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MTA 2018 Officers and Key Committee Heads 
 

President- Al Mellini 
Tel: 973-723-2166                email: albert.mellini@gmail.com 
 

Vice President- John Sobotka 
Tel: 862-266-6284                    email: jjsobotka@hotmail.com 
 

Recording Secretary- Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                        email: ch2112@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896                        email: 

 

Sergeant at Arms-Andrew Salzano 
Tel: 973-831-0920                        
 

Events Chairman-Randy Emr 
Tel: 973-219-4499                          email: randyemr@aol.com 
           

Membership Chairman- Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
       

Newsletter Editor- Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Parade Coordinator- Vacant 
Tel:                                                        email:  
 

Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-803-9725                     email: bmurph411@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster- Rudy Garbely 
Tel: 973-800-9251                      email:rgarbely@gmail.com 
 

 
                                         

 

ON THE COVER: Humvees with BGM-71 TOW anti-tank 
weapons systems in Norway during Operation Cold 
Winter '87.  

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 4TH, 2017 AT THE WHIPPANY AMERICAN LEGION, 
LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY 
AT 7:30PM. GET THERE EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER 
ITALIAN DELICACIES! 

 
 

Military Transport Association 
 

The MTA December 7th, 2017 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

MTA President Randy Emr called the meeting to 
order by leading the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and a moment of silence in memory of the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor on December 7th 1941.  

Randy then ceremoniously began the “Transfer of 
Power” by introducing President Elect Al Mellini. But before 
relinquishing the floor to Al, Randy reported that everything 
will be done for this year’s show early, all new fliers are being 
printed with new admission prices.   

Al began his first meeting by mentioning the Agenda 
for tonight’s meeting would change slightly as there is a lot to 
go over.   

Al told the attending membership, “I am very honored 
to be the new President, and would like to honor Randy Emr 
and Dennis Vecciarelli for all they did.  I cannot say enough 
about how well Randy ran the club for the last 6 years.  
Because of his financial strictness he is leaving the club in a 
secure financial state. Randy will be kept very close as the 
Events Chairman as there is nothing going on in this state 
that Randy doesn’t know about. However, Randy does not get 

to keep his parking space at the American Legion Hall.  John 
Sobotka joins as VP, with Carolyn Hoffman as Recording 
Sec, & Ginnie McDevitt as Treasurer”. 

 

 
 

“Our mission statement going forwards is going to be 
to have fun. There has been interest in doing trail rides again, 
among other things. We are very good with the Swap Meet 
and Toys for Tots, but I will need your help going forward. I 
want everyone to be able to approach me on any topic. We 
also need to focus on bringing in new members”. 

Financial Summary – Financial Report on Income 
from Membership Dues, Swap Meet, and Parades. Dues 
income has remained relatively flat since 2012 with roughly 
160 members. The Swap Meet revenue has gone down in the 
last year, mostly due to increases in costs. The dues income 
needs to come in at the beginning of the year in order to fund 
the Swap Meet. All members are expected to have paid their 
dues by the January meeting. The Swap Meet alone does not 
generate enough income to support the club. Parade income, 
however, has declined drastically since 2012 – from roughly 
$5,000 to just under $2,000. Meeting expenses has remained 
roughly stable, with 2017 showing a reduction in costs.  
Donations and total expenses have also gone down 
significantly. The club has had negative profit since 2014, with 
2016 being particularly large. We now have the minimum we 
need in the bank accounts to keep us afloat, but had we not 
instituted the spending freeze we would have been bankrupt 
shortly.  

  

Issues going forward: 
- Maintain Finances 
- Rebuild Parades (We need a new Parade Chairman) 
- Vehicle Insurance for Sponsored Events – CLUB 

INSURANCE DOES NOT COVER YOU AT NON-
SPONSORED EVENTS 

- Build Membership 
- Update By-Laws 

mailto:albert.mellini@gmail.com
mailto:rgarbely@gmail.com
mailto:bmurph411@gmail.com
mailto:dsteinert@optonline.net
mailto:jjsobotka@hotmail.com
mailto:ch2112@gmail.com
mailto:randyemr@aol.com
mailto:fred@mtaofnj.us
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Initiatives: 
- Have FUN!!! 
- Fix Parades – We need a Parade chair and Morris 

& Union County Captains 
- Refresh Website – Dues online, etc. 
- Quartermaster – Order from Website 
- Maintain Bank Balance at $35,000 
- Establish Budget 
- Maintain Swap Meet Finances 
- Phase in Electronic Newsletter 
- Events 

o Trail Rides 
o Picnics 
o Get-togethers – Pumpkin Picking, etc. 
o Randy – Integral part of finding and 

scheduling events 
 

Open Forum – Ken Gardener suggests having a fee for print 
newsletters, there are people who still love their magazines.  
David Coward says it’s not hard to print it out!  New member 
Ben Cave wants to learn and be an active volunteer – John 
Sobotka immediately recruited him to assist he and Gary 
Schultz with judging at the Swap Meet! 
 

Motion was made to approve the minutes from 
previous meeting – Made by Pat Dolan, seconded by Dennis 
Vecchiarelli.  

 

New Members – Keith (Sorry, we didn’t catch your last 
name, please introduce yourself at the next meeting), owns 
several vehicles.  Welcome aboard Keith! 
 

Operation Toy Train – It’s been rough since early November 
putting the train together, didn’t even have confirmed 
equipment until the week of. We broke a record with the 
number of toys collected.  Over 21,000 toys were collected 
over ONE WEEKEND. The amazing crew touched 17,734 
toys on Saturday alone!  Once again, we had a very safe and 
successful trip.  
 

Webmaster – Rudy Garbely showed a preview of the new 
website in development.  It should be ready to go live by early 
February 2018.- 
 

Quartermaster – Gary Schultz reported he is working on 
special pricing to order directly from vendor so that the club is 
not holding inventory. It will allow for many more choices in 
products and colors.   
 

For the Good of the Club – Bill McKelvey reports there are 
two battleship guns are moving to Camden NJ, in the final 
stages of set up now. He will alert members when they are 
going to be moved. One of the guns will be going to USS New 
Jersey and other is going to the Mahan Museum.   

Randy mentions that Mr. Mahan is restoring a 5-Ton 
to bring to the show. Andy Sternick mentions that they have 
a large display at the Mahan Museum in Basking Ridge that 
the club could visit.  =Al wants to organize this as an event.  

Randy reports the club can do a trail ride in Jefferson 
Township again over Snowball Mountain. He is in contact with 
the township regarding scheduling. 

Around 8:45pm a Motion to Adjourn the meeting was 
made by Pat Dolan, seconded by Tim Farrell. 

 

 
 

For the Good of the Club 
Sussex County Veterans Parade 

November 5th 2017 
By Gary Schultz 

 

Three MTA members showed up to support the 
Sussex County Veterans Parade on November 5th at the 
Augusta Fairgrounds.   

This is an event that is now in its 12th year and 
honors all Veterans with a parade around the Fairgrounds, a 
Missing POW/MIA Comrade Table Service and other honors 
for our Vets. The MTA has had a long history of supporting 
this event.  I have attended the parade several times over the 
years with my Jeep. 

This year we mustered Frank Eichenlaub Jr. with 
Frank Sr's 1945 MB Jeep, John Sobokta with his M152A2 
Jeep and myself with my 1945 GPW Jeep. Frank, John and I 
were each assigned Veterans to ride in our Jeeps for the 
Veterans Parade around the Fairgrounds, terminating at the 
reviewing stand set up by the Richards Building. 

John was assigned a WWII Navy Vet that served on a 
demolitions team during the D-Day landings, with the 
responsibility of clearing mines in the English Channel. 

 

 
 

I had the honor of driving two lovely WWII era Nurses 
in my GPW for the event.  Riding with me was Frances 
McLaughlin (93) and Anna M. Schurko (90).   Both Frances 
and Anna, while in their teens signed up as members of the 
US Cadet Nursing Corps in 1945. The US Cadet Nursing 
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Corps was run by the Government as a means to train nurses 
at a rapid pace to support the war effort. Once graduated from 
the Cadet Nursing Corps, graduates would be assigned to a 
state side hospital to relieve experienced nursing staff to go to 
the front lines. 

Upon graduation from the US Cadet Nursing Corps, 
Frances was assigned to England General Hospital in Atlantic 
City NJ, which was a major US Army convalescent hospital 
for returning wounded GI's.  Frances continues her career in 
nursing and later became professor of nursing studies at 
Bloomfield College, where the nursing school is now named 
the Frances M. McLaughlin Nursing Division.    

Anna was assigned to a similar position at Hanemann 
Hospital in Philadelphia, where she continued to work for 
many years after the war. 

Both Anna and Frances commented as the parade 
was starting, that this was their first ride in an Army Jeep.  I 
suspect they both saw their share of Army Ambulances 
though. 

Frances and Anna it was a pleasure to have provided 
your first ride in an Army Jeep!  

The MTA looks forward to supporting the Sussex 
County Veterans Parade again next year. 

 
 

2017 Operation Toy Train Report 
 

 
 

By Carolyn Hoffman 
 

This year’s Operation Toy Train was plagued with 
problems from the start. We were faced with operating over a 
new railroad, unavailable railroad equipment that we’ve used 
in years past, and schedule changes that limited our time at 
each stop. These issues persisted until almost the day of the 
train’s first run on December 2

nd. 
Despite the nagging problems, Operation Toy Train 

successfully operated its 9th annual train on two weekends 
(December 2-3 and 9-10). This year’s train set a record high 
toy count for Operation Toy Train, as 25,454 toys were 
collected for the USMC Toys for Tots Foundation for 
redistribution to less-fortunate children in northern New 
Jersey and southern New York State. We gained some new 
sponsors this year, made some new friends in towns along 
the way, and raised donations for a great cause! 

We want to thank the MTA as a club, but also the 
individuals who made this happen.  John and I may 
coordinate the event, but it would not happen at all without the 
amazing team we have!  I couldn’t possibly list everyone 
here.  Special recognition definitely goes out to Al “Cookie” 
Mellini, Jack Pellington, Scott Fleck and Tim Farrell, 
among MANY others who support this train in so many ways.  
Thank you for the MTA’s continuing support! 
 

P.S. - Remarkably, on December 17 and 20, John collected 
another 1,100 toys at various drop-off points.  A big "THANK 
YOU" to Chris Tamburo for providing his truck to help collect 

and deliver the toys to Picatinny Arsenal.   Final tallies will be 
presented at the Jan. 4 meeting.  

 
 

"Message from the President" 
 

Members, I am honored to have the opportunity here 
to wish every one of you happy holidays and good health, 
happiness and prosperity in the new year.  As you know from 
my presentation at the December Meeting, thanks to Randy, 
the Club is great shape and our mission now is to build more 
fun into our hobby by increasing activities with our vehicles, 
hanging out, and sharing "war" stories. Of course, the Club 
will also carefully consider all requests for donations and 
events that support our troops and veterans.   

I look forward to working with all of you to support the 
Club, support our hobby and have FUN!   Al. 

 
 

Letters from Boot Camp-Part I 
By Capt. Bill McKelvey 

 

22 Nov. 1957: Us three enlistees left Newark at 4 pm 
and arrived at Fort Dix by evening. The next day 

we got our GI haircuts; were issued uniforms; took 

a lot of tests; and got our 18 inoculations. Our 

issued boots were brown, but within a month orders 

came down that all boots would be black. The food 

is acceptable.  My address is Pvt. William J. 

McKelvey, RA 12548972; Company E, 2
nd
 Training 

Regiment, Fort Dix, NJ. Send me $10 quick. Basic 

training is a bi**h - we had to do 100 push-ups 

today. 
8 Dec.1957: We had 4" of snow 

Thursday and now all is mud.  

We got our M-1s and shot a few 

rounds at snow banks. They have 

issued so much equipment we 

could probably spend a 

comfortable winter in Alaska. 

Got KP duty as a server in the 

Cadre & NCO dining room, but we 

got to eat all we could...Our 

Sargent is built like an ape - 

a gun-ho trooper from the 

Marines - but he is OK. Today 

we double-timed for 3 miles 

with boots and goulashes - 

but had fun calling 

cadence. 
 

12 Dec. 1957: On Tuesday we 
trained driving big 6 

wheel deuce & half trucks. 

They have no mufflers, but 

have air brakes and power steering. We drove up 

and down hills and even crossed a stream. It was a 

lot of fun, but one of the trainees ran into a 

ditch. The rest of the week we had classes on the 

105mm Howitzer 

- the shells 

weigh 42 pounds 

and you feel it 

by the end of 

the day. I 

pulled guard 

duty for the 

first time. We 
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went on from 4pm to 6am - 2 hours on and 4 hours 

off. Three of us guarded the finance office and 

had live ammo in our rifles.  I’ll be home for two 

weeks for the holidays. 
 

19 Jan. 1958: I took extra duty as a boiler fireman 
for one of the guys and made $5. Please wrap my 

camera in newspaper and put it into a box and send 

it to me. I want to document my time in the Army.  

The motor pool is a short distance from our 

barracks. Each morning at 6 am the mechanic on 

duty starts every truck to warm it up. A pall of 

exhaust smoke covers the entire area. Any vehicles 

not taken out by 9 am are refueled and shut down 

to await the next workday. 
 

22 Jan. 1958: Sorry I can’t type this letter, the 
Sargent is sleeping at his desk.  We marched all 

this afternoon in mud up to our ankles. I was 

behind a hill of dirt the other day holding up 

targets on the rifle range - what an experience 

being fired at...Next week we stage wars with 

blank ammo. (One of the dumb trainees fired a 

blank at a soldier in a fox hole at close range 

and nearly blew his ear drums out...) 
 

26 Jan. 1958: I’m on fireman duty and a crabby old 
Sargent is CQ, so I won’t type this letter.  

Friday we had a confidence course run - climbing 

poles, ropes, logs, etc. 
 

 
 

6 Feb. 1958: Monday we crawled over a course (under 
barbed wire, over logs, etc.) under machine gun 

fire. It was a rewarding experience. We did it 

again at night and the tracer bullets made a 

wonderful spectacle. Wednesday we marched out to 

the Bivouac area in full pack - which came to 45 

pounds. We set up tents and ate C rations from 

cans all day. At night we moved out into a huge 

meadow and staged a war. We dug fox holes and 

another company attacked us. To further simulate 

combat conditions we were under a continual 

barrage of aerial bombs. We all had blanks in our 

M-1s. I was looking forward to sleeping out but 

they called me in for fireman that night. We rode 

back to camp in a Jeep doing about 50mph on back 

roads. Later, one of the night maneuver truck 

drivers told me that they took a wrong turn and 

were lost for two hours.  The platoon Sargent went 

looking for them in his Jeep. Our second Bivouac 

was for two very cold nites. We trained in the gas 

chamber but got soaked by the rain.  Friday morning 
we were woken up at 3am, broke camp, and rode back 

to our barracks in deuce & a half troop carriers.  

Later we took our final PT test.  We got weekend 

passes so I went to Philadelphia to ride and 

photograph the Red Arrow west Philly trolley lines 

with Bill Greenwood. 
 

16 Feb. 1958: Got my orders to report to Battery A 
4
th
 Battalion, Artillery Training Command, US Army 

Training Center, Fort Chaffee, Ark. I was one of 

the last to leave our barracks, so I gathered up 

all the wooden coat hangers that were left behind 

and sold them to the new “boots” in the company 

across the street. I made $10...We were all 

shipped down to the Transport Warehouse. We 

boarded a 4-engine commercial plane at McGuire 

AFB. We flew at 8,000 feet and ran into clouds 

over Philly, flying blind out to Ohio where we 

went up to 10,000 feet over the clouds.  After 6 

hours in flight the clouds broke up and we could 

see the ground.  It was very choppy for the last 

30 minutes to Springfield, MO. There half of the 

troops got off and we continued at a choppy 5,000 

feet to Fort Smith - a single airstrip in the 

middle of a corn field. We were taken by bus to 

Fort Chaffee, had chow and got our bedding issue.  

My first impression: A concentration camp in 

Siberia - but it isn’t that bad. They have a 

company mess that is more like a dining room than 

a mess hall.  We are offered seconds - we don’t 

have to sneak them.   
 

20 Feb. 1958: Just so you know, all our learning in 
the Army is accomplished on a 5

th
 grade level.  We 

had a real interesting artillery firepower 

demonstration one day.  We sat in bleachers and 

they fired at tanks with smoke shells.  They fired 

one round at 75° elevation and another one 15 

seconds later at 30° elevation. Both landed at the 
 

 
 

same spot at the4 same time.  Another round was 

fired 4 miles - about as far as we could see.  

They also have a radio fuze which costs $50 and 

automatically detonated 6 yards in the air for 

maximum casualty infliction.  At the end of the 

day two Lieutenants burned the dozens of leftover 

bags of Howitzer powder. 
 

   

Apparently, you have to go through OCS to be able 
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to do this... 
  

27 Feb. 1958: Today we fired the 30 cal. machine 
gun and Browning automatic rifle. We have been 

having a lot of 

classes on the 

105mm Howitzer - it 

gets complicated 

when you can’t see 

what you are firing 

at. But it is all 

very interesting... 
 

20 Mar. 1958: Monday and Tuesday we went out on 

deuce-& a halfs to Bivouac to fire the 105mm 

howitzers. On the way out a Piper cub bombed our 

convoy with 5 pound flour sacks to simulate an air 

attack. On Wednesday we practice drove 5 ton cargo 

trucks and today we went out in convoy and fired 

again. This afternoon we went out in the woods 

with a 3/4 ton truck to dig up some decorative 

bushes for the post. When we got back the Major 

said they were the wrong kind...As of April 1
st
 I 

will be getting $85 per 

month. Elvis Presley is 

scheduled to arrive 

here as an enlistee 

next week. 
 

1 Apr. 1958: Yesterday we 
went out on Bivouac.  

Everyone else marched 

the five miles, but I 

rode a truck because I 

was chosen telephone 

operator. The phone is 

five lines and they 

have to have a 

telephone attendant.  

We pitched tents and 

dug 6' x 3' x 2' prone shelters.  We spent the 

afternoon catching lizards and snakes.  A bunch of 

our guys went into a nearby town and bought 

firecrackers. The woods became a holocaust of 

flares, cherry bombs, Roman candles, and 

blockbusters. A bunch of guys from another battery 

on Bivouac a little way off came over under the 

cover of darkness and captured a few tents, and a 

sleeping guard. You have to keep awake in this 

business.  While the Cadre and the cooks were 

having a big party (pay day) in their tent we 

raided the kitchen...This morning I got three 

overseas inoculations. On 11 April I leave for the 

port of our embarkation - Oakland, CA. We will go 

to Korea for 16 months. 
 

6 Apr. 1958: We went to the craft shop to develop some 
film.  While there a friend was printing some photos 

of Elvis Presley. He loaned us the negative and we 

printed a pile of copies.  We went into Fort Smith to 

sell them.  We went into an arcade and almost caused 

a riot.  All the girls that work there bought some.  

We also sold some in the PX, the beer hall, and even 

to some Cadre.  The paper cost us 2¢ per sheet and we 

sold them for 25¢ - for a profit of 92%.   
 

11 Apr. 1958: This morning they got us up at 4 am to fly 
from Fort Smith to Paris TX to Dallas, to Fort Worth. 

At Fort Worth we were switched to an American 

Airlines, 4-engine, pressurized DC-6 and flew at 

16,000 feet. As an added attraction the pilot flew 

over Death Valley, Las Vegas, Boulder Dam, the Grand 

Canyon, and Mt. Whitney - wonderful sights! After we 

landed in Oakland, CA we approached an MP and had him 

interpret our orders.  He said we didn’t have to 

report in until the 

15
th
.  We got a room 

in a hotel that the 

USO directed us to - 

$1 per night! The 

next day we got the 

Key System “A” train 

into San Francisco. 

It is a big two-car 

train that runs down 

the middle of the 

street and across the 

7-mile bay bridge and into SF. Then we went on a 

three hour sightseeing tour in a 1954 Cadillac sedan. 

We could stop anywhere we wanted to take photos - 

China Town, Fisherman’s Wharf, Japanese Tea Gardens, 

the Cliff House, the Golden Gate Bridge, and several 

observation points - 

what a beautiful 

place!  We later rode 

a bunch of the cable 

car lines - they are 

quite an experience!  

The hills are so steep 

that the cars don’t 

and can’t stop, but 

simply brake and skid 

down to the level 

portion of an 

intersection. I also 

got some photos of the SF Municipal Railways 

streetcars. At night we went to Playland - a small 

Olympic type park right on the ocean.   
 

15 Apr. 1958: On Monday we reported in to the Overseas 
Replacement Company in Oakland.  They have beautiful 

three story, concrete barracks. We finished 

processing and I took my camera and went over to the 

nearby Southern Pacific roundhouse where there were 

many idle steam locomotives.   
 

20 Apr. 1958: On Thursday I went into San Francisco and 
rode several of the trolley lines.  I also discovered 

that the Key System was going to abandon all 6 of its 

lines, so I covered some of their scenic lines. Saw 

quite a few railfans taking photos. One of them gave 

me a ride to some of the best spots for photos. All 

told I took 8 rolls of film in the San Francisco 

area. Sunday afternoon we were shipped by bus to 

Travis A.F.B.  There we watched a bunch of delta wing 

fighter jets take off - what a racket their after-

burners make!  We finally took off on a 4-engine Navy 

MATS super constellation. On board there also were 

sailors, leathernecks, fly-boys and a bunch of brass, 

including one Brigadier 

General. Last evening 

we landed at Hickham 

AFB in Honolulu and 

visited Waikiki beach. 

Right next to us is the 

Pearl Harbor Naval 

Base. Our transit 

personnel barracks are 

just like a motel.  We 

were back in the air at 

8 am - our next stop 

was Wake Island and we 

passed the International Date Line en route. Wake is 

a very interesting “U” shaped white coral island.  

There are no trees - only bushed about 10 feet high.  
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We saw many bunkers from WW II. We also saw one 

beached cargo ship - the “Suwa Maru”. There is one 

airstrip and less than 100 buildings. A bus took us 

all to the other end of the island for roast beef 

dinner served by natives.  The next morning we flew 

out, on our way to Tokyo. There we traded in our 

money for exchange certificates - good only on a US 

military post. We were taken by bus to Camp Drake in 

Tokyo, where shoe shines are 10¢, haircuts are 25¢ 

and all labor is done by the Japanese - KP, cleaning, 

guard duty, etc. There are streetcars all over Tokyo 

and their subways are actually beautiful with 

multicolored tile. The 

US military waits until 

about 500 troops 

accumulate here before 

they send a ship to 

Korea. This morning 

buses brought us the 20 

miles to the Port of 

Yokohama. We boarded the 

USNS BARRETT - a troop 

transport as an Army 

band played. Bunks are stacked 4 high and everything 

is cramped. We stopped at Okinawa, but we were not 

allowed off the ship…to be continued.   

 
 
 

 
Escape from WWII POW Camps 

Submitted by Tom McHugh 
 

Many of the recent generations have no true notion of the cost 
in lives and treasure that were paid for the liberties that we enjoy in this 
United States. They also have no idea in respect of the lengths that the 
“greatest generation” went to in order to preserve those liberties. Below 
is one true, small and entertaining story regarding those measures that 
are well worth reading, even if the only thing derived from the story is 
entertainment. 
 

Escape from WWII POW Camps 
  Starting in 1940, an increasing number of British and Canadian 
Airmen found themselves as the involuntary guests of the Third Reich, 
and the Crown was casting about for ways and means to facilitate their 
escape... 

Now obviously, one of the most helpful aids to that end is a 
useful and accurate map, one showing not only where stuff was, but also 
showing the locations of 'safe houses' where a POW on-the-lam could 
go for food and shelter. 

Paper maps had some real drawbacks -- they make a lot of 
noise when you open and fold them, they wear out rapidly, and if they 
get wet, they turn into mush.  

Someone in MI-5 (similar to America's OSS) got the idea of 
printing escape maps on silk. It's durable, can be scrunched-up into tiny 
wads and, unfolded as many times as needed and, makes no noise 
whatsoever.  

At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great Britain 
that had perfected the technology of printing on silk, and that was John 
Waddington Ltd. When approached by the government, the firm was 
only too happy to do its bit for the war effort. 

By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K. Licensee 
for the popular American board game Monopoly. As it happened, 'games 
and pastimes' was a category of item qualified for insertion into 'CARE 
packages', dispatched by the International Red Cross to prisoners of 
war. Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and 
inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of Waddington's, a group of 
sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing escape maps, 
keyed to each region of Germany, Italy, and France or wherever Allied 
POW camps were located. When processed, these maps could be 
folded into such tiny dots that they would actually fit inside a Monopoly 
playing piece. As long as they were at it, the clever workmen at 
Waddington's also managed to add:  

1. A playing token, containing a small magnetic compass  
2. A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed together. 
3. Useful amounts of genuine high-denomination German, 

Italian, and French currency, hidden within the piles of Monopoly money!  
 

British and American air crews were advised, before taking off 
on their first mission, how to identify a 'rigged' Monopoly set – by means 
of a tiny red dot, one cleverly rigged to look like an ordinary printing 
glitch, located in the corner of the Free Parking square. 

 

 
Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POWS who successfully 

escapean estimated one-third were aided in their flight by the rigged 
Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy indefinitely, 
since the British Government might want to use this highly successful 
ruse in still another, future war. 

The story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving 
craftsmen from Waddington's, as well as the firm itself, were finally 
honored in a public ceremony. 

It's always nice when you can play that 'Get Out of Jail' Free' 
card!  

Some of you are (probably) too young to have any personal 
connection to WWII (Sep. '39 to Aug. '45), but this is still an interesting 
bit of history for everyone to know. 
 

For those of you who get the digital copy of the newsletter you 
can visit this video and learn more about these special 
Monopoly games: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1o4PD8ynPA 
 

 
To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email Dave Steinert at 
dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091. 

 
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has incorrect M23A1 
two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with 1 pin cross welded and a dummy 
cup welded on. Comes with one practice round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a 
wooden ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk 
Stinson 862-209-0933 

 
WANTED: Replica .50 Cal Machine Gun. Please call Rob Cassin, cell 914-382-5929. 

 
For Sale: 1939 Chevy Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good running 
condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300. I have many Jeep and M37 parts for 
sale, call Tom Weaver @ 973-627-9448.

 
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade ready. Recently 
repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo 
cover with bows / troop seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include 
three new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell# 973-476-9544. 

 
For Sale: 1943 Ford GPW Jeep. West Coast barn find. Shipped cross country one 
year ago. 1/3 restored. Sorry to say civilian bastarized. Runs well, new canvas 
needs gauges. All numbers match. $16,500. Russ Balliet, cell:908-334-8660. 

mailto:dsteinert@optonline.net
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1o4PD8ynPA
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The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on January, 4th 2017 
7:30PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany. 
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