
the jeep pulling the trailer did not affect the status of the lights
that were running on the trailer. The trailer had its own light
switch mounted to the front passenger side box frame.
Specification

Result

Body type

Cargo

Weight Net (lb.)

550

Weight Payload (lb.)

500 (Off road spec.)

Weight Gross (lb.)

1050

Loading height (in.)

22

Ground clearance (in.)

12.5

Tread (in.)

49

Tires Ply

6

Tires Size

6.00 x 16

Brakes

Hand parking only

Towing tractor

Truck, 1/4-ton and 3/4-ton,
4x4

Shipping dimensions (cu. ft.),
(sq. ft.)

141, 42

To be continued…

Also, in the next issue of MPM read about the Military
Technology Museum right here in New Jersey.

Trailer will float with 500 pound
load,
with 6 inches freeboard
There were a few other small contracts handed out in
1945 to other lesser known companies who copied the
Bantam T-3 design:
1. Gemco Eng. & Mfg. Co. Inc. (T-1 Trailer)
2. Pacific Car & Foundry Co., Renton, WA
3. Converto Manufacturing Co., Cambridge City, IN. (T6 Trailers & T-7 Navy Tailgate Trailers)
4. Fruehauf Trailer Co., Detroit, MI. (T-1 Trailer)
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
Free: One military footlocker - wood with steel cornices; 13" x
17"
x
30";
painted
black;
otherwise
in
good
condition. Delivery can be arranged. Bill McKelvey, 908464-9335 or wjmckelvey@hotmail.com .
For Sale: 1946 ¼-Ton Bantam Trailer, no rust, parade
ready, complete with tarp, asking $900, 1939 Chevy
Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good
running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300.
I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade
ready. Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard
top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop
seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include three
new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell#
973-476-9544.
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members- Axle Flange,
Rear, No Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/
Inspection Plate; Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter
Bushing, No Motor Plate, Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell
Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts;
Bell Housing, M-38A1, 10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, w/ Threaded
Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud for PTO; Call Robert 201-2269289, Saddle Book, NJ. Call Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle
Book, NJ.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From
projects to ground-up Restorations and everything
in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
th
will be held on May, 4 2017
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.

Page 8

May 2017

