Military Transport Association
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The MTA October 4 2018 Monthly Meeting Minutes

THEN- The XM733 Assault Vehicle was
an up-armored version of the M116 with
an open top, typically armed with a .50
cal.
machine
gun,
used
as
an
amphibious gun-truck escort for M116
cargo carriers, especially useful in the
wet terrain and rice paddies of Vietnam. The XM733
was a full tracked, amphibious vehicle produced by
Pacific Car and Foundry for the Marine Corps in
1966.
NOW- M1150 Assault Breacher Vehicle (ABV),
nicknamed “The Shredder”, is a U.S. military mineand explosives-clearing vehicle, based on the M1
Abrams-chassis, equipped with a mine-plough and
line charges. Its first large scale use by the US
Marines was in the joint ISAF-Afghan Operation
Moshtarak in Southern Afghanistan during the War
in Afghanistan in 2010 against the Taliban
insurgency.
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The meeting was delayed for several minutes while
the Sergeant of Arms searched for his gavel. As the attending
membership tossed verbal bantering in his direction, the
unsettled Sergeant at Arms quickly searched the meeting
room and found the missing gavel buried in a pile of MTA tshirts.
Finally the meeting was called to order at 7:36 pm by
President Al Mellini. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Sergeant of Arms, Andy Salzano and was followed by a
moment of silence.
It was moved by Dennis Vecchiarelli and seconded
by Pat Dolan that the minutes of the September meeting be
approved and they were then approved without opposition or
comment.
Al initiated a discussion about possibly starting the
monthly meetings at 7:00pm instead of 7:30pm. The reason
is simply that our meetings are running later than the 9 PM
closure of the Legion Hall. Jack McDevitt suggested we also
change the day of the meeting to perhaps a Monday. After
discussing all the scenarios concerning a holiday falling on a
Monday, it was decided to table changing the day of the week
for the meeting for now and just change the starting time of
the meeting on the first Thursday of every month to 7:00pm.
This was voted on and unanimously approved by the
attending membership. So...
…BEGINNING WITH THE NEXT MEETING ON THURSDAY,
ST
NOVEMBER 1 , FOOD WILL BE AVAILABLE AT 6:00PM
AND THE MEETING WILL START PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM
(UNLESS THE SERGEANT AT ARMS LOSES HIS GAVEL
AGAIN).
Al thanked Vice President John Sobotka for running
the September meeting. He also announced that MTA t-shirts
are on sale for $10. (The recently found gavel was pounded
on the Head table by the Sergeant at Arms to quiet the
rowdiness exhibited by those sitting at Table 1).
Treasury Report – Al shared the club's income, expenditures
and balances for September:
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Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy
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Webmaster- Rudy Garbely
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST 2018 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!
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He then reviewed the third quarter finances of the
club and summarized by saying that the club is in a good
financial condition and that we have $15,365.34 in surplus
that can be used to donate to causes that are vetted and
approved by the membership.
Parades: Al announced that THE MTA WILL NOT BE
PARTICIPATING IN THIS YEAR’S NEW YORK CITY
VETERAN’S DAY PARADE. However, for those of you
chasing the 5 parade goal for free dues next year, there is
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one more parade that you are all invited to. It's the City of
Clifton on November 4th. The lineup time is 1 PM at the
Athenia Veterans Post at 147 Huron Ave, parade starts at 2
PM. Please come out and hang with your fellow
members. Hoods up, engine talk! If any member is interested
in attending and has questions, please contact Art Swain at
201-916-6487.
2018 Swap Meet Report – Al mentioned that things are
moving smoothly as we approach the next swap meet in April
2019, although he encouraged members to think of new ideas
for attractions that would make the swap meet this year
unique from previous year’s shows.
John Sobotka mentioned he was working with the
organization that sponsor’s the traveling Vietnam Wall and he
is hoping we could get them to display it at our show this year.
John also touted the virtues of the US Army Field Band, a
musical band skilled with a broad cross-section of musical
types that will play at no charge at events at which also free of
charge. The Swap Meet has a gate fee, so we cannot arrange
to have them at the swap meet, but perhaps MTA could
arrange for their performance elsewhere. This might be tied
in at a time and place near the Swap.

ROB (Railroad Operating Battalion Report)-John Sobotka
announced that he had brought to the meeting t-shirts from
the unveiling and dedication of Locomotive 1823 on Saturday,
th
September 8 . The t-shirts sell for $20 and the proceeds go
to Operation Toy Train.
John reported that the Locomotive Dedication was a
great success and that the MTA should be proud of the
locomotive. He also appreciated the Marines and the NJ
National Guard for their participation at the event.
Like a car salesman that has his “fish hook” in a
prospective customer…John continued to reel the
membership in with the announcement that Operation Toy
Train was receiving a donation of surplus rail cars that would
be used on this year’s Toys for Tots train in December.
Speaking of Toys for Tots, John announced that this
st
year’s Toys for Tots schedule is planned as December 1 and
nd
2 for the New York State excursion including a stop at
th
th
Warwick, NY and that December 8 and 9 would be the
Morris County, NJ excursion. So, if you are planning on
helping this year, please contact either John or Carolyn
Hoffman.
The President’s Two Cents: Some of you may not be
aware that the Toys for Tots train is now being run by a new
501c3 organization that is called Operation Toy Train. The
organization is predominantly run by Carolyn, Rudy and
John. However, the MTA is, of course, closely aligned with
OTT and the train will still require MTA staff to operate
it. According to Carolyn, if you want to work the train this year
(Dec 1 and 2 Little Ferry to NYS and Dec 7 and 8 Morris
County and Kukien Lumber), you must email Carolyn and ask
to be put on the list. Cookie (the master of all things culinary)
will be keeping you all fed again this year. Carolyn can be
reached at choffman@operationtoytrain.org. If you plan on
attending the November Club Meeting, you can also see her
there to sign up. Carolyn will have schedules at the Nov
Meeting.
USS Ling Report-Jack Stuart reported that the USS Ling
WWII submarine in Hackensack was recently flooded by
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vandals who sneaked aboard and swiped four bronze
memorial plaques.
The New York Post reported that, Les Altschuler, vice
president of the Submarine Memorial Association, which
maintains the craft, said the dirty work was done by someone
familiar with the intricacies of the vessel.
“Locks were cut,” he told the NY Post. “Somebody
had to know what they were doing to flood the submarine. We
didn’t have enough rain to flood the boat — somebody
opened the hatches.”
Altschuler said the vandals made off with more than
$10,000 in bronze plaques that were dedicated to the 52 subs
and their sailors lost by the United States in WWII. “They
desecrated the memorial”, he said.
The Ling is part of the New Jersey Naval Museum,
but the nearly 2,500-ton vessel has been stuck in the mud
and closed to tours due to damage from Hurricane Sandy in
2012. A fund raiser has been set up to restore the sub and
the Hackensack police continue their investigation.
For the Good of the Club: Andy Salzano announced that the
YMCA in Wykoff will be hosting a “Salute to our Veterans” on
th
Monday, November 5 and will be commemorating WWI with
a special program and free luncheon for Veterans. Andy
invites MTA Veterans and members to attend. You are
welcome to bring your military vehicles. Please contact Andy
Salzano at 973-831-0920 or Art Swain at 201-916-6487 if
you would like to attend.

John "Foxtrot" Traflet reminded members that there
will be a major Pee Wee Football event with the Bloomingdale
and Butler Youth Club that is of special interest to MTA
members and supporters of the Toy Train. They are hosting 4
games on Saturday, October 27th (I believe at Memorial field
/ Hempstead Field in Bloomingdale or Butler). They are
inviting MTA members to display their vehicles at the game
field, and anyone bringing a vehicle will eat for free. They are
having a color guard honoring veterans and collecting toys for
the Toy Train. Over the years the Toy Train stop nearby has
averaged 400+ toys per year.
Russ Balliet addressed the membership about his
disappointment with the article concerning the Locomotive
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1823 Dedication Ceremony in the October issue of Motor
Pool Messenger. His disappointment was with the lack of
acknowledgement in the article and pictures of the Veterans
that were in attendance at the event. After all, the purpose of
the event was the dedication of Locomotive 1823 to honor NJ
Veterans.

The Editor sincerely apologizes for this lack of
acknowledgement to our Veterans. The best picture we could
find of the event showing a few of our Veterans standing to
the left is shown above. In no way was there any intention to
disrespect or minimize our respect for our Veterans.
Hoping to reinforce our support for our Veterans, John
Sobotka initiated a motion to donate $250 to the Armed
Forces Relief organization. It was seconded by the Editor and
unanimously approved by the membership.
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM.

After Action Report: The October Trail Ride
By Gary Schultz

Unfortunately the weather did not hold out for our Fall
Foliage Trail Ride, with intermittent rain lasting until around
11am.
But that didn't stop the hardy bunch of MTA trail ride
veterans. A total of 9 club members and 3 Jeeps showed up
in the middle of heavy rain at Yetter's diner for breakfast at 8
a.m. They were Pat Tipton, Gary Schutlz,, Ben Cave, Dennis
Dutcher, Chris Van Orden, and the Gardners (Ken, Patrick,
Marielle and Elen).

After a hearty breakfast we pondered whether to call
it a day or make the best of it. Instead of our regularly planned
trip to Sunrise Mountain and High Point Monument, Pat
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Tipton offered a detour to his nearby farm in Wantage where
we could view his 1943 MB undergoing a complete
restoration. Pat gave us a demonstration of panel shrinking
and straightening and a detail presentation on a special tool
he designed to install frame rivets...just like the originals.

After our educational tour of Pat's Jeep restoration
barn, Pat offered the group a tour around his 75 acre
farm. The group jumped at the opportunity to finally put our
jeeps in 4-wheel drive low and head off into the wet and
slippery hayfields. The views from the top of Pat's mountain
farm were beautiful as the rain had finally broken.
After the tour of the fields the team took and returned
the Jeeps to 2-wheel drive and headed off to back roads of
Wantage.
Both Pat Tipton and Chris Van Orden briefed the
team on the variety of local historical spots along the way
including a trip to the historical Lusscoft Farms, a now stateowned Farm agricultural Research Center.
Hitting the roads again, Pat showed us an old
farmhouse in rural back roads of Wantage that was rumorrd
by the locals to Wantag's Hanging Judge Courthouse. As the
name says, rumor has It the hangings were conducted in the
front yard.

Our small Convoy then proceeded on to the Volcano
House, which actually sits on top of a defunct volcano,
followed by a stop at an apple farm where we picked up some
goodies and a return to Pat’s Farm at about 1 p.m.
This wasn't the trip we originally scheduled but frankly
everybody enjoyed the camaraderie and the detours that the
day took to Pat's Farm and the backroads of Wantage
historical tours.
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We hope to do another trail ride again and hope more
members can join us next time.

In October 1917, two prototype trucks were driven
overland to the War Department in Washington D.C. for
extensive trials. The Standard B truck was the most desirable
and received highest praise during testing. Dubbed the
"Liberty", it was a 4 x 2, 3-ton truck. The results of the trials
were so successful that by mid -November, the government
had signed contracts for all the interchangeable components.
The Standard B Liberty truck started full production in April of
1918 and continued until the end of the war. During the war,
the American truck industry produced over 118,000 trucks of
all types including Liberty’s, but only a little over 50,000 were
sent overseas.
The characteristics of the power train for the first
Standard B “Liberty” truck was a 425 cu in (4-3/4 x 6") L-head
engine, 4 cycle, 52 bhp coupled with a four speed
transmission that gave the truck a top speed of 15 miles per
hour. The length of the vehicle was 261 inches with a width of
84 inches and a height of 75 inches with a wheel base of 160
1⁄2-inches. It had 4 gears forward and one reverse gear. It had
two 36 X 5 front tires and two dual rear tires.

TO CEMEMORATE THE 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
THE END OF WWI, A REPEAT OF AN ARTICLE THAT
APPEARED IN MOTOR POOL MESSENGER SEVERAL
YEARS AGO…

The Liberty Trucks of World War I
By David Steinert

The United States entered WWI in April 6th, 1917. Already,
war had been raging in Europe for nearly three years. Battling
European armies had made good use of the different varieties
of transportation that were available at the time, this included,
animal, motorized and railway systems.
The United States Army had just returned from its
involvement in the Punitive Expedition in Mexico that year
where it had begun to experiment with motorized transport.
During the Punitive Expedition the U.S. Army had
experienced the advantages of motorized trucks, where
mobility, endurance and speed far exceeded the ability of its
conventional horse drawn equipment.
The Quartermaster Corps quickly found out that
compared to a horse, the maintenance of a truck was a
nightmare. It was also realized that a truck of standard design
and interchangeable parts was a requirement for the Army.
To investigate these issues, a design committee was formed
of Quartermaster officers, Society of Automotive Engineers
members, and volunteers from the truck manufacturing
companies. The design committee agreed that a 3 to 5 ton
cargo truck was a critical need for the army. The truck needed
a large engine, a large gasoline tank, a large radiator and the
vehicle must have maximum ground clearance. Other
requirements agreed upon were a 4-speed transmission with
low gear reduction, demountable tires that are standard size,
3-point suspension with alloy steel springs and a locking
differential. Final design for a standard Army truck proceeded
quickly…thus the birth of the Liberty Truck.
The Liberty Truck was ultimately designed by the
Motor Transport section of the Quartermaster Corps in
cooperation with the members of the Society of Automotive
Engineers.
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There were two other classes of vehicles required by
the Quartermaster Corps, a Standard A, 2-ton vehicle and a
Standard AA, 3⁄4-ton vehicle. These were both designed at the
same time as the Standard B and used the same
interchangeable parts. The Standard B, 3-ton was the only
truck that went into full scale production.
Volunteers
from
the
following
commercial
manufacturers assisted in the standard design of the Army
truck, and included:
Kelley-Springfield Motor Truck Co, Timken Detroit Axle Co, Detroit,
Springfield, Ohio
Mich
International Motor Co, New York Sheldon Axle & Spring Co,
Gramm-Bernstein Motor Truck Co, Wilkes-Barre, Penn
Lima, Ohio
Russell Axle Co, North Detroit,
Dorris Motor Car Co, St Louis,
Mich
Missouri
Columbia Axle Co, Cleveland,
Republic Motor Truck Co, Alma, Ohio
Michigan
Torbensen Axle Co, Cleveland
Kissell Motor Car Co, Hartford,
Ohio
Wisconsin
The Autocar Co, Ardmore, Penn
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Service Motor Truck Co, Wabash, Waukesha Motor Co, Waukesha,
Indiana
Wisc
Velie Motors Corps, Moline, Illinois Wisconsin Motor Co, West Allis,
United States Motor Truck Co,
Wisc
Cincinnati
Hercules Motor Co, Canton, Ohio
Seldon Motor Vehicle Corp,
Hinkley Motor Co, Detroit, Mich
Rochester, NY
Continental Motor Co, Detroit,
Dart Motor Truck Co, Waterloo,
Mich
Iowa
Buda Motor Co, Harvey, Illinois
Denby Motor Truck Co, Detroit,
William & Harvey Rowland, Inc,
Mich
Philadelphia
Thomas & Thomas, Detroit, Mich Bock Bearing Co, Toledo, Ohio
Winther Motor Truck Co, Kenosha, Muncie Gear Works, Muncie,
Wisc
Indiana
Sterling Motor Truck Co,
McCord Mfg Co, Detroit, Mich
Milwaukee, Wisc
Covert Gear, Detroit, Mich
Packard Motor Car Co, Detroit,
Brown-Lipe Gear Co, Syracuse,
Mich
NY
Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Co,
Detroit Gear & Machine Co,
Buffalo, NY
Detroit, Mich
Westinghouse electric & Mfg Co, Warner Gear Co, Muncie Indiana
Pittsburg
International Motor Car Co, New
Splitdorf Electrical Co, Newar, NJ York
Dayton Engineering Labs Co,
Standard Parts Co, Cleveland,
Dayton, Ohio
Ohio
Bijur Motor Lighting Co, Hoboken, Engineering Editor, The
NJ
Automobile & Automotive
Wagner Electric Mfg Co, St. Louis, Industries.
Missouri
Remy Electric Co, Anderson,
Indiana

When the war in
Europe ended on
November 11,
1918, the United
States Army
would have the
best
transportation
network in the
world.

Images of restored WWI Liberty Trucks…
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WWII U.S. Army Issued
Baseball Equipment-Part II
By David Steinert

As I mentioned in last month’s Motor Pool
Messenger, baseball was a very popular past time with
American Troops during WWII. It was a game that was
universal in lifting morale, building team spirit and creating a
spirit of competition.
Last month I included pictures in my article of WWII
era baseball gloves that were distributed to the Allied Troops
by the U.S. Special Services. Other baseball equipment that
can be found today that were issued by the U.S. Special
Services during WWII are bats, uniforms and catcher
equipment. This equipment is also unique in that the
equipment is actually stamped with “SPECIAL SERVICES,
U.S. ARMY” or “U.S. NAVY”, “USN”, “U.S. ARMY” or “U.S.
Marine” with a date.
Again, this equipment can be a great accessory
displayed with your WWII or Post-WWII military vehicle.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@optonline.net or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 34252. Currently
registered and inspected in New York State. Comes with Army radio,
mounted machine gun (disabled firearm) w/ mount and cartridges, trailer,
plastics to go over vehicle (no photo included, but available at request)
as well as two large boxes of extra parts. Vehicle has always been
garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to arrange for shipment
for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been cut. Asking $18,000.
Located in Pine Island NY.Please contact Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or
Vince - 845-728-9191.
For Sale: World War II Jeep MB GPW front end differential assembly
complete from break drum to break drum, also includes all steering
connector assembly including Bell crank and connecting rods. Good
condition $140. 8 combat rim interlocking rings for World War II MB
GPW. $45 for all 8 rings. Located in Long Valley New Jersey must pick
up. Call Gary Schultz at 973-207-8955.
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with 1
pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with one practice
round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden ammo crate. Asking
$3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk Stinson 862-2090933
For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @
973-627-9448.
Wanted: Folding troop seats or hardware for the cargo bed of a deuce-anda-half. Call or contact Bill McKelvey 908-464 9335 - mckelvey@lhry.org.
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern Rim. Call
Bob @ . 201-226-9289
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P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, November 1st
7:00PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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