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ON THE COVER: A MedEvac version of the UH-1D “Huey” with
a “Dust Off” medical team rescues a wounded American soldier
in during the Vietnam War.

MTA 2018 Officers and Key Committee Heads
President- Al Mellini
Tel: 973-723-2166

email: albert.mellini@gmail.com

Vice President- John Sobotka
Tel: 862-266-6284

email: jjsobotka@hotmail.com

Recording Secretary- Carolyn Hoffman
Tel: 862-763-0508

email: ch2112@gmail.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

email:

Sergeant at Arms-Andrew Salzano
Tel: 973-831-0920

Events Chairman-Randy Emr
Tel: 973-219-4499

email: randyemr@aol.com

Membership Chairman- Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Newsletter Editor- Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Parade Coordinator- Vacant
Tel:

email:

Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-803-9725

email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Webmaster- Rudy Garbely
Tel: 973-800-9251

email:rgarbely@gmail.com

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
TH
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 , 2017 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!

Military Transport Association
The MTA November 2nd, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes
MTA President Randy Emr called the meeting to
order with Sergeant of Arms, Andy Salzano leading the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and a moment of silence for
those serving our country.
A motion to accept minutes as printed in the last
newsletter for the previous meeting, Fred Schlesinger,
seconded by Dennis Dutcher.
There was a new MTA Member in attendance at the
meeting– Brian Cave, son Ben and wife, Anna. Ben is an
avid WWII reenactor. Welcome Brian!
Treasurer’s Report:

Newsletter – Editor Dave Steinert thanked Carolyn
Hoffman for taking the minutes at the last meeting. Dave is
looking for articles from members concerning M-series
military vehicles.
Membership- Membership Chairman Fred Schlesinger
reported that we still have members, in fact we have a total
158 members, 125 with 33 Life Members.
TV & Movie Shoots - Jack McDevitt reports that there will
be a TV Shoot in the next few weeks, it will be a night shoot
and they are looking for M151 Jeeps.
Other Related Club News- Tom McHugh reports that over
$8000 was raised for the Korean War Veterans Monument in
Atlantic City! The monument will be installed on November
11, 2017.
Art Swain requested a vote, which was passed to
make the Clifton Veterans Day Parade a sanctioned MTA
parade.
Jack Shuart reported there is no update on the
status on the future of the USS Ling at this time, it’s still sitting
in the mud in Hackensack, NJ.
Randy Emr is looking for help putting
lettering on the show signs, watch the email list for work party
announcements.
Railroad Operation Battalion – John Sobotka thanked
everyone who showed up to help repaint the box car that was
covered in graffiti. The baggage car is being painted in
Boonton by the URHS and will have leaks in the roof patched.
At this time, the coaches we thought we had for
Operation Toy Train has fallen through. We are asking again
for volunteers to sign up, however we may not be able to
have everyone who signs up actually working. Number of
volunteers will be dependent on the equipment.
Please email info@operationtoytrain.org if you are
interested in volunteering. This year may be a very
uncomfortable trip with no food and limited facilities, but it
must be run.
This year’s train is in memory of the Marines who
died in the plane crash over the summer – many were out of
Steward AFB in Newberg, and some had been on our train in
the past.
Dues Vote: Currently $20 per individual and $25 per family.
The newsletter currently costs the club $28 per member to
produce. On the table were options to make dues $25
individual & $30 family, or $30 individual & $35 family. Jack
McDevitt proposes $35 flat fee across the board. Motions
already existed for the first two price levels. Gary Schultz
feels we need to increase slowly, we can’t go backwards once
we increase it. Randy feels we need to increase now to the
upper level and not have to raise it again. 5 vote for $25/$30
with 16 for $30/$35, with one abstention – New dues starting
January 2018 will be $30 individual and $35 for a family.
Officer Election Results:
Treasurer – Ginny McDevitt
Secretary – Carolyn Hoffman
Vice President – John Sobotka
President – Al Mellini
Congratulations to all the new elected Officials! The
membership appreciates your hard work and dedication!

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Page 2

December 2017

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:38PM.

membership thinks are worthwhile. Remember, it’s all about
our vehicles and good fellowship.
While our Club excels at the Swap Meet and Toys for
Tots events, it’s all about making our Club fun and interesting
for all members by doing various events for both young and
old, while building a new member base to replace those of us
that have trouble putting our socks on in the morning
(including me!). Our passion for our hobby must drive our
actions in a manner that is inclusive to all club members.
And in case you are wondering…“Cookie” is alive and
well and ready to feed you at our events.
Thank you again for your confidence in me. With your
support and the support of the Officers, we will certainly
succeed in moving our Club forward while having FUN!
Albert Mellini
973-723-2166 anytime

For the Good of the Club
November 2017
By Art Swain

Message from Incoming President
Members, I am honored and humbled to have been selected
as your next President. I am excited about continuing the
great things Randy and Dennis have accomplished over the
last 6 years. Randy’s strict attention to the Club’s finances
over the last 6 months have disappointed a few but left the
club with a healthy bank balance that meets our Treasurers’
minimum recommendations. Nice job, Randy!
By the way, I have asked Randy to stay closely
involved as our Events Chair so he can look for events that
the Club should participate in and try to expand our events
base to the extent that we can afford it, Randy will also be my
“truck mentor” as he knows everything about every truck out
there. I don’t think there is anyone in the Club with more
passion for the hobby than Randy (at least now his “!” key can
rest). I also will draw upon the experiences of our superb
OMB team – Pat and Steve.
My co-officers, John, Carolyn and Ginnie are superb.
All are experienced with running the Club and Carolyn with
the URHS and VRS. Her experiences with those rail
organizations bring a fresh perspective to the Club.
My mission for this Club is twofold. First, behind the
scenes, I will be working with select members to edit the ByLaws to improve their clarity, keep a steady eye on the
monthly finances, establish committee budgets and clean up
several administrative processes that, frankly, need to be
cleaned up. My second and most important mission is to
make sure we have fun! The Club is first and foremost all
about our members and the activities we do that unites us in
our common love for our vehicles and the hobby. I will work
with Club members to bring back trail rides, revitalize
parades, as well as more picnics and any activities the
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November offered some great opportunities to take
vehicles out and enjoy some club camaraderie.
The city of Clifton has been holding a Veterans Day
Parade, traditionally on the Sunday prior to the holiday, for
th
more than 50 years. On Sunday, November 5 , the MTA was
again part of that tradition. Four members and three vehicles
joined in the parade. The light rain didn’t dampen the spirits of
the participants and hot dogs “all the way” capped off the day.
Join us at next year’s parade!
On Monday, November 6, the Wyckoff Family YMCA
held a program and luncheon for veterans. Over 400 veterans
from North Jersey attended the annual “Salute to Our
Veterans” program. Nine club members attended and set up a
vehicle display. The veterans appreciated seeing vehicles
from their past service, which evoked many stirring memories.
It was an honor to hear their recollections of history. The next
YMCA Veterans event will be held in the spring- the more
vehicles displayed, the better!
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The “Dustoff Huey” in Vietnam
By David Steinert
Bring your vehicle out in December to one of the
many stops along the Toys for Tots train route and support
the elves!
MTA Member John Traflet reported the town of
Butler’s recent Toys for Tots drive raised 304 toys and $140,
which is stored for the train in Butler.
Daisy Troop #97260, from Central Elementary School in
Great Meadows, NJ was just formed this fall and includes 14
eager Kindergartners and 3 Troop Leaders. Our focus thus far
has been to teach the girls the importance of community based
service. Last month we gathered the girls and their families to
glean over 850 lbs of apples from a local farm and coordinated
their delivery to local food banks through a non for profit called
Local Share. This month, the girls collectively decided that
donating to the Toys for Tots organization would be a fantastic
way to earn their "Caring and Compassion" petal badges. We
talked about how their giving would benefit kids just like them
who wouldn't have toys to open for the Holidays. We are proud to
show our girls positive examples of community giving and are
looking to make this sort of service commonplace in their lives.Samantha Gallo

MTA of NJ Newsletter

Many American troops who served in Vietnam can
recall the unmistakable whup-whup-whup of an incoming
chopper. Especially if they were stuck in an isolated area of
an enemy held jungle. That sound was even more comforting
and heaven sent if they were wounded or in physical distress.
That unique sound meant help was on the way and as it grew
louder and came closer, the chopper’s whirling blades would
stir up the dirt, blow rain or razor grass into their faces and
they would welcome it. The chopper was the military
helicopter known as the Huey.

If you were wounded, it was probably one of the
MedEvac versions of the UH-1V. It could carry six stretchers
and one medical attendant. It was occupied by a “Dustoff”
crew, which consisted of two pilots, a Flight Medic, and a
Crewchief. Most soldiers referred to this chopper as the
“Dustoff Huey”.
The term “Dustoff” has an acronym definition of
Dedicated Unhesitating Service To Our Fighting Forces. The
terms “medevac” and/or “medivac” were used synonymously
for Army “Aeromedical evacuation” or “Dustoff” (Dust Off).
Dustoff in Vietnam was a crew of four dedicated
crewman who flew unarmed helicopters to the front line areas
of fighting and sometimes beyond into heavily held enemy
territory. The mission of a Dustoff operation was to get the
wounded soldiers out of harm’s way, provide medical
treatment that would stabilize the wounded soldier until they
could get them to a nearby hospital for further treatment.
The Dustoff Medics had to have great fortitude and
dedication as they often witnessed more of the brutality of war
than anyone else. They would face all types and quantities of
wounds, injuries and horrors imaginable to mutilate the
human body, which challenged them each and every day.
The average time from when a soldier was wounded to the
time he was on a surgical table was under an hour and 97%
of all soldiers who reached the hospital alive survived.
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It’s estimated that more than 900,000 soldiers
survived their injuries and owe their lives to the outstanding
bravery and dedication of Dustoff crews. And without the
Dustoff Huey as their vehicle, their mission to reach these
wounded soldiers, located many times in the heavily jungled
areas of Vietnam, would be impossible.

In 1952, the U.S. Army identified a requirement for a
new helicopter to serve as medical evacuation (MEDEVAC),
instrument trainer, and general utility aircraft. The Army
determined that current helicopters were too large,
underpowered, or too complex to maintain easily. In
November 1953, revised military requirements were
submitted to the Department of the Army. Twenty companies
submitted designs in their bid for the contract, including Bell
Helicopter with the Model 204 and Kaman Aircraft with a
turbine-powered version of the H-43. On 23 February 1955,
the Army announced its decision, selecting Bell to build three
copies of the Model 204 for evaluation with the designation
XH-40.

In March 1960, the Army awarded Bell a production
contract for 100 aircraft, which was designated as the HU-1A
and officially named Iroquois after the Native American
MTA of NJ Newsletter

nations. The helicopter quickly developed a nickname derived
from its original designation of HU-1, which came to be
pronounced as "Huey".

The Huey, considered to be the most widely used
helicopter in the world, with more than 9,000 produced from
the 1950s to the present, the Huey is flown today by about 40
countries. First in Vietnam and for decades wherever U.S.
forces were committed, the Huey lifted them into and out of
combat, brought desperately needed supplies, rushed the
wounded to hospitals, filling more roles than any other aircraft
of the era.
Its proper name is the Bell UH-1 Iroquois, but that
mouthful was seldom uttered by soldiers in the field, who like
nicknames that snap, even sometimes express affection—
much like the nickname, “Jeep,” to identify the “Truck, ¼-Ton
4x4″ that went anywhere and did almost everything beginning
in WWII. It’s not stretching much to say that the Huey became
the Jeep of another, different kind of war a generation later.

During the course of the war, the UH-1 went through
several upgrades. The UH-1A, UH-1B, and UH-1C models
(short fuselage, Bell 204) and the UH-1D and UH-1H models
(stretched-fuselage, Bell 205) each had improved
performance and load-carrying capabilities. The UH-1B and
UH-1C performed as a the gunship and some of the transport
duties until 1967, when the new AH-1 “Cobra” arrived on the
scene. The newer “Cobra”, a purpose-built attack helicopter
based on the UH-1 was faster, sleeker, harder to hit, and
could carry more ordnance. The increasing intensity and
sophistication of NVA anti-aircraft defenses made continued
use of gunships based on the UH-1 impractical, and after
Vietnam the “Cobra” was adopted as the Army's main attack
helicopter. Devotees of the UH-1 in the gunship role cite its
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ability to act as an impromptu Dustoff if the need arose, as
well as the superior observational capabilities of the larger
“Huey” cockpit, which allowed return fire from door gunners to
the rear and sides of the aircraft.
As mentioned above, the “Dustoff Huey” in Vietnam
carried a crew of four dedicated men. Each Dustoff crew
consisted of two pilots, a Flight Medic, and a Crewchief. The
pilots were responsible for flying the unarmed helicopter, the
Medic cared for the wounded, and the Crewchief maintained
the helicopter. Everyone on the crew had their own job to do
plus watch and make sure they did not hit anything with the
main rotor or especially the tail rotor. It was quite common for
the Medic and the Crewchief to stand out on the skids and
lean out so they could see the tail rotor and watch the jungle
penetrator or the “Stokes Litter” spinning from the downdraft
from the rotating helicopter blades as they hoisted the
wounded up through the trees as bullets whip by their heads
and made Swiss Cheese out of the Huey.

–
–
–
–

Tracheotomy
VD
Seizures
Suturing (taught by a surgeon in Vietnam)

Field Training: in stretcher usage, correct procedures for moving
and carrying patients, techniques for approaching and treating
patients under combat situations, Setting up different types of tents,
Air medevac (this training may have been completed in Vietnam)
Training films were heavily used during the training process.
Hospital Duty: Most of the training was geared toward combat
situations, however some general medical training was included for
hospital duty such as making beds, bed pans, setting up and giving
catheters and enemas to patients. I am sure there were a lot of other
topics.

A Real Tribute to the Vietnam Vets
By General Patrick Brady

Combat Medic Training During the Vietnam War

Basic Training – All soldiers received Basic Training together for 8
weeks, regardless of their future MOS (Military Operating
Specialty). The only exception was made for conscientious objectors
who received their basic training at Fort Sam Houston for 6 weeks.
Advanced Individual Training – Fort Sam Houston, Texas 10
weeks training for Combat Medic. The training consisted of the
following:
–
Basic health care and hygiene for self and others
–
They learned how to give shots
(practiced on each other using saline)
–
Drawing blood (practiced on each other)
–
Starting IVs (practiced on each other)
–
Use of Splints for broken bones
–
Treatment of gunshot wounds
–
Treatment for Amputations
–
Head wounds
–
Shock
–
Burns
–
Shoulder dislocations
–
C.P.R
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Editor’s note: Maj. Gen. Patrick Brady is a recipient of the United
States military’s highest decoration, the Medal of Honor. He is former
president of the Medal of Honor Society. This article was edited by
the Editor of this newsletter highlighting his comments about the
“Dustoff” Operations in Vietnam and his critique of the recent Ken
Burns documentary on Vietnam.
Above
our
magnificent
grunts,
the
aviation
accomplishments in Vietnam are unprecedented. In World War II,
aircraft losses were 16 percent, and, in Vietnam, 43 percent. I read
that in World War II, some pilots completed tours after 25 missions at
an average of four hours per mission, or total 100 hours! In Vietnam,
100 hours was an average month for many, and 25 missions an
average week.
As an aside, Mike Novosel, a fellow “Dustoff” pilot, and I
were playing golf with a famous fighter pilot much celebrated for
having flown 100 combat missions. Between us, Mike and I had
more than 5,000 combat missions! Needless to say, we reminded
the fighter pilot of this as he bent over an important putt.
(Ken) Burns and (Lynn) Novick’s narrative is woefully
dismissive of the extraordinary valor and humanitarianism of the
Vietnam GI. I saw mention of only one of 260 Medals of Honor
awarded. What is remarkable is that 30 percent of the Medals of
Honor earned in Vietnam, far more than any other war, were for
soldiers covering explosives with their bodies to save their fellow
soldiers. That is not only a remarkable statistic, it is a remarkable
tribute to the quality of our troops.
The film’s creators also ignore perhaps the most amazing
story of the war, Charles Kelly and “Dustoff,” the most famous call
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sign of the war. Kelly gave his life to save aeromedical evacuation.
His dying words uttered when he refused to leave patients while
under fire – “when I have your wounded” – set the standard for lifesaving on the battlefield to this day.
“Dustoff” has been singled out by every supreme
commander in Vietnam for special recognition. They led the
humanitarian effort and set battlefield survival records unparalleled in
combat. Over 500,000 combat missions and more than 900,000
rescued – men, women, children, enemy as well as friendly.
Although one in 10 GIs was wounded, less than 1 percent
died, thanks to “Dustoff.” Your chances of survival were greater if
you were wounded on a battlefield in Vietnam than if you were on an
accident on a highway in America. How in the hell could any
documentary of Vietnam omit “Dustoff”?
The filmmakers also ignore the fact that it was the
outstanding veterans from that war who were responsible for the
unprecedented victory in Desert Storm.

By the way, Congress continues to ignore the “Dustoff”
crews. Although they have been recommended for a Congressional
Gold Medal, Congress ignored them but found time for the Filipinos
in World War II (surely deserving). Not one unit from Vietnam has
received this honor.
In addition to the humanitarian efforts of “Dustoff,” Burns
and Novick fail to highlight the contributions of the GI to the welfare,
health and education of those wonderful people. Vietnam may be the
only war we ever fought – or perhaps that was ever fought – in which
the American soldier added to their heroism a humanitarianism
unmatched in the annuals of warfare. And the U.S. soldier did so
during the heat of the battle. He cared for and about those people,
especially the young. The Vietnam veteran fixed as he fought. He
cured and educated and built hospitals and orphanages in the
middle of the battle. He vaccinated thousands, adopted the children,
educated them. He cared for and about those people. No barrier, no
political system, will erase what our Vietnam veterans gave to those
people.
And the fruits of our humanitarian effort are still there in
psyche of the people of Vietnam, in their hearts and souls – as they
are in the hearts of so many people all over the world who have
been touched by the American GI. I have been back three times and
was amazed at the treatment I received. Of all the countries in the
world that the young want to visit, America ranks No. 1. (Their
favorite city is Las Vegas.)
Our defeat was at the hands of our elite in the courtrooms,
the classrooms, the cloak rooms and the newsrooms: cowardly,
media-phobic politicians; an irresponsible, dishonest media; and
other cowards and spoiled brats and professors from Berkeley to
Harvard.
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Living with the scars of war is difficult. For some, it’s
unbearable. But all veterans suffer. The Vietnam veteran suffered
physically as much, perhaps more, than any veteran of the past
century. But no other veteran has suffered the mental agony of the
Vietnam veteran.
The thing that makes Vietnam so intolerable is what the
elite tried to do to dishonor the source of those scars, to intensify the
pain of Vietnam veterans and destroy their unselfish and honorable
legacy. They opened a gash in the psyche of veterans and then
rubbed salt in it. And equally as bad were the atrocities committed by
the Communists targeting the friends we abandoned.
The Vietnam veterans not only distinguished themselves in
combat, they came home and became model citizens. They were the
best educated forces our nation ever sent into combat – 79 percent
had a high-school education or better. Contrary to media reports,
Vietnam vets didn’t abuse drugs more than their civilian cohorts.
They were less likely to go to prison than non-vets. Their income
exceeded non-vets by 18 percent, and their unemployment rates
were lower.
We see horrifying suicide rates among today’s warriors, yet
Vietnam veterans, who saw as much or more combat than any
warriors ever, after living through the media calumny of their service
and sacrifice, had a lower suicide rate than their civilian
counterparts. And, as a tribute to their patriotism, despite their
shoddy treatment, more than 90 percent of the veterans are glad
they served. And so are 87 percent of the American people who saw
through the media distortion of their service. Burns and Novick are
obviously not among the 87 percent.
The Burns/Cronkite babble that Vietnam was a war we
couldn’t win is sad. There is no such thing as “a war we cannot win”
if we decide to win. The immeasurable and irredeemable tragedy
Burns and Novick label Vietnam is true only in the manner in which
we abandoned our allies and mistreated our veterans.
It was our vets in Vietnam who slowed the onslaught of
Communism to this day. And Communism is dead in Vietnam; they
just don’t know what to do with the corpse.
Humanitarianism was our great victory in Vietnam, a victory
as great as in any war. There is an inscription on the wall of a
veteran’s cemetery that says they sacrificed their youth that liberty
might grow old. There is no one anywhere to whom that better
applies than the veterans of Vietnam. Humanitarianism and a
roadblock to communism were our great victories in Vietnam.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has incorrect
M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with 1 pin cross
welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with one practice round (inert)
in a newer tared tube. And a wooden ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will
take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933
WANTED: Replica .50 Cal Machine Gun. Please call Rob Cassin, cell 914382-5929.
For Sale: 1939 Chevy Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good running
condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300. I have many Jeep and M37
parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @ 973-627-9448.
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade ready. Recently
repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard top, spin on filters, and full vinyl
cargo cover with bows / troop seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new
and include three new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny
Cell# 973-476-9544.
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Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on December, 7th 2017
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany.
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