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ON THE COVER: Civil War veterans (wearing Grand Army

of the Republic uniforms) inspect an M1 Combat Car at
the 1939 World's Fair in New York.
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 2ND, 2017 AT THE WHIPPANY AMERICAN LEGION,
LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY
AT 7:30PM. GET THERE EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER
ITALIAN DELICACIES!

Newsletter – Dave Steinert thanked Harold Ratzburg for his
article and to Carolyn Hoffman for taking the minutes.
TV & Movie Shoots - Jack McDevitt reports that there were
several MTA Member’s Deuces used recently on a movie
shoot in Nassau County. Chris Tamburro’s mule was used
on another shoot.
MTA Archives – Gary Schultz reports he is looking into
digitizing old reel-to-reel MTA Club movies for preservation.
He is gathering quotes now.
Upcoming Events:
Saturday, October 21 - John Traflet reports the town of
Butler to do Toys for Tots collection including counting and
bagging to be donated to Operation Toy Train on October 21.
Thursday, November 2 - MTA Meeting – Vote to raise the
dues – All members encouraged to attend. Membership dues
are currently $20 Individual and $25 for Family. Please see
“Pro’s and Con’s” further along in this newsletter – Choices
are $25/$30 or $30/$35.
Also, Randy Emr will discuss the plans for the
Veterans Day Parade in NYC.
Sunday, November 5 – Veteran’s Parade and Ceremony –
Sussex County Fairgrounds.
Monday, November 6, 12 pm - YMCA Wyckoff Luncheon for
Veterans. Please contact Andy Sternick.
Saturday, November 11 – Veterans Day Parade in NYC –
Contact Pete Schindo or Randy Emr to be included.
Rail Road Operation Battalion – John Sobotka reported
that the Toys for Tots meeting was held on October 4. There
rd
is a conflict with the December 3 trips as the M&NJ Railroad
cannot staff a crew for December 3. The current schedule is
nd
to run the NYS&W trip on December 2 , and M&NJ
th
th
December 10 . December 9 will be the annual Morris
County trip from Rockaway to Flanders with a different set of
train cars. Still working on details, but we will still run the train!
For the Good of the Club – John Sobotka’s son-in-law was
st
promoted to Sgt. 1 Class!

Military Transport Association
The MTA October 5th, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes
MTA President Randy Emr called the meeting to
order with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and a moment
of silence for those serving our country.
A motion to accept minutes, John Sobotka,
seconded by Pat Dolan.
Treasurer’s Report:
Balance Last Month:
Income:
Expenses:
Closing Balance

$36,016.05
$920.94
-$320.62
$36,576.37

We will continue to “tighten our belt” to ensure we have the
cushion we need for the show and other operating expenses.
A new MTA Member in attendance at the meeting– Panos
“Pete” Diamandopoulos. Welcome Pete!
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The Pros for Raising the Membership Dues to $30/$35
By Randy Emr
The current membership dues are $20.00 for an
individual, and $25.00 for a family membership, or significant
other and kids under 18.
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I am writing to let you know why I think we need to
raise it to $30.00 for an individual membership and $35.00 for
a family.
It is simple, the newsletter costs the MTA $28.00 per
member for printing, processing and postage. So, every new
member we get, we are in the red at least $8.00.
By raising the membership dues to a number that still
keeps us in the red, makes sense. Think about it…It is time to
at least cover the cost of the newsletter. That is the lowest we
can have the dues.
Almost ALL new members we get from the annual
show never attend a monthly meeting or continue their
membership. But they get a newsletter all year. I think we
should NOT push for new members at the show. I think we
need to push for members that WANT to be in the club, and
dues paid by ALL current members should at LEAST cover
the cost of the newsletter…It’s pretty basic.
The meetings cost us over $300.00 a month. The
annual picnic at Sven Johnson’s and ALL the other things we
do cost money. This is a no brainer to me. I am asking You
ALL to support the 30/35 plan today! And come and VOTE for
it at the NEXT MEETING!
If someone does not join the MTA because they think
the membership dues at $30 or $35 are too much is a silly
argument and not based on reality.
We are NOT here to make it EASY to be a member!
That stuff does NOT fly with me and never has! Many
members of the organization know what we do and who we
are! BEING A MEMBER OF THIS CLUB HAS AN
OBLIGATION TO IT... AND ALL WE STAND FOR! We are a
REAL 501c4 and WE SUPPORT OUR BELEIFS! There are
CAR clubs for guys and gals that want to do nothing and sit
by their vehicles in a parking lot! THAT”S NOT US! Let’s
cover the basic cost and move forward!

we should be proud of. As a club we have a variety of
expenses and various channels of income, which both have
expanded since I joined in 1979.
I will be voting for modest increase of 25% dues to
$25 individual $30 for family membership. I believe in trying to
keep dues as low as possible as we do have other forms of
controlling expenses while increasing revenue. Dues are like
taxes, overtime they always go up, but they never seem to go
down.
However, if you decide to vote we encourage all
members to take an active role in guiding the MTA’s future in
managing both revenue and expenses while maintaining our
core values of preserving military vehicles and
history. Please be sure to come to the next meeting on
November 2nd and voice your concerns and your vote!
Sincerely,
Gary Schultz

On Saturday, October 21st, several members of the
MTA gathered at the MTA’s box car to repaint the outside and
organize the interior of the car. (I’m sorry if you can’t see the
box car in the picture below, the crew did a really great job
with the new camo scheme).

The Cons for the Raising Membership Dues to $25/$30
By Gary Schultz
Dear MTA Members,
We have a motion from the Executive Committee to
raise dues from the current $20 individual membership and
$25 family membership for the first time in several years.
We have two proposals on the floor. The first
proposal would raise the dues by 25% to a new individual
membership of $25 and a family membership of $30. The
second proposal would raise dues by 50% for new individual
membership fee of $30 and a family membership of $35.
Having been a long time member of the MTA since
1979, I can appreciate all the club has done to support our
hobby and local charities, while keeping dues low. And I am
confident we can continue to do so.
I am amazed how much the club has done in the last
few years to raise our treasury to the current $35,000
range. Those of us who have been in the club a long time
have seen the club prosper with a typical balance of $3000 to
$4000, sometimes less. So even considering inflation, I
applaud the effort‘s that have gone into the significant
increase in the club treasury over the last several years.
A club never lives just on membership fees
alone. We do so much for our members and our communities
MTA of NJ Newsletter

The members who were present were, John Sobotka,
Carolyn Hoffman, Jack Pellington, Ken Gardner, Elen
Gardner, Patrick Gardner and Al “Cookie” Mellini supplying
coffee and donuts.
Great job guys! The MTA thank you for your efforts!
The Recent California Fires Hit Close to Home
By David Steinert
A few members of the club recently received the following
email from MTA Life Time Member and Trustee Peter Berendsen,
who retired with his wife Sally to California over 12 years ago.
“Hello Friends:
I have been reading your messages but have been
too occupied to reply. Sunday night a friend alerted us to a
fire nearby. We looked out the window to see an advancing
wall of flame. We grabbed our passports and the dog and left.
We saved nothing. If we had time we would have grabbed
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computer backup drives, checkbooks, good paintings, rare
books, old family photos, sterling silver, etc. But all of these
were lost. Traumatic escape with driving through flames on
both sides and live burning debris on the road. We passed
burning vehicles on the road out. Pretty scary business. A
sheriff deputy took me to the property Tuesday but the whole
area is still closed to all but emergency vehicles. With several
hundred homeless we were lucky to find an available
apartment which we leased and moved in today. We are
adjusting…
Barn contained vehicles and are a complete loss.
Maybe a few steel tools can be salvaged but I no longer have
a use for them.
Peter and Sallyann”

The National Defense Act of 1920 set tanks as the
responsibility of the infantry and the general staff defined the
purpose of tanks as the support of infantry units. Light tanks
were defined as weighing five tons or less – so they could be
carried by trucks – and medium tanks no greater than 15 tons
to meet bridge weight limits. With very tight restrictions on
spending, tank development in the U.S. was limited to a
couple of test vehicles a year. The mechanization of the army
was promoted by General Douglas MacArthur (Chief of Staff
of the US Army) who believed that the cavalry should have
tanks for an exploiting role rather than acting in support of the
infantry. To allow U.S. Army cavalry units to be equipped with
armored fighting vehicles, the tanks developed for the cavalry
were designated "combat cars".

Before Peter and Sally retired to California, Peter
lived in Florham Park and had a convoy of military vehicles.
Before moving, he sold a couple of his vehicles, one being a
1944 Willys MB Jeep, which I was fortunate enough to buy
and proudly drove for over 12 years. Unfortunately, I had to
sell it a couple of years ago. Peter took quite a few of his
vehicles to California with him, which he stored in the barn on
his property.
A more recent email from Peter details the condition
of the vehicles after he was able to return to his home and
evaluate the damage.
“Hi Harold and Friends,
Yes, share my message with any of our pals who
might be interested. The '45 MB might be salvaged, the
M38A1 has damage and the M37 is destroyed. MBT and
M416 trailers are badly damaged.
The steel barn is intact but badly burned with warping
and paint burned away.
These are only possessions -- we were lucky to
escape with our lives - the people a couple of houses
adjacent died. We are recovering and trying to cope. We are
now learning about cleanup rules, hazmat, selling property vs.
rebuild and insurance matters. All in all, l'd rather put my feet
up and read a good book.

In the mid-1930s, the Rock Island Arsenal built three
experimental T2 light tanks inspired by the British Vickers 6ton tank. At the same time, they built a light tank similar to the
T2 for the cavalry – the T5 combat car. The only major

Best regards to all of my MTA friends.
Peter”
Our prayers are with Peter and Sally during this life
changing tragedy. We thank God that they escaped without
any personal injury…for without life the enjoyment of our
hobby would not exist.

The M1 Combat Car, officially Light Tank, M1, was a
light tank used by the U.S. Cavalry in the late 1930s and
developed at the same time as the infantry's very similar M2
light tank. After the Spanish Civil War, most armies, including
the U.S. Army, realized that they needed tanks armed with
cannons, not merely vehicles armed with machine guns, and
so the M1 became obsolete.
MTA of NJ Newsletter

difference between the two was that the T5 used vertical
volute suspension while the T2 had leaf springs as on the
Vickers. The T5 was developed further and the T5E2 was
accepted for production as the "M1 combat car".
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The M1 entered service in 1937. A change to the
suspension so that the idler wheel rested on the ground
("trailing") increased the length of track in contact with the
ground and improved the ride. Together with a different
engine and improved turret, this produced the M2 combat car.
In 1940, the distinction between infantry and cavalry
tank units disappeared with the establishment of the armored
force to manage all tanks in the U.S. Army. The "combat car"
name was superfluous, and the cavalry unit tanks
redesignated the M1 combat car as the "light tank M1A1" and
the M2 combat car as the "light tank M1A2".
The M1 and M2 combat cars were not used in
combat by the U.S. Army during World War II; though some
were used for training purposes.
Variants




M1 – The original variant. Eighty-nine built.
M1E2 – The prototype for the M1A1
M1A1 – A new octagonal turret instead of a D-shaped
one; increased distance between the wheel bogies;
constant mesh gears; 17 were built in 1938.

T7 Combat Car was a prototype United States light
tank design of the interwar period. It could run on rubber-tired
wheels on roads or mount tracks for cross-country use.
Although adequate in some areas, it lacked armament
compared to contemporary vehicles and the project was
cancelled after only one was built.




M1A1E1 – Prototype of the M2 combat car. The
engine was replaced by a Guiberson T-1020 diesel.
M2 – New Guiberson diesel engine and trailing idler.
Thirty-four built.

Development
In November 1936, the US Army's cavalry branch
decided to modernize and needed a fully armored vehicle,
capable of keeping up with the cavalry and of fulfilling regular
combat duties. Prohibited from developing tanks by the
National Defense Act of 1920 which defined "tanks" as the
responsibility of the infantry, the phrase "combat car" was
used as a legal formality. The T5 Combat Car had been built
on similar lines to the infantry's T2 Light Tank, leading to the
M1 Combat Car. After the T4 Combat Car had been tested,
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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the Ordnance Committee recommended working on a roadtrack convertible tank design. The T6 Combat Car design was
cancelled but in November 1936 the Chief of Cavalry ordered
that work continue on designing a convertible tank.
Designed and built at the Rock Island Arsenal
between 1937 and 1938, the T7 Combat Car was based on
the M1 Combat Car but with an extended chassis and a
convertible suspension – the ability to travel using wheels or
tracks. Theoretically, it was more versatile than a
conventional tank, having the ability to move with and without
tracks on roads, much like the Christie designed tanks. The
main gun of the project was traditional – one .50 cal
(12.7 mm) M2 Browning heavy machine gun and three .30
caliber (7.62 mm) M1919 machine guns. However, this
armament was useful only against infantry, and was
inadequate for use against other tanks of the period.

four rear wheels were powered and were equipped with
brakes. The two front wheels were steerable when driving
without tracks. Since the vehicle weighted only 11 tons, it
could go as fast as 56 km/h on its tracks and 85 km/h on its
wheels.
Another advantage was that the external suspension
components saved a lot of space inside this small vehicle.
The crew consisted of the tank commander, driver, and
gunner. The rear wheels were attached to bogies and the
construction was generally similar to commercial 3-axle trucks
of the period. As a tank, it was not ideal. However, its simple
and more promising design was much better received than
Christie’s designs.

Testing

Description
Since the vehicle was – like the cavalry – expected to drive as
much or more on the roads as off, the design featured a
wheel-track layout capable of both modes. Given the
limitations of that era, it was expected the tires would have
greater durability over roads than the tracks themselves.
The US Army had already tested and dismissed
Christie’s all-steel road-wheel design. In order to avoid that
failure, the Combat Car was designed using three big roadwheels with rubber tires that also served as rollers. All six
wheels were 38x7 inch pneumatic tires with bullet resistant
tubes and were fitted with metal disc supports to help reduce
the chance of bullets or shrapnel piercing the tires, potentially
disabling the tank.
The vehicle was powered by a 7-cylinder radial
engine Continental R-670, producing 250 horsepower. The
MTA of NJ Newsletter

The only prototype T7 Combat Car (No. W40223) was
shipped to Aberdeen Proving Grounds in August 1938 for testing.
While it showed good speed and performance, cavalry branch
representatives were not significantly impressed. Tests were
delayed until 1939, but they were reasonably successful. The
vehicle even participated in the First Army maneuvers at
Plattsburg, New York in 1939, where the cavalrymen liked it.
However, in October 1939, the cavalry branch formed
new requirements for their combat vehicles which specified
regular tracked (not combined) suspension. The reason for that
decision was that the tracks were already available in reasonable
quantity and quality and thus there was no need for the
complexity and higher cost associated with convertible vehicles.
Furthermore, the heavy machine gun was determined
insufficient for the role. The ongoing war in Europe at the time
proved that, in order for a vehicle to be successful, it needed a
proper cannon. In October 1939, despite its potential, the
Mechanized Cavalry Board recommended further development
and test of the T7 Combat Car program, and all other such
convertible vehicles, be canceled. Thus ended the last wheeltracked combat vehicle development for the U.S. Army.
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call
973-347-9091.
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original
with 1 pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with
one practice round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden
ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in
trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933
WANTED: Replica .50 Cal Machine Gun. Please call Rob Cassin,
cell 914-382-5929.
For Sale: 1939 Chevy Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear,
good running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300. I have
many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @ 973-6279448.
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade ready.
Recently repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard top, spin on
filters, and full vinyl cargo cover with bows / troop seats and it's a
drop side. Tires are like new and include three new spares. This
truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell# 973-476-9544.

For Sale: Looking for a military vehicle? From
projects to ground-up Restorations and
everything in between! Check out:
WWW.USMILITARYVEHICLES.COM

MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
nd
will be held on November, 2 2017
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany.
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