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MTA 2017 Officers and Staff 
 

President- Randy Emr 
Tel: 973-219-4499                    Email: randyemr@aol.com 
 

Vice President- Dennis Vecchiarelli 
Tel:  973-338-9497                     Email: dvecc907@gmail.com 
 

Sergeant at Arms-Scott Fleck 
Tel: 908-391-2777                       Email:smokin_diesel62@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896 
 

Parade/Event Coordinator-Peter Schindo 
Tel:201-456-4071                         Email: info@peterschindo.com 
           

Membership Chairman-Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          Email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
         

Recording Secretary-Vinny Schwartz 
Tel:  973-635-2404                     Email: vsaws@optonline.net 
 

Newsletter Editor-Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 Email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Web Master-George Wagner 
Tel: 973-927-7616                 Email:wagnergm@verizon.net 
 

2017 Sussex Show Chairman-Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                       Email: ch2112@gmail.com 
                                         

Alternate event ,Holiday Party Coordinator- 
Brent Weaver 

Tel:201-841-1269                        Email: Bweav10@gmail.com 
 

Czar of Electronic Media Communication- 
Brad Kerber 

Tel:973-632-9834                          Email:bkerber@optonline.net 

 

ON THE COVER: The M38A2 Jeep of MTA Member Frank Shane. 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD… 

At Sven Johnson’s Family Farm in Green Township, 
NJ on Saturday, August 12th. See Page 6 for 
information and directions. 
  

Military Transport Association 
 

The MTA July 8th, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
(The Editor never received the minutes from the meeting, but 
here are some pictures from the meeting at Lyons Veterans 
Hospital) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Oh, by the way, there were also a lot of Triumphs at the 
show… 
 

 
 

A fun time was had by all! 
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                                                                        PART I 

 
 
 

20-20 HINDSIGHT 
By Harold “the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg 

 

One of the disadvantages of being an Old Geezer is 
that you can look back over the years and see all the 
mistakes you have made and now wish that you could have 
the same opportunities all over again. But that is not to be. 
The water is already over the dam, and under the bridge and 
all you have is your 20-20 hindsight. I call it the "shoulda’, 
woulda’, coulda’ " syndrome, or "if I had only known," or "what 
if" etc, etc, etc. As examples of what I mean, I submit the 
following. 
M-48 Jeep Dashboard mounts for .30 MG and BAR-- Back 

in 1971, an ad appeared in 
Shotgun News. You could 
buy the entire unit, dashboard 
mount, ammo can bracket, all 
attachments, yoke, etc., in a 
GI crate, for $24.95. Of 
course, I waited till the price 
went up to $75.00 before I 
bought mine. Present value is 
about $700 plus, if you could 
find one all complete. 

Leather Scabbard for M1 Carbine----One day an old friend, 
John Vetter, called me and told me he had found a man on 
Canal Street in New York City, who had the M1 scabbards, 
NOS, in the crate for $15.00 each. I wisely (?) invested a 
whole 15 bucks and bought one. Present value in NOS 
condition is $200 or more. 
Early Jeep Tire Rims, 1942----When I bought my very early 
(March 1942) Ford jeep back in 1972, it had some funny 
looking civilian type rims. I wanted to have the cool looking 
military split rims. So I sold off the original "civilian" type rims 
for $10.00 each. How much would they be worth today on 
eBay? 
Government Issue M1 steel helmets----In the early days, 
the old M1 helmets were all over the place at $5 to $10 each, 
complete, even Paratrooper helmets. Then someone wrote 
the first book on development and variations of the helmets 
and liners and the prices took off. Present values of a good 
original-$75 to $200, or more, depending on markings. 
Cart, Hand, M3A4, Utility-The little handcart that was used 
by Airborne troops to haul their heavy machine guns or 
mortars. An old friend, Ted 
Bromage, called and said he 
had found a surplus dealer 
that had the handcarts for 
$75.00 each. I really wanted 
to have one, but figured that 
the only place I could keep it 
would be in the woods 
behind the house and it 
would just rot away there, 
except to maybe pull it behind the jeep in parades. So I 
passed on the deal. Present value is from $2000 to $3000 or 
so II hear. Ouch! 

Jeep Tow Bars, in the wooden crates----An old friend, Jack 
Tenson, showed up one day in his CCKW with ten or twelve 
tow bars in the original wooden crates with all the attachment 
devices and the wooden blocks, (used to tie the tow bar to the 
grill when not in use) packed inside. He asked if he could 
store them in the woods behind my house until club members 
got them from him at $10.00 each. I bought one and 
squirreled it away in my garage attic and the rest of the tow 
bars eventually sold off. About fifteen years later, I put my tow 
bar up for sale ($495) and a collector from the Netherlands 
bought it. The buyer could hardly wait to send me the money 
and have the wooden crate picked up from me by truck and 
then flown to Holland, where I am sure it still reposes in its 
original wooden crate. I wonder what that pile of tow bars in 
the crates would be worth today. Oh well! 
 

 
 

Military Bicycles in wooden crates----At a rally at Sarafan's 
one year, a man showed up with GI Columbia bicycles in 
wooden crates, for $80.00 each. Each bike had the Army 
serial number stamped on the bike frame. I bought one, 
uncrated it, and hung it from the ceiling of my garage. It sold 
about fifteen years later for about $200.00 as I recall. 
Six volt Sirens, decontamination devices, motorcycle tire 
pumps, GI spot lights, tail lights, and other GI equipment- 
---could be found at the antique car flea markets like Hershey 
for five or ten or twenty dollars. Nowadays, if you find 
anything that is painted olive drab, you would think that they 
are gold plated by the price that dealers are asking. (I looked 
for but never did find an original Jeep horn, and I carried 
around a photo of one to make sure. I wonder what happened 
to all the 640,000 horns produced during WWII?) 

So my friends, these are examples of the deals I 
passed up many years ago as recalled by my 20-20 hindsight. 
Now if I had only had 20-20 foresight at the time, think of the 
money I could have made in the hobby. Of course, I would 
also have needed unlimited funds (which I did not have) to 
invest in the stuff, and a storage facility (which I did not have) 
to keep it all out of the weather for years, and the patience 
(which I did not have) to sit back and wait for the hobby to 
develop. 

When you think about it, such opportunities are 
available today. The Viet Nam War collecting is getting more 
popular, with books being written about the equipment, and 
Desert Storm cannot be far behind. All you need now is the 
20/20 foresight, unlimited funds, the storage facilities, and the 
patience, and don't forget, the good luck of making a right 
decision of what to buy and hold to. 
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DO YOU KNOW HOW OLD 
YOUR U.S. ARMY M1 HELMET IS? 
By Harold “the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg 

 

Most of us Military Vehicle Collectors like to dress up 
our vehicles, and ourselves, with suitable uniforms or 
equipment that go with the age of our vehicle. It is very 
important to some of our members to be "correct" in every 
way. I am kinda’ like that myself. 

 

 
 

So you will frequently see one of the old M1 helmets 
on the seat, or hanging from the windshield of a military 
vehicle, or perhaps sitting on the top of our heads. But how do 
you know that it is "correct" for your vehicle or uniform? I will 
try in this article to give some general pointers that will help 
you identify the approximate year of your helmet. 
1941-----July, the helmet was adopted as a standard and 
manufacturing started in July. The first helmets were made of 

a single piece of 
Hadfield Manganese 
(whatever that is) by 
stamping and trimming 
to shape. It had 
stainless steel fixed- 
loops or fixed bale 
loops welded to the 
sides of the helmet for 
the khaki colored chin 
straps. To this shell a 
thin piece of stainless 
steel was applied by 

spot welding to form a rim, with the rim ends butted together 
in the front of the helmet. Stainless steel was used to make 
the entire helmet non-magnetic, so it would not affect the use 
of a compass by the solider using it. Olive drab paint, mixed 
with ground up cork, was used to create a rough non-
reflective appearance. 

1942-----October, a flexible chinstrap loop replaced the fixed-
loop, which tended to break easily under the rough conditions 
of soldiering. 
1944-----October, the 
butt of the rim was 
moved to the back of the 
helmet. In addition, the 
rim was also made of 
Hadfield manganese, 
because it was found 
that paint did not stick to 
the stainless steel rim. This led to a shiny reflection when a GI 
was trying to sneak around in the bushes. Not good at all. 
1944-----November, the color of the chinstrap was changed 
from the early khaki color to a darker olive drab and there 
were no further changes for the rest of the war. For WWII, 
about 22,000,000 (that's 22 million) helmets were produced 
by two different companies. The completed M1 helmet body, 
manufactured in only one size, weighed approximately 2.25 
pounds and measured about 0.037 of an inch thick, 9.4 
inches wide, 11.0 inches long and 6.9 inches deep. 
 

 
 
1951-----Along came the Korean Conflict, and production was 
resumed. The exterior paint was mixed with sand instead of 
cork, which made it a little smoother. The paint was also a 
little lighter in color. Also at this time, a quick release strap 
was incorporated which consisted of a small metal ball that 
would pull through the two metal hooks at the end of the other 
strap to prevent the GI from being injured by nearby 
explosions that could blow the helmet from his head. The 
chinstrap would release at the force of fifteen pounds. 
1966-----About this time, production incorporated a new chin 
strap fastener (clip) at the end of each strap so that the strap 
could be replaced in the field with a screwdriver or knife 
blade, instead of having to be sewed on the helmet. 
1968-----The color was changed from OD 319 to Munsell 10y 
with a sand mix. What this means is that the helmet was more 
brownish in color.  
1973-----Final production provided for a web cotton nylon chin 
strap with a web chin cup, kinda’ like paratroopers had. The 
length of the straps was adjustable on both sides. 
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1988-----The final specifications for paint color was changed 
from the brownish Munsell 10y paint to olive drab #34087. 
(Now there is a color us military vehicle guys can understand. 
It is the WWII military vehicle color. How about that? (in 
1988?) 
 

 
 

So, I am hoping that the above will help a little bit to 
determine the date of your helmet. If you want more 
information on your helmet or liner, there are at least two full 
sized -books with lots of photos available that will help you 
nail down the information you are looking for. Give me a call 
and I will fill you in on details. 

 

 
 

Helmet liners are not covered in this dissertation. 
There are so many manufacturers, changes, and variations 
that they go way beyond a short piece for a newsletter. 

 

 
…and a MTA member who did not make it to lunch! 

 
Last month’s Treasury report: 
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please 
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 
973-347-9091. 

 
For Sale: 1939 Chevy Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, 
rear, good running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, 
$300. I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom 
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.

 
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade 
ready. Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard 
top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop 
seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include three 
new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell# 

973-476-9544. 

 
Willys Jeep Parts Free to MTA Members- Axle Flange, Rear, 
No Wheel Studs; Bell Housing, 1949 Willis Truck, w/ Inspection 
Plate; Bell Housing, CJ-3A, 10 Hole, 3/8” Starter Bushing, No 
Motor Plate, Inspection Hole Cut in Side; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 
10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, ½” Starter Bolts; Bell Housing, M-38A1, 
10 Hole, w/ Motor Plate, w/ Threaded Clutch Cable Hole, w/ Stud 

for PTO; Call Robert 201-226-9289, Saddle Book, NJ. Call 

Robert 201-226-9289,Saddle Book, NJ.

 
For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle?  From 

projects to ground-up Restorations and 
everything in between! Check out: 

WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:dsteinert@optonline.net
http://www.militaryvehicles.com
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0044072/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0056197/
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Military Transport Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Saturday, August 12th  
12:00PM at Sven Johnson’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0093058/
http://www.mtaofnj.org



