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ON THE COVER: This 1952 Dodge M37 owned by Tim
Kress won “Best in Show” at the 2018 MTA Military
Vehicle Show (Photo by Gary Schultz).

MTA 2018 Officers and Key Committee Heads
President- Al Mellini
Tel: 973-723-2166

email: albert.mellini@gmail.com

Vice President- John Sobotka
Tel: 862-266-6284

email: jjsobotka@hotmail.com

Recording Secretary- Carolyn Hoffman
Tel: 862-763-0508

email: ch2112@gmail.com

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt
Tel: 845-987-7896

email:

Sergeant at Arms-Andrew Salzano
Tel: 973-831-0920

Membership Chairman- Fred Schlesinger
Tel:908-617-5066

email: fred@mtaofnj.us

Newsletter Editor- Dave Steinert
Tel: 973-347-9091

email: dsteinert@optonline.net

Parade Coordinator- Vacant
Tel:

email:

Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy
Tel: 973-803-9725

email: bmurph411@gmail.com

Webmaster- Rudy Garbely
Tel: 973-800-9251

email:rgarbely@gmail.com

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, MAY
3rd 2018 AT THE WHIPPANY AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION
PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT
7:30PM. GET THERE EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN
DELICACIES!

Military Transport Association
The MTA April 5th 2018 Monthly Meeting Minutes
MTA President Al Mellini called the meeting to order
at 7:31PM, followed by Sergeant of Arms Andrew Salzano
leading the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance and a
moment of silence.
President’s Message: Thank you all for coming, looks like
the biggest turnout so far this year. Pat Dolan makes a
motion to accept the minutes from last meeting, seconded by
Dennis Vecchiarelli, motion passes unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report: Beginning balance: $33,713.83, Income
$2756.11, spent $2655.16, closing balance: $33,814.33.
The club’s expenditures are about equal to outlay
right now. Swap meet committee has tightened the budget
significantly, and Bill Decker has arranged for Pepsi to
donate soda this year. Thank you Bill! Bill Murphy has spent
significantly less on print advertising as well.
Parade Report: Good news is we now have 5 parades we
have purchase orders on so they are set. All details for those
will be listed on the web site. We will also list all tentative
parades. Sign-ups have been good, but we don’t have
enough yet. Please reach out to Al or Art Swain if you can
attend any parade.
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At the Ringwood St. Patrick’s Day Parade this year,
Chris Tamburro asked a few members to join. The parade
took 3.5 hours start to finish and went 2.5 blocks! The parade
was done for fun and the members had a great time. This has
opened up talks to have a parade contract for next year.
Membership: Fred Schlesinger reports we have 95 paid
members as of now, still about 30 members from last year
who have not renewed. We expect many will renew at the
Swap Meet.
Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked Bill McKelvey for his
article on his continuing article, “Letters from Korea”.
Quartermaster Report: Gary Schultz we have distributed
the list of new apparel available to members. For a $5 fee,
Gary will take orders at meetings and bring your order to the
following meeting. Hats have been updated with the larger
star logo. We also have screen-printed T-Shirts with the MTA
logo for sales at Swap Meet for $15 for members and $20 for
nonmembers.
Swap Meet: Bill Murphy reports we need positive vibes for
good weather! Fairgrounds contract, advertising, permits are
all done. We need volunteers for Thursday and Friday to help
set up around 9am. Volunteers are also needed for several
positions on Saturday and Sunday. Please contact Bill
Murphy or Carolyn Hoffman.
Frank Shane suggested the possibility of hiring Fair
Grounds security staff, which they do not have unfortunately.
Frank also mentions State Police will be bringing in a Medivac
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Helicopter for display and he will be coordinating with State
Police with their security.
Jack McDevitt mentioned that the jobs he works on
have security people who work specifically on events like this.
He will look into costs associated with this.
Al feeds volunteers lunch Thursday and Friday and
Vendor Dinner Friday night. He will need 8 servers for Friday
evening.
Gary Schultz mentions that for $390 we can order 30
MTA hats for sale at the show. The hats would sell for $18 for
members and $25 for non-members. Some members have
concerns about spending that much money to have them sit
on hand. Frank Shane makes a good point that it’s
psychological, $18 is less than $20 and still get $2 back. Gary
makes a motion to order 30 hats to be sold at $18 apiece,
seconded by Jim Mescher, passes unanimously.
The club purchased signs for the Swap Meet ticket
booth and food areas. A motion by Fred Schlesinger to
approve $336.50 expense, seconded by Tim Farrell, motion
passes unanimously.
Railroad Operating Battalion: John Sobotka and Carolyn
th
Hoffman – There are 3 events coming up. Saturday May 19
at Whippany Railroad Museum to run caboose trains for
Armed Forces Day. Profits are split between our two groups
and raised over $4000 last year. We would like to see as
many people as possible in MTA club shirts in attendance.
Anyone with a small military vehicle who would like to
get it on the flat car for display, please contact John. We
would also like vehicles to be parked at the Museum for
people to look at. Hats can be sold at this event as well.
th
Saturday June 9 – Annual Lyons Veterans’ Hospital
train for injured veterans. We will run a train ride and picnic for
them. No vehicles or uniforms that day please. More
information will be forthcoming.
Dover & Rockaway River Railroad has obtained a
new locomotive and will be decorating it in honor of veterans
& current service members. Rudy Garbely will be helping
design lettering and artwork with the railroad. Once the
locomotive is completed there will be a dedication service with
local military personnel, Morris County Freeholders, etc. It will
be excellent publicity for the club.
Operation Toy Train is now an IRS recognized 501
(C) (3) with the ability to provide tax deduction letters to any
sponsors www.operationtoytrain.org. Fred Schlesinger makes
motion to give Operation Toy Train a free vendor table at the
Swap Meet, seconded by Tim Farrell. The motion passes
unanimously.
For the Good of The Club: Pat Dolan reports that the
Intrepid Museum has asked the MTA to return this year for
Memorial Day Weekend and will get tolls reimbursed from last
year as well. We need 5+ vehicles for Saturday and Sunday.
This year it corresponds with Fleet Week.
Jack White reports he is selling his 1941 Command
car and M105 Trailer – please contact Jack with inquiries.
Motion to Adjourn:
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Preliminary After-Action Report on the 2018 MTA
Military Vehicle Show
By David Steinert
It’s too soon for a final post mortem review of this
year’s 2018 MTA Military Show and Swap Meet, but the
preliminary reports point to another successful event for the
MTA.
nd
Saturday, April 21 , the first day of the show, began
with sunny skies and cool temperatures. By late morning the
warmth of the sun removed the chill and the aisles in the
Richards Building became quite crowded. Business seemed
to be increasing amongst the vendors as their frowns turned
to smiles.
By lunchtime, the attendance increased in size as
people removed their jackets and sweat shirts as
temperatures rose. The Military Vehicle Display Field was
quickly filled with over 100 display vehicles and swarms of
enthusiastic onlookers.
By 1:00pm, a long line was forming at the food
pavilion, as Al “Cookie” Mellini orchestrated his kitchen staff in
quickly preparing food for both the hungry public and the
starving MTA workers.

Shortly after lunch, the wop-wop of spinning
helicopter blades could be heard in the distance as an
approaching New Jersey State Police Medivac helicopter
made a dramatic landing behind the military vehicle display
field. For the next hour or so, show attendees were allowed to
view the inside of the helicopter from a close perspective
before the chopper took off to continue its work. The club
thanks MTA Member Frank Shane for his hard work in
arranging this visit by the State Police.
The intensity of the attending public seemed to
increase as the afternoon hours approached and remained
steady right up to the closing hours of the show on Saturday.
Reports from participating vendors were that sales were brisk
with some complaining they should have brought more
inventory with them.
Sunday turned out to be another absolutely beautiful
day as far as the weather was concerned, but the crowd was
much lighter despite the nice weather. A casual walk around
the show grounds was disappointing in that many of the
display vehicles had left Saturday night and so had many of
the vendors. One of the attractions that was also missing this
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year was the numerous WWII vehicles and re-enactors that
we have had in previous years.
The one successful attraction of the show on Sunday
was the annual Truck Pull, which was well attended with
tremendous competition among the participating teams. This
is always a popular event and seems to grow bigger every
year.
Financial results of the show will follow in upcoming
issues of the newsletter…stay tuned!

"MTA member travels the longest distance to the Spring
Meet @ Sussex Fairgrounds; Capt. Phil Francis flew in to
attend the meet from his retirement home in Yuma, AZ.
Cheers for Phil, you picked an excellent weather day to
make the hike!"
-Bill McKelvey
Letters from Korea-Part IV
By Capt. Bill McKelvey
Camp Casey is a U.S. Military base in Dongducheon, South
Korea, 40 miles north of Seoul, and one of several US bases
near the Demilitarized Zone. It was named after Major Hugh
Boyd Casey, who was killed in a plane crash near the camp
during the Korean War. It was built in 1952, is owned by the
US, and has been in continuous use. It spans 3,500 acres
and, as of 2017 was occupied by 6,300 military personnel and
nd
2,500 civilians of the 2 Infantry Division.
18 September 1958: Sgt. Miller rode me down
to 8th Army in Seoul and I caught a bus to K14, the airport. Within two hours there was a
flight to Camp Drake, Japan where we arrived
@ 2am. They served us eggs and we drew linen
and went to sleep. The next morning we got
our passes by 9am, and went to the New Mori
Hotel in Tokyo where I would stay for the
week. It was a bargain - only $10.50 for the
week! A maid comes in every day to make the
beds and the dining is first class with the

best rations. The perishable foods cannot
make the longer journey to Korea, especially
inland to the 7th Division. The food service
costs $1 per day but there is an excellent
menu selection and each course is served
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individually. Right down the corner from the
hotel there are three streetcar lines. The
first two days I spent riding all around the
city and visited the Ginza and the Imperial
Palace. Even though I can’t read Japanese I
had no trouble getting around. Some Americans
even asked me for directions...One day I took
an excellent tour from the hotel to about 20
miles south of Yokahama. We visited the great
Budah and came back along the ocean - the
countryside is really beautiful compared with
Korea. A couple of us went to the movie
district - most of the films are American
with Japanese subtitles. We also went to a
huge market where Tokyo shops. In the middle
was the biggest temple I have ever seen. All
through the back streets of the market were
nifty little bars - most playing American
music. The Japanese are smart people - they
eat and dress well - and they live in neat
little houses.
21 September 1958:
A hurricane struck Tokyo
on my last day and went right over our hotel.
But, it did not do much damage and the next
day we went back to Camp Drake. The following
day they woke us up at 1am and we were
shipped to Tachikawa AB where we waited until
8am for our plane. It was a huge C-124 cargo

plane with bench seats along the perimeter.
Tied down in the middle of the plane was a
small military helicopter. We taxied out to
the end of the runway and they revved up the
engines, released the brakes, and we started
down the runway gathering speed; first one
bounce,
then
another...We
were
almost
airborne when the engines were feathered and
the brakes slammed on...Not enough speed...
We came to a halt feet from the end of the
runway...We then circled back to the end of
the runway to try again. This time all the
horses were pulling together and we made
it...
23 September 1958:
While I was on R&R four
guys from the office made Sp 4 rank. Our
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remodeled beer hall had a grand opening with
plenty of food and free drinks for an hour.
They had a floor show and General Costello
stayed and played the piano. He then wanted
to sing a solo, but his hatchet man wisely
whispered to him and he then went to his
quarters. Anyhow, the club is beautiful and, it has a hot air heating system! All of
us in the Honor Guard Platoon have been
issued new blue scarves courtesy of Gen.
Costello. We perform in all of the Div. HQ
parades. I have guard duty tonight. They are
having a train going down to Osan where the
Division football team is playing, so I
volunteered to go. It was a very interesting
60-mile trip, like a railfan excursion, and,
pulled by a steam locomotive...We went via
Yongdon Po, Seoul, Suwan and then Osan AFB
where we backed down the spur which was used
to deliver the bombs during the war. We had
lunch on the train and went to the game where
we won 18 - 0. After the game we had dinner
on the train ride back (steak and beer),
returning by 22:00 hours
3 October 1958:
A visit by Gen. Collins is
expected to there have been a lot of work
details
raking
and
digging and moving rocks
- some guys had to work
all
day
Sunday.
This
morning we had training
on the Universal Code of
Military Justice. This
afternoon I went for my
driver’s license. They
gave us a battery of
tests and then issued us
our licenses. The last
time I drove a military
vehicle was a deuce-anda-half at Ft. Chaffee.
The Army says if you are qualified to drive a
deuce, you are qualified to drive a Jeep.

had ever experienced...On the way back the
truck started acting up. Every time we came
to a hill the engine would backfire and cut
out. However, we finally did get back under
our own power. Last Sunday three of the guys
from Signal Messenger Service came over to
our office with their Jeep. They wanted to go
out for a ride. I said I would set up the run
if they let me come along with them - they
said OK. So, I set it up a special run for
where they wanted to go and called in for
approval, which was issued. We went up and
crossed the 38th Parallel, and went through
the mountains to within 4 miles of the DMZ –

a total of about 80 miles - we even forded a
stream. This Sunday afternoon, three of us
hiked up the old escape route. Our camp is
built in a dead end valley. During the war
they couldn’t afford to be penned up, so an
escape route was built. It was chopped up the
side of the mountain with bulldozers. The
side of the mountain is so steep the road has
to loop back and forth - there are about 8
switchbacks. We had quite a time making it up
as there had been a landslide destroying
about 100 feet of the road...We found a lot
of spent mortar shells...

9 October 1958: One of the guys in the Honor
Guard has had his uniform specially tailored
- his shirt is sewn to his pants so the shirt
will not come out at his waist. He puts it on
like a pair of coveralls...Thursday they
installed a PA system in the company area.
Now, every time they want to say something,
be it at 5am or 11pm, they just blare it out
on the loud speakers...
17 October 1958:
Soon we will have a visit
by Gen. Taylor plus quite a few of the other
major officers from the Far East. All told
there will be 21 stars at the ceremony.
27 October 1958: Last Saturday afternoon they
had a deuce-and-a-half going to the football
game at 1st Cavalry, so I went along. It was
one of the bumpiest and dustiest rides that I
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10 November 1958:
We now have hourly bus
service to Seoul - seven days a week! It
leaves from the PX parking lot across the
road - an hour and a half each way. They are
Japanese made, with Korean drivers, but have
the doors on the right, not the left side.
Page 5

May 2018

19 November 1958: Today I saw an interesting
communication in the mail. There was a letter
from a soldier in the US. Said he wanted to
serve under Gen. Costello in any capacity...
Costello said “Issue necessary orders.”
27 November 1958:
Thanksgiving dinner was
swell - they had plenty to eat! They got us
silverware so we no longer have to carry our
eating utensils. Last night it was 25° so I
wore my thermal (Mickey Mouse) boots for the
first time - very warm and comfortable.
3 December 1958: They are building a dam
across the brook out in back of our office.
It will be to hold back the water and provide
an ice skating pond when it gets colder...

M65 ATOMIC CANNON (RIG WAS 16' WIDE, 84' LONG AND
WEIGHED 83 TONS. IT WAS THE LARGEST FIELD
ARTILLERY PIECE THE US ARMY EVER BUILT. TWENTY OF
THESE 280mm TOWED ARTILLERY PIECES WERE BUILT AND
BY 1953 FIELDED IN SOUTH KOREA AND EUROPE.

EACH OF THE TWO TRACTORS WERE MANUFACTURED BY
KENWORTH WITH 6 CYLINDER CONTINENTAL ENGINES
OF 375 HP. THE EFFECTIVE FIRING RANGE WAS 20
MILES.
8 December 1958: Got a surprise visit from
Paul Class on Sunday. He had a ¾-ton truck
for the day so we rode around and took
photos.
Herman
Rinke
of
the
Electric
Railroaders Assn. put us in touch as he
noticed both of us were located in Korea.
Paul is very interested in trolley cars and
gave me a lot of information on Korean
trolleys. (Paul went on to found a trolley
MTA of NJ Newsletter

museum in Portland, OR area.) For the first
time I ironed a set of my uniform shirts they are very tricky. They have two vertical
creases on the front and three on the rear,
as well as one horizontal crease across the
back. They are building something up in the
valley behind us - everyone thinks that it is
going to be either a missile site or a
stockade or an ammo supply point. (It turned
out to be a high security compound for
storage of atomic artillery shells. It was
surrounded by a high security fence and was
under continuous guard protection.) Last
night I had the easiest guard duty ever...
The OD did not show up for guard mount, in
fact I did not even see him all night. I only
had to walk for 2 hours and 20 minutes and
the weather was mild.

13 December 1958:
I volunteered to work in
the classified cage to break the monotony of
doing normal distribution all day. And I also
volunteered to go out on a field exercise, as
the rear troops have not been going out. It
was an interesting three-day exercise to an
interesting area. We even had electricity!
The helicopter landing pad was next to us and
the mess hall was across from us. Gen.
Trapnell (3 star from “I” Corps) landed his
chopper and I was taking his picture - as he
walked by he said “You don’t care what you do
with
your
camera
do
you?”
Our
office
consisted of 9 guys - Capt. Barger, 4 men to
work the desk - 12 hr. shifts, 3 runners with
8 hr. shifts, and one reproduction man. No
fun using the field latrine in 24 degree
temperatures. In the morning they could not
get the helicopter started due to the cold,
so they got a big Nelson heater and directed
the hot blast on the engine and batteries it finally started. The return trip to camp
was uneventful. Monday morning we prepared to
spray paint our quarters. The paint was very
old and the pigment had settled to a clay
consistency at the bottom of the cans. The
Korean Service Corps guys said they could not
spray it and wanted to put it on with
rollers. Took us an hour to find rollers.

Page 6

May 2018

Then we didn’t have any thinner, not even
white gas, so we used red gas - we made sure
no one lit a match or smoked..
18 December 1958: They have been putting some
holiday
decorations
up
around
camp
evergreen branches in the mess hall and a big
“Peace on Earth” on the roof of the chapel,
and even a little snow. Got cards and letters
from Phil Craig, Bill Greenwood and Dave
Phraner.
20 December 1958:
The Kim Sisters performed
at the Service Club - they were due to go to
the US to be on the Ed Sullivan show. On
Sunday evening they had a 70 voice Korean
Choir perform in the chapel on Sunday evening
- very nice. Last night a big package came
from our friend who is on Christmas leave.
He left instructions that we were to open it
and eat any food, which we did with big
smiles.
23 December 1958: Last night we had 42 bags
of boat mail and 9 bags of air mail just for
our company alone. Straightened out my foot
locker for the upcoming inspection and took
all the excess junk down to the office.
I
will bring it back to our quarters after the
inspection...I have 131 days left in Korea!
Merry Christmas!

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
Wanted: A good usable set of rear leaf springs for a 1962 CJ-5; OL
48.5"; C-C L 47"; 9 Leaves; 1 3/4" Width; Robert Leach (201) 2269289.
For Sale: M36ww; has heater, hard cab, troop seats: M185wow van
with work benches in van body; M915 with Allison trans, M818ww,
hard cab, heater, M871 28 foot platform trailer with pin locks, 6K
RTFL with Detroit engine. Except RTFL, all vehicles have clean New
Jersey titles. All vehicles except RTFL have spare tires. All located
in Mahwah, NJ. Call 201.310.8615 Mountain std time 1600-2200.Email shadyside1983@gmail.com. For sale by member Philip Francis,
1341 N. Barkley, Mesa, AZ 85203, 201.310.8615
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original
with 1 pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with
one practice round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden
ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in
trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933
Wanted: Replica .50 Cal Machine Gun. Please call Rob Cassin, cell 914382-5929.
For Sale: 1939 Chevy Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear, good running
condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300. I have many Jeep and M37 parts for
sale, call Tom Weaver @ 973-627-9448.
For Sale: 1969 Kaiser M 54 Cargo truck for sale. It is parade ready. Recently
repainted and lovely restored. It has a hard top, spin on filters, and full vinyl cargo
cover with bows / troop seats and it's a drop side. Tires are like new and include
three new spares. This truck is a steal at $5000.00 call Vinny Cell# 973-476-9544
For Sale: 1943 Ford GPW Jeep. West Coast barn find. Shipped cross country one
year ago. 1/3 restored. Sorry to say civilian bastarized. Runs well, new canvas
needs gauges. All numbers match. $16,500. Russ Balliet, cell:908-334-8660.

…To be continued!
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Military Transport Association
Of North Jersey
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on May, 3rd 2018
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whippany.
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