ON THE COVER: THEN-WWII CCKW 6 X 6 Cargo Truck
– NOW-M925A2 5-Ton Military 6 X 6 Cargo Truck.
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THERE WILL BE NO MTA MEETING IN JULY!
Military Transport Association
The MTA June 7th 2018 Monthly Meeting Minutes
MTA President Al Mellini called the meeting to order
at 7:30PM, followed by Sergeant of Arms Andrew Salzano
leading the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance and a
moment of silence.
Approval of previous minutes – Motion by Pat Dolan,
seconded by Bill Dekker, passes unanimously.
Financial Report

normal weekend next year, and the horse show was the
following weekend. Now the horse show is not happening due
to lack of participation and we were offered the weekend of
April 27 & 28. We have accepted this date as hopefully the
weather will be better given the extra 2 weeks. Last meeting
we asked to get the show lawn signs back, and none have
come back so far. If you have signs, please keep for next year
and we will issue stickers for new dates. Also, Dash Plaques
– we have some delaminating. If you need a new one please
reach out to Al.
We are planning a family picnic for all members to get
together with their families and their vehicles. Members value
the time they get to spend with other vehicle owners and
members, we need to get back to that. We have reserved the
th
Legion hall for August 4 for an MTA family day and small
meeting. The outdoor space has been reserved, and we
would like to ask for volunteers to help with food and set-up.
Additionally, Helga Johnson passed away earlier this year.
Out of respect to the family we are not assuming there will be
th
a picnic at Sven’s farm this year. UPDATE as of June 15 ,

John Sobotka reports that Sven will still have his
picnic on August 11. Accordingly, Al has postponed
the family picnic until later in the year. Let’s have a
great MTA turnout at Sven’s.
Jeff Bennett thanks everyone for the memorial set up
for his father at the Swap Meet.
Gary Schultz is working on a Trail Ride on June 23
with a rain date of June 24. Gary will let everyone know what
the plans are via the email list.
Al will not be available for the July meeting, which
th
would fall on the day after 4 of July. We have not yet heard
from Lyons Hospital about the annual car show. Pat Dolan
moves to cancel the July meeting, seconded by Jim Mescher
one opposed, motion passes.
Website Update – It’s being updated regularly and we are
looking for hi-resolution pics of member’s vehicles, parade
shots, etc. Please email to Rudy (rgarbely@gmail.com) or
Carolyn (ch2112@gmail.com) and they can be added easily.
We need to look for an events chair as well. Right
now Al is getting most of them directly, but we do need
someone to help coordinate.
Parade Update: We ran the parades a little differently this
year. Art Swain, Pat Dolan, Dennis Vecchiarelli, Dave Steinert
and Gary Schultz were parade coordinators and did a
fabulous job organizing. We had 8 parades over Memorial
Day weekend bringing in over $3000 to the club. We have 4
th
th
more set up for the week of July 4 . June 30 is the Randolph
parade and is the ONLY parade that day. Also attending
Montclair, Chatham & Florham Park (Florham not under
contract yet.)
Membership Report: Fred Schlesinger “We have members”
– we have 123 paid members at this time.

President’s Message – Had a very busy month in May. Nice
event at Whippany Railway Museum even though it rained all
day. 8 Vehicles and 14 members spent the day.
Thank you to all who participated in the Memorial Day
Parades, we had a very successful day.
We received a call from Sussex County Fairgrounds
last week regarding the Swap Meet dates. Easter falls on our
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Memorial Day Weekend on the Intrepid: Pat Dolan – we
had a wonderful turnout at the Intrepid this year. Over 9500
people attended the first day. Sunday morning was rainy but
ended up clearing up. Al received an email thanking the MTA
for their participation. Attendance from May 23 to 28 was over
37,000 people (for fleet week). The Intrepid Museum has
offered tickets to the club to come visit. Pat made a
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connection with the owner of a tank museum in Long Island
who has invited the club to come visit his museum as well,
plans are being made for a group trip. Frank Shane has
suggested that we need an information chair for public
events, motion was made by Pat Dolan to create a
committee. Motion died in discussion and was not voted on,
will be revisited by the Executive Committee and brought up
again.
Newsletter: Dave Steinert – Thank you to all who are
contributing each month, including Bill McCelvey for his
continuing story on “Letters from Korea”. The cover of the
newsletter is being updated to be more contemporary as well.
Railroad Operation Battalion: Armed Forces Day event at
Whippany Railway Museum turned out to be a financial wash,
no money was made by either group due to weather. John
would like to thank all who attended and especially Anita for
her pineapple upside-down cake but has requested more!
The Toys for Tots train will be the first 2 weekends of
December again, more information to come soon.
OMS7: Steve Vidam presented some maintenance tips for
operating military vehicles in hot weather:
1. Check cooling system level, leaks and if
necessary add 50/50 mixture of water and antifreeze.
2. Inspect all belts for cracks and proper adjustment.
3. Check batteries, terminals and levels if the
battery has filler caps.
4. Check tire condition and air pressure.
5. Check brake operation, lights, wipers and horn.
Drain air tanks on air brake systems, they build
up lots of water on humid days.
6. Check all u-joints and lube if necessary.

new prototypes and untested
vehicles to be proven at
military bases.
Eugene the Jeep's
go-anywhere ability resulted
in various industrial and fourwheel drive vehicles getting
nicknamed "Jeep" in the late
thirties.
Around
1940,
converted 4WD MinneapolisMoline tractors, supplied to
the U.S. Army as prime
movers, were called jeeps,
and Halliburton used the
name for an electric logging
device, or for a custom built
FWD
exploration/survey
vehicle.
A small, anti-submarine, escort aircraft carrier was
called a "jeep carrier" in the U.S. Navy in WWII, and also
several aircraft – prototypes for both Kellett auto gyros, and
for the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress, as well as the 1941 CurtissWright AT-9 were called jeeps.
Being born a Baby-Boomer and the son of a WWII
Veteran, I grew up in the early 1950s reading the post-war comic
books, like Sgt. Rock, Sgt. Fury, Enemy Ace, G.I. Combat and
others. I think it’s ironic that the legend of the WWII Jeep got its
name from a character in a pre-war comic book. So, I thought it
would be interesting to look back and see how the WWII Army
Jeep was portrayed in the post war comic books that I read as a
kid.

Steve reminded the membership that it’s always easier and
safer to check and repair your military vehicle at home than
on the side of the road.
New Business: Dennis Dutcher suggested the MTA
organize a “Coin Toss” to raise money for the club at a local
intersection, could also benefit Toys for Tots. Dennis will
check it out with the town and we will look into scheduling a
date.
For the Good of the Club: There are still two MTA jackets
available for purchase, see Gary Schultz.

How the WWII Jeep got its Name
from a Comic Book
By Dave Steinert
As early as spring 1936, a character called Eugene
the Jeep was created in E. C. Segar's Popeye cartoons.
Eugene the Jeep was Popeye's "jungle pet" and was small,
able to walk through walls and move between dimensions,
and could go anywhere and solve seemingly impossible
problems. According to some sources, the word "jeep" was
used as early as World War I — both as U.S. Army slang for
new, uninitiated recruits, and by mechanics to refer to any
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Letters From Korea Part VI
By Capt. Bill McKelvey

12
January 1959:
I was happy when I found
out that while I was on pass I missed a full
field
inspection
and
the
gas
chamber
exercise. The gas chamber is the Army’s
rotten method of repetition training. You put
on your gas mask and go into a room filled
with tear gas. We did the same thing in basic
training...On the 10th we went out on another
field training exercise - Snow Dragon - to
our usual Area “E” on the Imjim River. A
leaflet
was
dropped
from
an
aggressor
airplane - it stated: “SOLDIER OF THE UNITED
NATIONS FORCES: Are you cold? Tired? Hungry?
Lonely?
What do your leaders offer you
except more hills to climb on an empty
stomach?
Stop this senseless marching at
once and come to the Aggressor Rest Camp.
Warm food, good bed, plenty of rest, no more
marching, no more foxholes to dig. This
Official
Pass
insures
safety
and
good
treatment for you when presented to any
Aggressor soldier. Lay down your arms and
come to us now!” I worked nights and slept
during the day. 40th Armor was set up next to
us with about 200 tanks. We had a mock
surprise attack - a company sized unit
attacked our CP. They were quickly halted and
turned back. Soon it was over and we were
back at Camp Casey. It is not so bad being in
Div. HQ - a Red Cross girl came over and
bribed us to do a printing job for her - for
a bag of donuts...Called Seoul to get a
reservation on a trip to visit Panmonjom,
which is right in the middle of the DMZ and
where they hold the peace talks between us
and the commies. Gen. Costello declared a
three day training holiday.
24 January 1959: In the past few days it has
warmed up to 40+ and all the ice is melting.
Winter may be over...I had guard duty three
times this week - twice for others who paid
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me...Saturday was my speedy but rough trip up
to the Freedom Bridge to Panmonjom. It is a
former railroad bridge over the Imjim River,
which has been planked over for vehicles. I
was surprised at the number of outfits we
have up in that area of Korea. Recon units
are spread out all over the place. We had
lunch in the base camp and then rode up to
the truce site. It is guarded by 10 guards
from each side. The North Korean guards
turned their backs on us whenever we tried to
take their photo. We were told of the trials
and tribulations they go through during the
meetings with the north.

29 January 1959:
A few days ago, Gen.
Costello ordered a private room for a new
two-star general. They had all the furniture
moved in, including a TV set and had wall to
wall carpeting. About 2 hours before the new
general was to arrive, fire broke out in the
building. It started in the boiler room,
right in the middle of the building. Workers
chopped a hole in the roof to vent the smoke
and soon it was burning fiercely. The firemen
came in a matter of minutes and chopped more
holed in the roof. The more holes, the bigger
the flames. They started the pumper but it
hardly pumped anything
- there are no
hydrants to hook up to. They summoned all the
deuce-and-a-half water tankers from the motor
pool, but their tanks were all empty. They
had to go to the water point to fill up. The
brook was only a hundred yards distant, but
the other pumper was worse than the first
one. There was a problem understanding the
fire
department
commands.
Half
of
the
manpower
was
Korean-speaking
laborers.
Finally,
when
the
fire
was
almost
extinguished, they began to move out the new
general’s furniture, which was all ruined by
this time...
3 February 1959:
Dear Civilians, I have 93
days left in Korea. I applied for and got a
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pass to allow me to go to the mess hall to
eat early...I am doing guard duty tonight for
one of the guys who is paying me well. Got my
promotion to Specialist 4th Class!
18 February 1959: I’m in Japan on my R&R!
They cleared us out of Kashimi Barracks early
today and a bus took us down to the Tokyo
railroad station where I caught an express
for Osaka. Every time the train stops in a
station the passengers open their windows and
buy snack food. A stewardess had to come
through the train three times to sweep out
all the remnants. At my hotel I had to take
off my shoes at the door and wear slippers.
The following day I went by train to Kobe and
Kyoto and returned to Osaka. Next was Nara
and then by steam locomotive to Nagoya Hotel New Nagoya.
One day I rode the most
interesting Fujisawa - Kamakura interurban
line - Kamakura is where the Japanese
parachutists trained. All the hotel staff bow
to their guests - nice! On TV in the evening
they had a game show like beat the clock.
While I couldn’t understand what they were
saying it was hilarious nevertheless. Today
we passed Mt. Fuji on the way to Odawara and
then back to Tokyo. Took a nice side trip to
Enoshima and went to the Albion in the
evening - a great place.

26 February 1959: The flight back to Korea
was in a C-124; we flew over Mt. Fuji; we
made a stop at K-8 Kunsan and then arrived at
K-55 Osan. The next morning they put us on a
rail car for Seoul - a real treat. It was a
converted passenger car made self-propelled
with a diesel engine slung underneath, with
controls at either end and an Army truck air
horn. Half way to Seoul there were some
little kids putting things on the track. The
engineer made an abrupt stop and the fireman
jumped off and caught the smallest kid,
bringing him back to the train. The kid was
MTA of NJ Newsletter

screaming bloody murder. The fireman gave him
a boot and let him go. I caught the bus back
to Camp Casey.

18 March 1959: Today they issued black
belts to all in the company in accordance
with a directive issued by 8th Army HQ that
everyone would be wearing them by April 1st.
At noon in the big pouch from 8th Army was a
big envelope of reassignment instructions.
I looked on the roster on the outside of
the envelope and I knew that mine was in
there. So, I took it right next door and
asked them to open it. The orders are all
on IBM cards and after a few seconds of
shuffling I got mine. It reads: Wm.
Beaumont Army Hospital (Ft. Bliss), El
Paso, Texas. I will not be working in the
medical area. I am a clerk and I will be
doing something in that line. Those who
have been in the Army for a time all say it
will be an excellent duty assignment.
Beaumont is a separate base north of Ft.
Bliss. It is the area of the country I
wanted to go to. I will not be pulling any
guard duty there! Today the soldier ahead
of me departed so now I am next to depart,
with 41 days left. Met with my trolley
enthusiast friend, Paul Class, and we made
plans to get together when I return to the
US - he lives in Portland, OR. This
afternoon, Gen. Costello had a smoke bomb
put down the chimney of one of the new
officer’s quarters and then called the fire
dept. Guess he just wants to keep them on
their toes...We finally found out what they
have built up the valley from us. Everyone
thought it was going to be a stockade. It
is called a maximum security area. Within
its
double
apron
barbed
wire
fence,
patrolled continuously by six MP guards
will be stored the nuclear warheads for the
Honest John missiles which have recently
been attached to our division.
(To be continued)
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Jeep on Rails
By Capt. Bill McKelvey
Today, the long planned pick-up of items for a new
exhibit at the Military Technology Museum of NJ, Camp
Evans, Marconi Road, Wall Twp., finally occurred. When
brother Tom and I got to the Pump House at Phillipsburg,
Rick Wark and Tom McDonald of the MTM were waiting at
the gate with Rick's 20' double-axle, steel trailer in military OD
paint.
First we loaded 3 pieces of 40-lb. rail totaling 30'. It
was the guard rail which had come from the Rahway Valley
RR bridge over the Rahway River in Springfield. Next, we
loaded 7 old, appropriately aged, wood cross-ties (One had a
little tree growing out of it, which Rick pulled out and left at the
Pump House).
Using the winch on Rick's trailer made the job real
easy. However, prying off the old tie-plates was another
story. Then we picked out 30 tiny steel spikes which came
from Bob Stanton's Riverview & Woodside Railroad. Since
the exhibit will have a Jeep on a track, coming out of a tunnel
portal, we got them some stamped steel numbers so they
could put the typical rail mileage designation on the
tunnel. We also dug out one of the pedestrian flashers which
McKelvey rescued from Bethlehem after Conrail abandoned
the local remnant of the line to Lansdale.
We topped their truck off with a bucket of coal so they
can sprinkle it on the finished track to make it look
authentic. Incidentally, all the items above were donated by
the Friends of the NJ Transportation Heritage Center.
Note: Liberty Historic Railway has committed to fund the new
exhibit which will be complete with mannequins in
uniform! We can't wait for the exhibit to be completed!
The day we did this job will not be soon forgotten... It
was the same day of the very historic meeting between
President Trump and the North Korean leader, (Kim Jong
Un) which surely will have military and security implications
for the future - all good, we hope.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale: World War II Jeep MB GPW front end differential
assembly complete from break drum to break drum, also includes all
steering connector assembly including Bell crank and connecting
rods. Good condition $140. 8 combat rim interlocking rings for World
War II MB GPW. $45 for all 8 rings. Located in Long Valley New
Jersey must pick up. Call Gary Schultz at 973-207-8955.
For Sale: M36ww; has heater, hard cab, troop seats: M185wow van
with work benches in van body; M915 with Allison trans, M818ww,
hard cab, heater, M871 28 foot platform trailer with pin locks, 6K
RTFL with Detroit engine. Except RTFL, all vehicles have clean New
Jersey titles. All vehicles except RTFL have spare tires. All located
in Mahwah, NJ. Call 201.310.8615 Mountain std time 1600-2200.Email shadyside1983@gmail.com. For sale by member Philip Francis,
1341 N. Barkley, Mesa, AZ 85203, 201.310.8615
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original
with 1 pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with
one practice round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden
ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in
trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933
For Sale: 1939 Chevy Pickup, rolling frame, engine, trans, rear,
good running condition, 1999 S10 Cab front clip bed, $300. I have
many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @ 973-6279448.
Wanted: Folding troop seats or hardware for the cargo bed of a
deuce-and-a-half. Call or contact Bill McKelvey
908-464
9335 or mckelvey@lhry.org.
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P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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THERE WILL BE NO MTA
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