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The MTA September 6 2018 Monthly Meeting Minutes

THEN- The Dodge WC-54, 3⁄4-ton,
supply catalog designation G502, was
a WC series 4×4 light truck developed
during World War II by Dodge. It
served as the main ambulance used
by the US Army from 1942 to 1945, with some
used as late as 1953 during the Korean War by
the U.S. Army Medical Corps, and others serving
as late as the 1960s in the armies of some
European countries.
NOW- The Oshkosh M-ATV Tactical ambulance is
the latest version of M-ATV family vehicle
designed and manufactured by Oshkosh Defense.
The M-ATV ambulance variant meets the same
key performance points as the standard M-ATV. It
is a fully functional ambulance with the same
utilities as an on-road ambulance, including stateof-the-art medical equipment.
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4th 2018 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!
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The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Vice
President John Sobotka. The Pledge of Allegiance was led
by Sergeant of Arms Andy Salzano and was followed by a
moment of silence.
It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the
August meeting be approved and they were then approved
without opposition or comment.
Treasury Report - John Sobotka shared the club's income,
expenditures and balances for July. (This information is in the
September MTA of NJ Newsletter).
Lead East Car Show - Pat Dolan reported that the MTA
presence at the Lead East show at the Parsippany Hilton was
excellent. He listed MTA members attending each day (which
numbered around 8-10 per day), that we had filled around 15
spots (5 tons park big), and that we brought in 40+ toys and
hundreds of dollars for the Toys for Tots.
2018 Swap Meet - Pat Dolan reported that he has been
discussing having food trucks at the Swap Meet with
President Al Melini and that he was talking with some of the
trucks that were in attendance at Lead East. The Swap Meet
could have food trucks which would provide revenue to the
club. The trucks would have to be provided with electricity and
water. The MTA could continue with their kitchen operations.
Army Field Band - John Sobotka touted the virtues of
the US Army Field Band, a musical band skilled with a broad
cross-section of musical types that will play at no charge at
events at which also free of charge. The Swap Meet has a
gate fee, so we cannot arrange to have them at the swap
meet, but perhaps MTA could arrange for their performance
elsewhere. This might be tied in at a time and place near the
Swap.
Quarter Master Report - Gary Schultz reported that shirt
prices have dropped to $15 and that the 2 jackets we have
(large) are now available for $90.
MTA Parades - There are Veterans Day parades in Clifton
and New York. Pat Dolan will get more information on the NY
Parade. Parsippany is sending a parade check to Carolyn
Hoffman.
We interrupt our regularly scheduled programing for an
advertisement…MTA Member Jack White's 1941
Command Car is up for sale. If interested please call Jack
at 908-647-3367.
Donation to Helicopter Battalion - Gary Schultz reported
that our donation to the New Jersey National Guard, 1-150
Assault Helicopter Battaliion was very successful. They have
installed a microwave and various small appliances and
utensils in their kitchen. He also sadly reported that tragically
one of the battalion members (pictured right in September
newsletter) had been shot to death in Trenton, NJ.
MTA-By-Laws- The proposed change to the by-laws
(regarding publishing of items for sale) that were proposed at
our last meeting was read to the membership by John
Sobotka. There were comments from Terry Weaver, Pat
Dolan, John Sobotka and Gary Shultz. The matter was voted
on and passed 17-0.
Fall Foliage Trail Right – Gary Schultz reports that Pat
Tipton has graciously agreed to host a fall picnic at his 75acre farm in Wantage, NJ. The ride starts with breakfast at
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Yetter's Diner at 08:00. It leaves Yetter's at 09:00 for a ride
through Stokes State Forest. The final route has not yet been
determined - if your vehicle is over 1/2 ton please contact
Gary so that the route can be adjusted appropriately. The ride
converges at the Tipton Farm at 14:00. Cookie is cooking and
looking for a head count. Pat's farm will have been mostly
harvested by then so the trail potentials should be primo.
UPDATE to the Fall Foliage Trail Ride- We have an update
to share. We are rescheduling our MTA Fall Foliage Trail
Ride for Saturday October 13th.
We wish to advise all that Pat Tipton's father
passed away recently and the MTA sends along our
sincere condolences to Pat and his family. So, we will be
cancelling the picnic portion of the trail ride.
This year's trail ride will take us up through
Stokes State Forest for beautiful Scenic Fall Foliage and
on to Sunrise Mountain. We will continue the trail ride on
to High Point Mountain and the WWI Monument.
The ride would be from Yetter's Diner through the
town of Branchville to Stokes State Forest and up to the
Sunrise Mountain Pavilion/overlook parking lot. From
there, we'd continue along the Kittatinny Ridge to
Sawmill Pond (drive-by) and continue on to Rt. 23 S and
the entrance to High Point State Park. At the park there
is the High Point/ Veteran's Monument and 2 pretty
impressive scenic overlooks (assuming good weather).
Return trip to Yetter's Diner via Rt 23 S and
Sussex County Route 519 (past the volcano). A stop at
Space Farms is possible (for a snack and to view the gun
collection), or we could head straight back to Yetter's for
post ride debriefing/snack/late lunch. We can make that
decision (Yetter's or Space Farms) before leaving HP
State Park with majority rule determining the return trip.
Please reconfirm attendance for the October 13th trail
ride to me at:

Call Gary Schultz at 973-207-8955 or Chris
VanOrden at 973-271-6014

Railroad Battalion Report-John Sobotka reports the unveiling
and dedication of Locomotive 1823 is taking place on
Saturday September 8th at noon. Parking for MTA members
is at Holland Manufacturing, 15 Main Street, Succasunna.
MTA will be selling shirts the proceeds of which will go to Toy
Train. The Tri-State Railroad Authority will be running
caboose rides before the ceremony at noon. There will be a
color guard, some local high school girls will be singing the
national anthem and Carolyn will be among the speakers.
Notable ring tones were suddenly heard of Andy
Salzano's Norse War horns (no title known) and Terry
Weaver's Marines' Hymn. Both were very inspiring and
served as reminders to turn off our phones at the start of
the meeting.
John "Foxtrot" Traflet reports that there will be a
major Pee Wee Football event with the Bloomingdale and
Butler Youth Club that is of special interest to MTA members
and supporters of the Toy Train. They are hosting 4 games on
Saturday, October 27th (I believe at Memorial field /
Hempstead Field in Bloomingdale or Butler). They are inviting
MTA members to display their vehicles at the game field, and
anyone bringing a vehicle will eat for free. They are having a
color guard honoring veterans and collecting toys for the Toy
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Train. Over the years the Toy Train stop nearby has averaged
400+ toys per year.
Meeting adjourned at 8:52 PM.

Locomotive in Roxbury Becomes Tribute to
Veterans
Before Action Report
By Fred J. Aun
August 21, 2018
ROXBURY, NJ – A 63-year-old
locomotive that regularly ambles
through Roxbury is being decked-out
in patriotic fashion in a tribute to New
Jersey’s military veterans.
Dover & Rockaway River
Railroad No. 1823, a diesel-electric
workhorse built in 1955, is in the
process of receiving stars, stripes and
other vinyl decorations in time for a
planned
dedication
on
Olde
Suckasunny Day (Sept. 8), said John
Sobotka, one of the people involved
in the project.
Sobotka, a train engineer for the Norfolk & Southern
Railroad, is also a member of the Military Transport
Association. He said the choice of a venerable locomotive
such as No. 1823 for the labeling is appropriate because the
machine likely played a role in the nation's military supply
efforts.
“That engine probably supported military train
movements in its career,” said Sobotka, a Hopatcong
resident. “It’s one of the oldest they are using (at Dover &
Rockaway River). It probably supported Vietnam, Desert
Storm and Desert Shield.”
Sobotka said the dressing-up of No. 1823 is a joint
venture between the railroad and the Military Transport
Association.
“At noon on Sept 8, we are dedicating the locomotive
honoring New Jersey veterans,” he said. “There are more
than 371,000 New Jersey veterans still living.”
The locomotive will be parked near the intersection of
Railroad Avenue and Main Street in Succasunna on ‘Olde
Suckasunny Day’, allowing people at the street fair to walk
over and participate in the dedication.
“We are trying to set up with the local VFW post to
have a color guard there,” Sobotka said. “We want to invite
any and all veterans in the area to come by at 12 o’clock. It
will be just a simple ceremony.”
Sobotka said the engine will also be used this winter
to pull the annual Toys for Tots Train that makes stops in
Roxbury collecting holiday toys for underprivileged children.
He said the graphics on the locomotive will include
three stars situated inside the blue stripe. The three stars pay
homage to the fact that New Jersey was the third state to
ratify the U.S. Constitution, Sobotka explained.
“When a man or a woman joins the military, they take
an oath to uphold and protect the Constitution,” he added.
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After Action Report
By Gary Schultz
The MTA had a good turnout of about seven military
vehicles from the club, and the Picatinny Arsenal supported
the event with five soldiers and two cargo carriers. The
Marines were on hand with a contingent of four, dressed in
blues and carried the color guard or the dedication.

There were two young women who sung the
National Anthem and they did it flawlessly! Sorry didn't get
their names but you can see them standing in the center
picture and the five army soldiers at attention to the
right.

The MTA’s own Carolyn Hoffman provided MC duties
for the event and announced the day's activities and
attendees.

Airman Collector in
Post War Germany-Part II
By Harold “the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg
Last month's article gave a good idea of how I got
to Germany through the USAF and how I found things once
I got there.
As I pointed out in last month's Collector's Corner,
MTA of NJ Newsletter

of my lucky streak that came about when I was assigned to
OJT as a supply clerk in an Air Force Intelligence Squadron.
The unit had its offices and quarters in three large Villas,
overlooking the Danube River. During the war, the Villas
were occupied by the local big shot Nazi's.
The Supply Officer, the Supply Sergeant, and two
Supply Clerks, including me of course, had the responsibility
of keeping track of all the AF stuff in the Villas. This meant
that I had access to every key for every attic, cellar, and room
in the Villas. The Villas had been previously occupied by exNazi owners and also by the US Army Intelligence People
before the Air Force took over, so there was probably both
German and American stuff to be found…I hoped!!!
My first foray into finding collectibles and "liberating"
them, was when I was on duty, I climbed into an attic over a
garage. There in the dust was a really nice US M3 fighting
knife and scabbard, and a knuckle knife with an ugly looking
blade which led me to believe that a German soldier from
WWI
had
brought
home a US Trench
Knife from the Western
Front and tried to
reproduce it for WWII.
The shape of the blade
was so ugly that I took
it to a knifesmith in
town and had him grind
it down and reshape it
into a more pointed,
nasty dagger shape.
About forty years later,
I found that the knife, as it was, was really as they were made
in the USA, so my grinding changeover certainly affected the
collector value of it. But, I still have it, and I still like the altered
wicked look of the blade and iron knucks.
That Villa also gave up a Cal .38 Smith and Wesson
pistol, an early issue MP Billy club, lots of GI ammunition, and
other assorted goodies, all from previous American occupiers.
One of the other Villas was much more interesting.
There was a lot of German militaria stuff down in the wine
cellar, but being new and just feeling my way in the outfit, I did
not know just how far I could go, just liberating the stuff and
hauling it over to my quarters. I finally figured that the best
course of action was to make a "midnight requisition" since, of
course, I had access to the keys. I figured of course, that I
had better get to the stuff before some other "collector" in the
outfit got the same idea.
My plan was complicated by the fact that one of the
German civilians, a lady known to us GIs as "Red" who
worked as a housekeeper, also stayed there overnight and it
was her responsibility to make sure that the building was
locked and nobody was to come in after office hours. Being
new, I did not know Red that well so I did not feel that I could
involve her in my plan
So, taking my chances, about 9 PM, I let myself into
the cellar with my trusty flashlight and key and started going
through the piles of stuff on the shelves. (I can say that
perhaps it was the very first estate sale in my life, except that
it was not exactly legal like the ones I go to as often as I can
these days)
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Then, wouldn't you know it, about that time, Red
decides to come down into the cellar for something. I heard
her coming, and quickly figured that the best thing to do was
to meet her half way instead of hiding out in a dark corner.

BIG mistake-----you never heard such screaming----- from a
woman who thought she was alone in this big dark Villa and
suddenly sees this big hulk coming toward her up the circular
stone stairs from a dark cellar. You can't blame her for the
noise she made in her panic!
It took more than a little while to calm her down, but I
managed somehow, and she did not call the 'Poliizei' or tell
the AF authorities of my looting expedition. I was shook up
enough that I don't really remember if I left with my loot that
night or came back at a later date, but you gotta admit, that
was a close one.
The collectibles that came from that cellar were as
follows: A German Officers Billed Cap, a German Gas Mask
in the canister, a miniature SS Dagger, a starter pistol and a
whole lot of photos and photo albums of German soldiers
training and on maneuvers. Not really a bad haul for a young
collector. A sad part of the story however is that when I got
the stuff back to my quarters, I hid the cap and gas mask and
some photo albums in a clean out hole by the chimney where
the maid found them, and thinking that this forbidden German
material was stashed there by the previous German owner,
she threw them out in the rubbish, and I never saw them
again. Damn!
Anything with a swastika on it was and still is
forbidden in Germany. If you go to a militaria show in
Germany today, anything such as a dagger must have the
swastika covered by a paper sticker over it. It is simply illegal
to show a swastika or to ship an article with a swastika into
Germany and several other countries in Europe. If you sell on
eBay, eBay will refuse to display or handle any article with the
twisted cross on it.
As time went on, people in the outfit, even the
German civilian employees, learned that Ratzburg was a
"collector" and willing to buy or trade for militaria items.
Trading for things was made easier for us GIs in that there
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was a thriving black market going on in the ruins of the
country. Cigarettes were the main items of exchange. All GIs
got a ration of one carton of cigarettes per week, and that cost
the GI a whole dollar. Sold on the black market, that carton
would bring in about $4.50, which today doesn't seem like
much, but back then a lowly Private First Class made about
$65.00 per month, so an extra $14.00 a month helped like
heck. That Private First Class made about as much money as
a Foreman in a German factory, so we rich Americans had it
pretty well made, with our room and board supplied free by
the AF.
One of the cleaning women asked me if I was
interested in trading for a swastika that she had. She had
previously worked for the German Air Force, and when the
Luftwaffe base where she had worked was bombed, she had
liberated the swastika from where it used to stand in front of
the German Mess hall. Of course I was interested! For a
carton of cigarettes I got a beautiful, nine inch tall, chrome
plated, metal swastika on a chrome plated base.
Another lady offered a Luftwaffe Dress Dagger. Her
family had kept it buried in the garden behind the house and
she dug it up and brought it to me. It was a little damaged by
being buried, but easily worth the carton of cigarettes that she
wanted for it.

About a year after I got to Ulm, the US Army returned
in force and occupied all the old German installations that had
previously been used by the German army. This opened up
the possibility of trading military stuff with other supply people
when you had an overage or shortage of items that you were
responsible for in your own unit's paperwork. Judicious
trading turned up carbines, M-1 bayonets, helmets and other
assorted collectibles that appealed to me.
The troops, such as myself who came later to occupy
Germany missed out on a lot of goodies that earlier collectors
had access to. Of course, we later occupiers were not being
shot at either. Just imagine the choices that earlier collectors
had when they were able to pick through piles of contraband
that the Germans dropped or turned in.
The lady called Red, (the one I had scared the crap out of
when I encountered her on the dark stairway) told me how it
was when the US Army came into a town with their rifles and
tanks. The "Amies", as the Americans were called by the
Germans, put up notices that all Germans were to turn in ALL
WEAPONS upon fear of death. If they got caught with a
weapon, they could be shot. That really got their attention!
Red's father, who was a Master Sergeant in the German
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Army, had left at his home in Ulm, a Luger P-08 Pistol and his
Non Commissioned Officers Sword when he was shipped to
Norway. When the family suffered through the many air raids,
her mother carried the sword and pistol with her to the air raid
shelter every time the sirens sounded so as to save them for
her husband, but when the Amies notice about the
confiscation of weapons came to the attention of her mother,
her mother insisted that her daughter Red and brother Kurt
get rid of the forbidden articles.
Since they did not live very far from the Danube River, that is
where the gun and sword were dumped, late at night, along
with many other forbidden things that other German civilians
had to get rid of. Not being much of a swimmer or diver, I
never went after that stuff. I had always thought about going
fishing with a big magnet, but I never got around to it.
I could go on for many more pages of the
experiences of this little ole Wisconsin farm boy but enough is
enough for the MTA Newsletter. I don't want to drive up the
costs with more pages.

sporting and gaming equipment to them, this included balls,
gloves, bats and other baseball equipment.
This equipment can still be found today, but is unique
in that the equipment is actually stamped with “SPECIAL
SERVICES, U.S. ARMY” or “U.S. NAVY” or “USN” or “U.S.
ARMY” with a date.
The equipment can be a great accessory displayed
with your WWII or Post-WWII military vehicle.

Footnote: Some of you will by now have figured out that
"Red" was more to me than a passing acquaintance and you
are right. About two years after our encounter in the cellar, we
were married and this year marks 65 years of wedded bliss.
Anneliese (Lisa) is my partner at our MV shows and handles
the selling part of the stuff I buy at estate sales and flea
markets.
She lived through the bombing hell that was Ulm, and
on December 17, 1944, her home was destroyed. She was 14
when the war ended. If you would like to hear some war
stories of the German civilian side of the war, ask Lisa. She
was there and is not afraid to talk about it. Why she did not
come out of the war with this "Post Traumatic Stress
Syndrome" that you hear so much about these days, I will
never know.

WWII U.S. Army Issued
Baseball Equipment-Part I
By David Steinert
One area of U.S. militaria collecting that is often
overlooked or forgotten is the U.S. Army issued baseball
equipment during WWII. In the last few years, there have
been a number of books written about the popularity of the
game of baseball among the Allied Forces during WWII,
especially the Americans.
Baseball was a very popular past time when
American Troops were back in the States training for battle,
behind the battle lines in a foreign country or in a prisoner of
war camp in enemy territory. It was a game that was universal
in lifting morale, building team spirit and creating a spirit of
competition.
The Special Services was the entertainment branch
of the American military. This branch of the service was
nd
created on July 22 1940 by the War Department as part of
the Army Service Forces. Special Services was not only
responsible for training and organizing talented troops for
entertaining American Servicemen, but also for supplying
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As with all collectables, eBay is probably the best
source for finding original sporting equipment issued during
WWII. Depending on condition, WWII U.S. Army issued
baseball gloves usually sell for between $40 and $100, but
you never know what you might find at a local yard sale,
estate sale or flea market.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 34252. Currently
registered and inspected in New York State. Comes with Army radio,
mounted machine gun (disabled firearm) w/ mount and cartridges,
trailer, plastics to go over vehicle (no photo included, but available at
request) as well as two large boxes of extra parts. Vehicle has
always been garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to
arrange for shipment for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been
cut. Asking $18,000. Located in Pine Island NY.Please contact
Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or Vince - 845-728-9191.
For Sale: World War II Jeep MB GPW front end differential
assembly complete from break drum to break drum, also includes all
steering connector assembly including Bell crank and connecting
rods. Good condition $140. 8 combat rim interlocking rings for World
War II MB GPW. $45 for all 8 rings. Located in Long Valley New
Jersey must pick up. Call Gary Schultz at 973-207-8955.
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original
with 1 pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with
one practice round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden
ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in
trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933
For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.
Wanted: Folding troop seats or hardware for the cargo bed of a deuce-anda-half. Call or contact Bill McKelvey 908-464 9335 - mckelvey@lhry.org.

I will report on WWII U.S. Army issued baseball bats and
catching equipment in next month’s Motor Pool
Messenger.
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Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern Rim. Call
Bob @ . 201-226-9289
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Military Transport Association
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, October 4th
7:30PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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