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MTA 2018 Officers and Key Committee Heads 
 

President- Al Mellini 
Tel: 973-723-2166                email: albert.mellini@gmail.com 
 

Vice President- John Sobotka 
Tel: 862-266-6284                    email: jjsobotka@hotmail.com 
 

Recording Secretary- Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                        email: ch2112@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896                        email: 

 

Sergeant at Arms-Andrew Salzano 
Tel: 973-831-0920                        
 

Events Chairman-Vacant 
Tel:                                                email: 
           

Membership Chairman- Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
       

Newsletter Editor- Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 email: dsteinert@optonline.net 
 

Parade Coordinator- Vacant 
Tel:                                                        email:  
 

Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-803-9725                     email: bmurph411@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster- Rudy Garbely 
Tel: 973-800-9251                      email:rgarbely@gmail.com 
 

 
                                         

 

ON THE COVER: B17 “Our Gang” Crew, 24
th Bomb 

Squad, 91st Bomb Group Bassingbourn, England, June 
1943. 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY, 1st 2018 AT THE WHIPPANY AMERICAN LEGION, 
LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY 
AT 7:30PM. GET THERE EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER 
ITALIAN DELICACIES! 

 
 

Military Transport Association 
 

The MTA January 11th, 2018 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

MTA President Al Mellini called the meeting to order 
at 7:30PM, followed by Sergeant of Arms Andrew Salzano 
leading the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance and a 
moment of silence. 

Al began the meeting by thanking the attending 
members for coming to the rescheduled meeting. He 
welcomed Bill Murphy, on speakerphone, to listen to the 
meeting.  

Al then passed around an attendance sign in sheet, 
as well as an email list. If you did not attend the meeting, 
please email Carolyn at ch2112@gmail.com to have it 
updated with your new email address. Anyone who is not on 
mta-mail@list.mtaofnj.org list, please let us know ASAP so 
that we can have you re-added. The list is the principal way Al 
communicates with members.   

Motion to approve the December minutes by Ken 
Gardener, seconded by Pat Dolan, passes unanimously. 

 

President’s Report –Dues are due now!  As of January 1, 
97 of 158 members have paid or are life members. Please 

renew as soon as possible!  The dues are one of the three 
principle ways we fund the Club’s activities. Please mail your 
$30 or $35 payment to MTA, PO Box 393, Budd Lake, NJ 
07828. 

 Al contacted MVPA and will be receiving forms to 
update insurance and other information. 

 Military Vehicles Magazine is allowing us to 
reproduce articles to our list with proper citation.  

 As the Club establishes budgets for 2018. Each 
Chairman will be asked for an estimate of what they 
will spend in 2018.   

 Pat Dolan will be Morris County Parade Chairman, 
with Art Swain as Bergen County Parade Chairman.  
We still need Essex and Union Counties covered.  
Please reach out to Al if you would be willing to help.  
Dennis Vecchiarelli has agreed to run the Nutley 
parade.   

 Donations – Randy Emr has much experience here 
vetting organizations which we donate to. We would 
like member input on organizations that members feel 
are worthy of recognition. Organizations like the 
Wounded Warriors, USO, DAV seem to help 
veteran’s. Al is looking for suggestions from 
members. 

 Chris Tamburro and Chris Loizou received one 
Parade Credit each for donating time and use of their 
trucks to collect leftover toys from Operation Toy 
Train.  

 Al recognizes that 2018 is the 30 year anniversary of 
the Club being incorporated – Thanks to Fred 
Schlesinger for that reminder). 

 Al recognizes Dave Steinert as the Newsletter Editor 
for 15 years and who has produced the best 
newsletter the club has ever had. Dave received a 
standing ovation from the club. 

 Al recognizes Chris and Vinnie Mazzei who are in 
attendance as well for their contributions to the food 
preparation at the Swap Meet each year.  They are 
retired now and moving to So. Carolina. 

 Al asks Randy Emr to come forward and presents 
him with a crystal award recognizing his 6 years as 
president this term.  
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 Al wanted a modification to last month’s minutes – 
Financial report stated that “we would be bankrupt 
shortly”, however this was a poor choice of wording. 
The meaning was if we had continued to spend more 
than we were bringing in that eventually we would run 
out of money. 
 

Parades – Pat Dolan asks about getting info on parades for 
the new County Chairmen, which Al says resides in DropBox. 
We will ensure the information gets to the new Chairs. 
   

Newsletter – Dave Steinert – Thank you to Bill McKelvey for 
his article and Tom McHugh for the information on the WWII 
Monopoly sets. 
 

Railroad Operating Battalion – John Sobotka – The three 

train runs plus the static display at Kuiken Lumber and final 
pick-ups totaled 26,927 toys and 32 bikes.  Special thanks 
to Carolyn, John, Jack P and Cookie and all the volunteers 

and railroads for making the event a smashing success. 
163,705 toys overall since 2009.  
 

Financial Report –Nick Kapotes asked if the donations for 
the Legion food are accounted against the cost of the food.  
Al checked with Ginnie McDevitt and they are. The 2017 
Financial Year Review follows: 

 
 

Quartermaster Report – Tabled  
Membership Report – Tabled 
Swap Meet Report – Tabled 
 

For the Good of the Club: New Swap Meet web site went 
live this week; same address – mtaswapmeet.com. The main 
Club website is under redesign.  Expect beta version to be 
presented to Club at March meeting. 
 

OMS7 Tips – Steve Vidam – Voltage Adjustment on 60 Amp 
Alternators.  

 

 First make sure alternator is secured and the belts 
are serviceable and adjusted so they don’t slip. 

 On the top rear of the alternator look very close to 
where the cap is you will find a “allen” type of plug. 
There should be an arrow and the word “Increase” 

stamped there. Remove the plug, look down into the 
hole and you will see a small adjustable pot with a 
screw type head. 

 
 A small Jewelers common screwdriver will fit the 

“screw” and adjust it clockwise to increase voltage. 
 Use a volt meter to read 50 volt scale. 
 With engine running, turn screw in alternator to reach 

27 volts. (A lower reading will discharge batteries and 
a higher reading will boil the electrolyte and burn out 
lamps). 

 Check your dash charging indicator, it should be in 
the GREEN. 
 

Motion to Adjourn – Dennis Vecciarelli, seconded by Jack 
Shuart. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.mvpa.org/
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The Kingman Air Force Boneyard for “Deplorable” 
WWII Aircraft 

By David Steinert 
 

 
 

The Kingman Airport was originally built as a WWII 
U.S. Army Air Force training field in 1942.  It was located on 
about 4,145 acres of uninhabited desert land in Mohave 
County, Arizona, near the small town of Kingman. The U.S. 
Army Air Force would acquire all this land between 1942 and 
1945 as the facility grew in size. At the time, the town of 
Kingman maintained a population of about 3,000 people. 
Eventually, during WWII, this area would be commonly known 
as the Kingman Army Airfield and Kingman Aerial Gunnery 
School training facilities. On May 7, 1943, the facility was 
officially named the Kingman Army Air Field. The base 
continued to grow and change with many new squadrons 
being added to the base and some of the existing ones 
combined. The host unit at Kingman Field was the 460th. 

 

 
 

At the end of WWII, the Allies were left with a 
massive surplus of military vehicles and aircraft. It is 
estimated that the United States alone had manufactured 

294,000 aircraft for the war. Many of the aircraft that survived 
the war were not worth the expense of shipping them back to 
the United States, so they were either dumped or destroyed in 
their immediate theater of operations. Many of the aircraft that 
were sent back to the States were immediately stripped of 
their valuable components and their aluminum content was 
melted down.  

 

 
 

Eventually, the War Assets Administration came to 
Kingman AAF to set up Sales & Storage Depot No. 41. Depot 
41 was to sell off the base buildings and equipment. Not only 
that, it would store aircraft from the Army Air Force. Some 
reports estimated that approximately 10,000 warbirds were 
flown to Kingman in 1945 and 1946 for storage and sale, but 
official records indicate that number ended up being closer to 
5,500. Thirty-eight of the 118 B-32 Dominator Very Heavy 
(VH) bombers, built by Convair at Fort Worth, TX, were flown 
there, including several straight from the assembly line. Five 
of Kingman's B-32s had participated in the 312th 
Bombardment Group's overseas activities in the closing days 
of World War II. 

Most of the transports and trainers could be used in 
the civil fleet, and trainers were sold for $875 to $2,400. The 
fighters and bombers were of little peacetime use, although 
several P-38 Lightnings were sold to individuals for use in air 
racing. Typical prices for surplus aircraft were: 

 BT-13 $450 
 P-38 $1,250 
 AT-6 $1,500 
 A-26 $2,000 
 P-51 $3,500 
 B-25 $8,250 
 B-17 $13,750 
 B-24 $13,750 
 B-32 NOT AVAILABLE FOR SALE - Milton Reynolds, 

of the Reynolds Pen Company, wanted to purchase a 
Kingman Dominator for one of his record-setting 
publicity stunts, but he was not allowed to buy one as 
all 38 were destroyed. 

Many aircraft from the various War Assets locations were 
transferred to schools, and to communities for memorial use 
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for a minimal fee. A Boy Scout troop bought a B-17 for $350. 
The only B-17 known to have made it out of Kingman was B-
17D named The Swoose, which is currently (as of 2015) 
under restoration at the U.S. Air Force Museum's Dayton 
Ohio facility. 

 

 
 

General sales were conducted from these centers across 
the U.S.; however, the idea for long term storage, considering 
the approximate cost of $20 per month per aircraft, was soon 
discarded, and in June 1946, the remaining aircraft were put 
up for scrap bid. 

After the Sales-Storage No. Depot 41 completed its job in 
late 1948, the airfield was turned over to Mohave County to 
be used as an airport for the county. 

 
 

A True Miracle in WWII 
Submitted by Tom McHugh 

 

B-17 "All American" (414th Squadron, 97BG) Crew 
Pilot- Ken Bragg Jr. 
Co-pilot- G. Boyd Jr. 
Navigator- Harry C. Nuessle 
Bombardier- Ralph Burbridge 
Engineer- Joe C. James 
Radio Operator- Paul A. Galloway 
Ball Turret Gunner- Elton Conda 
Waist Gunner- Michael Zuk 
Tail Gunner- Sam T. Sarpolus 
Ground Crew Chief- Hank Hyland 
 

In 1943, a mid-air collision on February 1, 1943, 
between a B-17 and a German fighter over the Tunis dock area, 
became the subject of one of the most famous photographs of 
WWII. An enemy fighter attacking a 97th Bomb Group formation 
went out of control, probably with a wounded pilot, then 
continued its crashing descent into the rear of the fuselage of a 
Flying Fortress named, "All American", piloted by Lt. Kendrick R. 
Bragg, of the 414th Bomb Squadron. 

When it struck, the fighter broke apart, but left some 
pieces in the B-17. The left horizontal stabilizer of the Fortress 
and left elevator were completely torn away. The two right 
engines were out and one on the left had a serious oil pump leak. 

The vertical fin and the rudder had been damaged. The fuselage 
had been cut almost completely through, connected only at two 
small parts of the frame. And the radios, electrical and oxygen 
systems were damaged. There was also a hole in the top that 
was over 16-feet long and 4 feet wide at its widest; the split in the 
fuselage went all the way to the top gunner's turret. 

 

 
 

Although the tail actually bounced and swayed in the 
wind, and twisted when the plane turned and all the control 
cables were severed, except one single elevator cable still 
worked, and the aircraft miraculously still flew! 

The tail gunner was trapped because there was no floor 
connecting the tail to the rest of the plane. The waist and tail 
gunners used parts of the German fighter and their own 
parachute harnesses in an attempt to keep the tail from ripping 
off and the two sides of the fuselage from splitting apart. 

 

 
 

While the crew was trying to keep the bomber from 
coming apart, the pilot continued on his bomb run and released 
his bombs over the target. When the bomb bay doors were 
opened, the wind turbulence was so great that it blew one of the 
waist gunners into the broken tail section. It took several minutes 
and four crew members to pass him ropes from parachutes, and 
haul him back into the forward part of the plane. When they tried 
to do the same for the tail gunner, the tail began flapping so hard 
that it began to break off. The weight of the gunner was adding 
some stability to the tail section, so he went back to his position. 

The turn back toward England had to be very slow to 
keep the tail from twisting off. They actually covered almost 70 
miles to make the turn home. The bomber was so badly 
damaged that it was losing altitude and speed and was soon 
alone in the sky. 

For a brief time, two more Me-109 German fighters 
attacked the All American. Despite the extensive damage, all of 
the machine gunners were able to respond to these attacks and 
soon drove off the fighters. The two waist gunners stood up with 
their heads sticking out through the hole in the top of the 
fuselage, to aim and fire their machine guns. The tail gunner had 
to shoot in short bursts because the recoil was actually causing 
the plane to turn. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Swoose
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Allied P-51 fighters intercepted the All American as it 
crossed over the Channel and took one of the pictures shown. 
They also radioed to the base describing that the appendage 
was waving like a fish tail and that the plane would not make it 
and to send out boats to rescue the crew when they bailed out. 

The fighters stayed with the Fortress, taking hand 
signals from Lt. Bragg and relaying them to the base. Lt. Bragg 
signaled that 5 parachutes and the spare had been "used", so 
five of the crew could not bail out. He made the decision that if 
they could not bail out safely, then he would stay with the plane 
to land it. 

Two and a half hours after being hit, the aircraft made its 
final turn to line up with the runway while it was still over 40 miles 
away. It descended into an emergency landing and a normal roll-
out on its landing gear when the ambulance pulled along side, it 
was waved off because not a single member of the crew had 
been injured. No one could believe that the aircraft could still fly 
in such a condition. The Fortress sat placidly until the crew all 
exited through the door in the fuselage and the tail gunner had 
climbed down a ladder, at which time the entire rear section of 
the aircraft collapsed. This old bird had done its job and brought 
the entire crew home uninjured.  

 
 

Letters from Korea - Part I 
By Capt. Bill McKelvey 

 
History of the 7th Infantry Division 

The BAYONET was forged in the fields of France, 
tempered on the frozen tundra and mountains of the Aleutians, 
the coral atolls and islands of the South Pacific, and then honed 
razor sharp in the mountains and rice paddies of Korea. The 
Bayonet Division – or the 7th Infantry Division, 
as it is officially known – continued to stand 
guard in Korea, manning our outpost line in 
strife-ridden Korea until 1971 when the 
Division was returned to US soil for the first 
time since 1943. 
 

1 May 1958:  As we got near Korea it was very 

foggy.  When the USNS BARRETT fog horn blows 

every two minutes the entire ship vibrates. We 

had to wait for the fog to lift before landing 

craft could come out from the Port of Inchon to 

ferry us to the mainland. Korea isn’t as bad as 

it smells...there are lots of old steam 

locomotives sent over from the US still 

operating here. They issued us a second duffle 

bag full of field equipment. 
 

4 May 1958:  Yesterday we got our orders - I will 
be a clerk typist in the HQ Company, (AGAS) 7

th
 

Infantry Division, APO 7, San Francisco. We rode 

from Inchon into Seoul on duce & half-trucks and 

they put us on a train, which was pulled by a 

steam locomotive! It took us about 50 miles 

north of Seoul to Dongducheon - Camp Casey. 

There are only hills and rice patties here. They 

issued us one more 

duffle bag of 

equipment.  

 

11 May 1958:  My arrival 
was delayed a day 

because they had a 

“George” alert - all 

the battle groups jump 

into trucks and go on 

a practice battle 

mission. We live in 

beat-up Quonset huts. 

There is absolutely no 

running water. 

Drinking water is 

brought in on duce-& a 

half tanker trucks 

with automatic transmissions. NOTE: All the 

tankers must take a one block detour so they 

don’t use the main road in front of the 

General’s quarters (sparing him the dust and 

noise) - up a hill over one block and then back 

down the hill - what a waste...The water tastes 

terrible and 

smells as bad. 

We have to 

take pills for 

malaria every 

week. I guess 

that is why 

beer flows so 

freely around 

here. There is 

a outhouse 

across the 

road. The latrine stinks so much your eyes 

water. We have a total of 16 of us in our 

Quonset hut - 2 sergeants, 11 US soldiers, and 

three Korean soldiers (Katusa’s). My job is 

basically that of a mail man - I deliver mail 

and messages between the offices in Division HQ.   
 

22 May 1958:  There is a brand new PX and snack 
bar across the road from our office. Gen. 

Sands had the snack bar closed in the 

mornings because too many of the troops were 

taking long coffee breaks. I read a real good 

book the other day - “Second Son”, by W.B. 

Senior. It is about a kid in the Army going 

to Korea. On Armed Forces Day we had a big 

parade and passing review. The entire 7th 

Division was there - about 11,000 troops 

participating. They had a 21 gun salute for 

our General and Korean President, Sigmund 

Rhee. In the middle of Rhee’s speech, in a 

sobbing voice, he said “If we had all these 

men and guns the communists wouldn’t have 

come down in 1950.” A week later a notice was 

posted that there would be an Army Band 

Concert at the nearby Bayonet Bowl, an 

outdoor amphitheater. A few days later Gen. 

Sands said he hoped everyone would attend. 
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When the work came down to us it stated 

that EVERYONE would attend. We went at two in 

the afternoon and the sun was HOT. Well, the 

Gen. stayed about 15 minutes and then stood 

up and motioned to his driver and took off to 

his air-conditioned office. 
 

30 May 1958:  Sure, we have newspapers here - the 
library just got in last month’s NY Times... We 

also have a daily newspaper which the Army 

prints - The Stars & Stripes. And, we have an 

Army radio station. I enrolled in the US Armed 

Forces Institute - a correspondence school with 

about 500 self-study courses - it’s a good thing 

at very low cost. (Through it I ended up 

completing two years of college by the time I 

was discharged). Two of 

the fillings I had in 

Fort Chaffee fell out 

about a month later...It 

finally dawned on me 

what was going on. There 

were three dentists - 

they would work a minute 

or two then disappear in 

the back room for 10 

minutes. They were 

playing cards! We 

finally got a dentist 

here in HQ Company. He 

is a conscientious 

fellow and has redone 

the sloppy work of the 

despicable Ft. Chaffee dental “sluffers”. 

Wednesday we went to work as usual and we heard 

over the radio that all of our Military Pay 

Certificates (scrip) were to be turned in for a 

new issue. They do this to curb the black market 

- last time was 1954. We were all confined to a 

formation as they exchanged our money. I didn’t 

have any so that simplified matters. Several 

Koreans came down out of the village and tried 

to get one of the GIs to turn in their money for 

them. One of them had $800 which was now 

worthless. They confined us to quarters for the 

rest of the day. I get guard duty (2 on and 4 

off all night) and CQ (charge of quarters) each 

about once a week. 
 

1 June 1958: The balance of my pay after savings 
is $14 per month; $3 goes to the Korean 

Kitchen Police; $1 goes to the Korean who 

sweeps out our office daily; and we each pay 

the Korean boy, who cleans our Quonset hut 

and gets water and stove fuel daily, two 

cartons of cigarettes ($3.00) monthly. We 

wear our OD fatigues everyplace over here.  

We do not get a monthly clothing allowance 

but we can turn in our worn clothing for 

exchange. Our worn clothing goes directly to 

the Republic of Korea Army. We carry our own 

eating utensils (canteen cup, knife, fork and 

spoon) but eat from mess hall trays…to be 

continued in the next issue of Motor Pool Messenger. 
 

Bill McKelvey reported in the last issue of the Motor 
Pool Messenger that there were plans to move some 
battleship guns to Camden NJ, here is an update… 

Bill received a call from Gary Mahan today thanking 
him for his donation in the name of Liberty History Railway to 
help with the expense of moving the three guns from 
VA.  They have been loaded on railcars and one is on its way 
to Philadelphia Naval Yard.  The other two are on their way to 
Camden where one will be moved to the Battleship USS New 
Jersey and the other trucked north to The Mahan Collection at 
Basking Ridge.  Everyone will know when it arrives - there is 
no way they can sneak a 125-ton gun into town. 

For those who receive the PDF version of this 
newsletter, here is a great video showing the effort to 
move these gigantic guns to Camden: 

 

https://splice.gopro.com/v?id=qpE9rW 
 

 
    

 

 
To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please 
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 
973-347-9091. 

 
For Sale: M36ww; has heater, hard cab, troop seats: M185wow van 
with work benches in van body; M915 with Allison trans, M818ww, 
hard cab, heater, M871 28 foot platform trailer with pin locks, 6K 
RTFL with Detroit engine. Except RTFL, all vehicles have clean New 
Jersey titles. All vehicles except RTFL have spare tires.  All located 
in Mahwah, NJ. Call 201.310.8615 Mountain std time 1600-2200.E-
mail shadyside1983@gmail.com. For sale by member Philip Francis, 
1341 N. Barkley, Mesa, AZ 85203, 201.310.8615 

For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has incorrect 
M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with 1 pin cross 
welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with one practice round (inert) 
in a newer tared tube. And a wooden ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will 
take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933 

 
WANTED: Replica .50 Cal Machine Gun. Please call Rob Cassin, cell 914-
382-5929. 

 
For Sale: 1939 Chevy Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good running 
condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300. I have many Jeep and M37 parts for 
sale, call Tom Weaver @ 973-627-9448.

 
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade ready. Recently 
repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo 
cover with bows / troop seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include 
three new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell# 973-476-9544. 

 
For Sale: 1943 Ford GPW Jeep. West Coast barn find. Shipped cross country one 
year ago. 1/3 restored. Sorry to say civilian bastarized. Runs well, new canvas 
needs gauges. All numbers match. $16,500. Russ Balliet, cell:908-334-8660. 
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Military Transport Association 
Of North Jersey 

P.O. Box 393 
Budd Lake, NJ 07828 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on February, 1

st
 2018 

7:30PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany. 
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