THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6TH 2018 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!
THEN- Santa Claus rides in a Bell UH-1
Iroquois
military
helicopter,
first
introduced in 1959, is the first production
member of the prolific Huey family of
helicopters, and was it developed in over
twenty variants. The U.S. Army began a
competition for a new helicopter for general utility and
medical/casualty evacuation in 1955. In June 1955, Bell
Helicopter was awarded a contract to develop the next
generation turbine-powered utility helicopter for the
U.S. Army.
NOW- The Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk is a four-bladed,
twin-engine,
medium-lift
utility
helicopter
manufactured by Sikorsky Aircraft. Sikorsky submitted
the S-70 design for the United States Army's Utility
Tactical
Transport
Aircraft
System
(UTTAS)
competition in 1972. The Army designated the
prototype as the YUH-60A and selected the Black
Hawk as the winner of the program in 1976, after a flyoff competition with the Boeing Vertol YUH-61. Named
after the Native American war leader Black Hawk, the
UH-60A entered service with the U.S. Army in 1979, to
replace the Bell UH-1 Iroquois as the Army's tactical
transport helicopter. Black Hawks have served in
combat during conflicts in Grenada, Panama, Iraq,
Somalia, the Balkans, Afghanistan, and other areas in
the Middle East.
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Military Transport Association
The MTA November 1st 2018 Monthly Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm by
President Al Mellini. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Sergeant of Arms, Andy Salzano and was followed by a
moment of silence.
Treasury Report from Ginnie McDevitt:

It was moved by Pat Dolan and seconded by Bill
Dekker that the minutes of the October meeting be approved.
Passes unanimously!
As usual, Al asked if there were any new members at
the meeting…Jack White sheepishly raised his hand.
Ironically Jack was probably the oldest member at the
meeting…actually he was probably the oldest person at the
meeting!
Committee Reports:
Newsletter Report: As usual, Dave Steinert was about to
thank all those who contributed to the November
newsletter…after a long pause he realized that he had taken
the meeting minutes at the last meeting and all the articles in
the last newsletter…so he graciously thanked himself for the
contributions God Blessed him with.
Parades: Art Swain reminded and welcomed any members
that could participate in the Veterans Day Parade in Clifton on
Sunday, November 4, this would be our last parade of the
year.
UPDATE: The parade was held on Nov 4. In attendance
were Al and Mark Burghardt, Dennis Dutchen, Al and Mark
Mellini (with Olivia and Parker on board), Andy Salzano and
Art Swain. A good time was had by all
Quartermaster Report – Gary Schultz was not present at
the meeting, but told Al that our inventory was good, with no
need to order more.
Then Al mentioned that there was a special “Black
Thursday Sale” on inventory of the club’s fashionable apparel
on display at the meeting. The MTA solid color shirts were
being sold for $10 to get rid of inventory. Al was hoping that
members would immediately rush to the table and take
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advantage of this generous opportunity…but, uh…that didn’t
happen!
Jack McDevitt asked if we are nearing our breakeven point on the shirts Al thinks we’re close, but he’d rather
they went to members at cost than sit in inventory. He is not
concerned with making money on the shirts.
Al went on to say, he was hoping to have Gary order
more inventory for our show in April.
President’s Report - Operation Toy Train – Al is only allowed
$250 without member approval. Al is requesting an allocation
of $600 to purchase food for the Toys for Tots train, with any
left over to be returned. Motion made by Ken Gardner,
seconded by Tim Farrell, passes with 2 abstentions.
In regard to the MTA Email List: We need to keep the
email list in line with our By-Laws. Copies of the By-Laws are
on the website and can be requested at any time.
Parades & Credits: Spreadsheet has been updated
with latest credits. We will be awarding parade credits to any
member who follows the “Toys Train” with their vehicle. If
anyone has any suggestions on improving the parade
attendance or other facets of the events please reach out to
Al. We had a great year with a marked increase in
attendance.

living on their own again. Jack McDevitt moves we make a
$300 donation, seconded by Ken Gardner. Dennis
Vecchiarelli remembers we made a donation to Fair Haven
instead of through Rolling Thunder. John Sobotka amends
the motion to increase to $500, seconded by Carolyn
Hoffman, motion passes unanimously.
John Sobotka – In regards to Dover National Guard– In past
years we have donated to them to have their holiday party,
they are asking if we can donate again and are inviting all
MTA members to attend the party. This benefits the
Guardsmen and their families. Event is 9 December 2018 at
1300 hrs. John is proposing our usual $500 donation. A
motion was made by Dave Steinert, seconded by Ben Cave,
passes unanimously.
Anita Roberts – In regards to the Veterans Community
Project organization –- Group is building tiny houses as
transitional housing. Donations over $150 will secure a
personalized brick for their memorial wall with a veteran’s
name. Anita proposes we buy a brick in Jack Bennett’s
name. Dennis Vecchiarelli. moves we donate $500,
seconded by Dennis Dutcher. Jeff Bennett pledged another
$100 donation. Passes unanimously. (Jeff gave Al a check at
the meeting, total MTA check will be $600)

Operation Toy Train: Carolyn Hoffman put out the sign-up
sheet for anyone interested in working the upcoming train
st
event. John Sobotka had a conversation with 1 Sgt.
Acenscio regarding collections at the Picatinny Arsenal Main
Gate. They need vehicles (Large Trucks) at the gate to help
shuttle donations into the warehouse from the main gate.

Toys For Tots Collection Event – Boonton Station 1904, 202
Myrtle Ave, Boonton NJ. Sunday, November 25, 2018 from 11
am to 3 pm. We would love to see some small vehicles (Jeep
sized) to support the collection.
Donations Policy Reminders– If $500 or less we can vote the
same meeting, over $500 must go in the minutes and
newsletter to be approved the following month. The member
proposing the donation must speak about the donation and
then present to the members.
Russ Balliet reports that the organization Rolling Thunder is
collecting to set veterans up with necessities for starting out
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Al asks about our history with the Wounded Warrior
Foundation – John Sobotka and Jack McDevitt remember
that we used to donate on a local level. Al will do more
research. This brought up the topic of our past donations to
the National World War II Museum in New Orleans, LA. Al will
email Ginnie to see if she has any information. Pete
Diamandopoulos asks if we have ever donated to the USO.
Pete will do some research on local USO chapter. Pat Dolan
makes a good point that we may be safer donating to specific
projects locally or actually donating items needed (such as
the television donated to Lyons Veterans Hospital). We still
have money budgeted for donations through the end of 2018
if members have other donations to recommend.
Jack McDevitt – Vehicle rentals for filming – We have had a
pretty busy few months, various vehicles used in different
shoots. The car company now has contact information on
members and is calling members directly, cutting the club out.
Jack has now had several instances of members making their
own deals with the rental company and keeping the extra
10% that would go to the club. Sometimes the check goes to
the MTA and Ginnie disburses to the member less 10%,
other car companies pay the members directly. This is
contrary to the club initiating the shoots in the first place and
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introducing our members to the movie people. It’s a very
important fundraiser for the club. The unanimous consensus
at the meeting was that all members should follow the club’s
policy. Jack will follow up with the car company and bring
results back to the December meeting. Al will remind all club
members of the TV & movie shoot policy via the email list.
RROB (Railroad Operation Battalion): John Sobotka
reports the club’s Locomotive is still running and working in
Morristown. No new updates. Jack McDevitt notes that this is
the first meeting where John didn’t have much to say!
New Business: Pat Dolan, from Tom Slockbower – Short
Memorial Day parade through Rockaway looking for vehicles
to transport veterans needing assistance. Pat Dolan will
coordinate. This is the oldest parade in the country.

awake during one of these lengthy rituals. E-v-e-r-y Cub
Scout gets an award!
After completing the "Colors" intro, John was
introduced and he spoke to the group about Veterans, some
interesting history; and even taught them some Marine terms
such as "Sempre Fidelis", "Gung Ho", and of course "OOH
RAH". The lecture concluded with 'orders' from all Vets,
before and current; which they accepted with enthusiasm.

Motion to adjourn by Dennis Vecchiarelli at 8:32 pm

MTA Members Instruct a History Lesson to a Pack
of Cub Scouts and Survive
By Dave Steinert
MTA Member Chris Tamburro had a request from a
local Cub Scout Pack to display his military vehicle and give a
little talk at one of their meetings. Chris perhaps looking for a
little assistance with facing a pack of Cub Scouts all by
himself contacted MTA Member Art Swain for help. Art
suggested that Chris contact MTA Member John Traflet.
John, who has been doing parades with Art for years, also
has experience with lecturing at grammar schools, high
schools and even adult classes on U.S. History, Gettysburg
and the U.S. Civil War, Vietnam, and even lectures on
patriotism. It's something John likes to do, especially for
young students, who do not get taught much history in school
these days. Heck, John could handle a pack of Cub Scouts
with one hand tied behind his back. Chris contacts John and
John gladly accepts the challenge.
On the day of the scheduled meeting, John rides to
the event in Chris’ deuce. This alone was very nostalgic for
John, bringing back memories of his times with the Corps.
They arrived at the meeting and were welcomed by the Pack.
The Den and Pack Leaders were very cordial and began their
meeting with their awards ceremony. Anyone who has had
sons in Cub Scouts and has attended one of these award
ceremonies can certainly understand the “battle” it is to stay
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Then Chris took the Pack outside to view his deuce
and a 5-ton truck. The Cub Scouts seemed to enjoy the
opportunity to sit in the cab of the deuce and stand next to a
historic vehicle. Perhaps a couple of seeds were planted and
some future MTA members will bloom from this experience.
The parents and Scout leaders all seemed to appreciate the
event from the MTA. But for John, the highlight of the event
was at the end when Chris' daughter came to him and said,
"You did good!"....That just made his day.
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Christmas was Big Day for the Yanks of the American
Expeditionary Forces in WWI
The Young Men’s Christian Association made Christmas
day as cheery and “homey” as possible for the men of the American
Expeditionary Force overseas.
Over 80,000,000 cigarettes were given away to the men at
the Christmas tree celebrations in the 1500 “Y” huts abroad, together
with 4,000,000 chocolate bars, 2,000,000 tins of smoking tobacco
and 2,000,000 packages of chewing gum.
Every Y. M. C. A. hut in France had a Christmas tree with
gifts and special entertainment, with 1500 Santa Clauses. French
children were invited to the huts as soldiers’ guests. In every hut
Thomas Cushing’s playlet. “Mistletoe and Onions,” specially written
for the American expeditionary forces, was presented, together with
a minstrel show and moving pictures.
In London 2000 American soldiers, sailors and marines
were entertained at turkey dinner in 1000 British homes, thanks to
the International Hospitality League of the Y. M. C. A. The plum
pudding and roast beef of Merrie England were there, vying with
American turkey and cranberry sauce. These 2000 men had what it
takes to drive homesickness away on the one day when a fellow
wants good companionship.
Source: The Camp Sherman News – December 31, 1918.

In December 1944, American forces had been spread
across a 75 mile stretch of the Ardennes Forest. The Ardennes was
considered to be a minimal fighting area and therefore, the troops
that had been placed in the area were either inexperienced or had
been moved there to rest. However, early in the morning of
th
December 16 , 1944, American troops were caught off guard by a
surprise counteroffensive attack. The attack consisted of
approximately 200,000 German troops and 1,000 tanks. Hitler had
been planning the counteroffensive since September 1944. He had
hoped to break through the American front lines, with the ultimate
goal of splitting the Allied Armies in half. Hitler had also hoped to
take control of the supply port in Antwerp, Belgium. This
counteroffensive attack led to what we now remember as the Battle
of the Bulge.
The Battle of the Bulge lasted six weeks, though it came to
an apex during the Siege of Bastogne, which had begun on
th
th
December 20 and lasted through December 27 . Bastogne was a
key location for both the Allied and Axis armies. The Germans knew
that they had to capture the city of Bastogne in order for their
counteroffensive attack to be successful. On the other side, the
Allied Armies knew that to successfully stop the German Army and
to regain the upper hand, they needed to hold on to Bastogne.
Unfortunately for the Americans, the German Army had already
encircled them. Recognizing the predicament of the American
troops, the German Army hand-delivered the following note to
General McAuliffe on December 22nd:
To the U.S.A. Commander of the encircled town of
Bastogne,
The fortune of war is changing. This time the
U.S.A. forces in and near Bastogne have been
encircled by strong German armored units. More German
armored units have crossed the river Ourthe near
Ortheuville, have taken Marche and reached St. Hubert
by passing through Hompre-Sibret-Tillet. Libramont is
in German hands.
There is only one possibility to save the
encircled U.S.A troops from total annihilation: that
is the honorable surrender of the encircled town. In
order to think it over a term of two hours will be
granted beginning with the presentation of this note.
If this proposal should be rejected one German
Artillery Corps and six heavy A. A. Battalions are
ready to annihilate the U.S.A. troops in and near
Bastogne. The order for firing will be given
immediately after this two hours’ term.
All the serious civilian losses caused by this
artillery fire would not correspond with the wellknown American humanity.
-The German Commander

General McAuliffe replied the same day, writing:
To the German Commander,
N U T S!
– The American Commander
And with that, the battle carried on. For those entrenched in
this war, there would be no Christmas truce like there had been
during WWI.
Many soldiers spent Christmas 1944 “celebrating” the best
that they could. For American soldiers within Bastogne, Christmas
services were held by the Army Chaplain. For the soldiers that were
defending Bastogne outside of the city limits, their Christmas was
spent on the battlefield. There have been many stories shared by
veterans who described Belgian families taking them into their
homes on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. As one veteran
recounts:
“We were out in the outskirts of Bastogne, we found this
farmhouse… Inside was a man and a woman, and a little boy
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and a little girl…the wife, she gave us some soup and some
black bread. We stayed there all night in this farmhouse. The
war was going on fiercely outside and for some reason the
farmhouse never got hit. We were there Christmas Eve. We
sang Christmas songs that night with this Belgian family. We
sang Jingle Bells and Silent Night. The words were different but
the music was the same….”
This Christmas marks the 74th anniversary of the Battle of
the Bulge, and more specifically, the Siege of Bastogne.

VIETNAM CHRISTMAS 1967
By Lee Miracle, with Terry Bender
Our unit was the 1st 14th Inf, 3rd Bgde, 4th Inf Div,
Golden Dragons, and our Company was Echo (E). Three of the
platoons in our company were mortar platoons, and we were the
Recon Platoon for the 1st 14th. Our code name was Fox Force.
Several days before Christmas 1967, we were sent out
on patrol. The main task was patrol, but we did lots of ambushing
also. We were right in the middle of Monsoon season, and it was
raining day and night. It would get so cold at night that I could not
sleep for the chattering of my teeth. The only cover we had was
our ponchos and liners.
We had been on patrol for several days, and everything
we had was soaked beyond belief...soaked to the point where
your skin begins to wrinkle. I was a machine gunner, and we
were trying to keep our weapons clean in all the rain; we would
take turns with the cleaning.
We had a very good Platoon Leader, Lt. Terry Bender.
He had moved us to the top of a hill to setup for the night, as he
felt that would be a good place. The hill had some big boulders
on it and would give us some protection.
The hill overlooked a rice paddy that appeared to be
one-half mile long from where we were to the other end. From
our left, as you looked towards the rice paddy, was a steep hill
that was covered with heavy woods. There was a wide trail that
ran along the rice paddy and the bottom of the hill.
Lt. Bender had a policy that, whenever possible, he
would always plot either mortars or artillery in the event we
needed help during the night. Well this evening was no different;
the Lt. had charted artillery since we were out of range for mortar
support.
The guys started scrounging for food because, being out
for several days, we were running real low on supplies. We were
practically out of food, cigarettes, and ammo. On our last
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resupply, we were mistakenly sent tracer ammo for our machine
guns.
At daybreak the next morning, whoever was on guard at
the time would wake everybody in the squad. As we got up that
morning, in our water-soaked stupor, we did like all GIs...we took
a leak, cleaned our weapons, and ate whatever there was for
breakfast or drank a cup of coffee. Someone would always be on
guard because you could never relax for a minute.
Just as we finished cleaning our weapons, our guard, on
the side of the rice paddy, notified the CP that he thought he saw
movement along the tree line at the other end of the rice paddy.
Immediately everyone focused their attention on the site.
Shortly, a Vietnamese soldier stepped out of the tree line
and just stood there looking around for a while. He was waiting to
see if he had been detected or if he could detect any enemy in
the area. Apparently he felt that he was all alone, so he
proceeded out of the wooded area and began walking along the
trail that ran between the hillside and the rice paddy. He was
walking point.
After he made his way into the open, there came
another, and then another. Those soldiers just kept coming out of
that tree line. We were just sitting there counting Vietnamese
soldiers, but Lt. Bender was on the radio with Hdqtrs. deploying
our backup support. He knew that we would need help with a
group this big because we were almost out of ammo, except for
the tracer rounds. We were still counting soldiers as they came
out of the tree line.
Lt. Bender had arranged for the "Sharks" Gunships to
hover behind the hill until he gave the order to open fire. Since
we had so many tracer rounds, we were to pinpoint the targets
for the gunships. Everyone else would open fire with their M-16s.
At the same time, the gunships would come from behind the hill
and zero in on the enemy. Once the gunships had finished, the
artillery was supposed to take over and saturate the entire area,
which was the hillside and the wooded area directly in front of us.
We were still counting soldiers coming out of the tree
line, right at our position. There were so many that they looked
like ants lined up along the rice paddy. Our count was up to 111
soldiers when four guys came out of the tree line carrying
something wrapped in canvas that was so big, it took all four of
them to carry it. Well, this was enough, 115 Vietnamese soldiers
heavily armed. Lt. Bender knew that we could wait no longer for
some help.
Lt. Bender gave the order for the gunships to come on
in; and, at the same time that they came over the hill, we all
opened fire...all three machine guns, spitting out tracer rounds to
mark the target, and everyone else firing their M-16s.
It sounded like ALL hell was breaking loose; I mean,
here are 25 guys on the ground firing simultaneously, including
three machine guns, and then the "Sharks" Gunships. Those
babies are BAD NEWS for the enemy. Once that all started, the
Vietnamese were trying to sprint up that wooded hillside.
As soon as the gunships had cleared the air space, Lt.
Bender followed up with artillery. Those guys completely
saturated that hillside. This seemed to last all day, but it was
probably no more than an hour. When it was over, we could
hardly see the rice paddy for all the smoke and fog mixed
together.
Well, now we were in one heck of a mess...already short
on ammo and now even shorter, out of food, and the choppers
could not get back in to land and pick us up due to the weather.
And, we could not move from our position because it was open
all around us. I know the Platoon Sgt. was expected to extend for
another tour; but I heard him call Hdqtrs. and tell them to get his
papers ready, that he was going home when we got in.
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I think that Lt. Bender and our Platoon Sgt. must have
threatened somebody's life. Here we were, several days without
resupply, wet, cold, out of ammo; and we could not get any help.
So, on our second day of being stranded, we finally got a
chopper pilot to fly down the valley; and one of the crew kicked C
Rations out the chopper door as they flew by. We sent a patrol
down to dig the C Rations and a little ammo out of the rice
paddy. At least we could finally eat and protect ourselves.
Now, I'll tell you, these were really scary times because
the enemy knew where we were, but the terrain was so open that
we could not move our position. We had the best there was to
offer at the time. We were just stuck there until the weather
broke.
Finally, late in the afternoon of Christmas Eve, the
choppers were able to come in close enough to pick us up and
get us out of there. Man, were we ever happy. Here it was
Christmas Eve, and we were going in for Christmas. It was finally
over.
We were on the choppers and heading back to LZ
Thunder, when we had to make a detour. Bravo (B) Company
was pinned down and could not get out. So, Fox Force gets the
call to stop by and try to help Bravo out of a mess.
The choppers landed us about one-half mile from where
Bravo Company was pinned down, and Lt. Bender had
everybody drop their rucksacks. He left three guys there to guard
the equipment, and everyone else took all the ammo they could
carry. We headed for the sound of gunfire.
On our way, running as hard as we could, carrying
ammo and weapons, we came upon a creek that looked to be
only about five feet wide. It was a little hard jumping that far,
carrying 1,000 rounds of ammo and a machine gun; so, I went in
the water. But, I was not alone...there were other guys that could
not make the jump either.
The bad news is, the creek was almost as deep as it
was wide. Here we were, chest deep in a creek. We got out OK;
but, as was the case with all those creeks, once you got out you
were covered with leeches.
We finally got through this mess and came within
eyesight of Bravo pinned down by snipers in a hooch. Lt. Bender
got on the radio and called for artillery, moving us in under the
fire of 8" guns. The whole time, he was on the radio walking and
talking, charting the artillery as we walked. When I heard those
rounds whistling in over our heads, I did not think this heart could
take it. I said, "GOD, please don't let him screw up." Well, he
didn't.
We got Bravo Company out of trouble, went back to
where our rucksacks were, and got some choppers on in to LZ
Thunder.
When we got to LZ Thunder, we had to stay in some
abandoned artillery bunkers; but they had a roof, and they were
dry inside. We even got to eat hot food from the mess hall. Some
of the guys scrounged up some candles, and one of them
bummed a guitar from someone stationed there. We all sat
around candles that night, singing Christmas Carols.
There was supposed to be a ceasefire because my
parents sent me copies of the newspaper articles saying so. The
next day...Christmas Day, however, we were up and out at the
crack of dawn, heading back to the field, eating Ham and Limas
again. The Vietnamese had broken the so-called ceasefire. Hell,
we already knew that.
EPILOG: With all that we had just been through, it was amazing
that all these grown men sat in those hooches on Christmas Eve,
around candles, singing Christmas Carols, knowing that GOD
had saved our lives, again. It was made more glorious by the fact
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that we were of different color, but all Americans. Now, this is
what America is all about.
Christmas sure has been a lot nicer ever since that day,
and I really do appreciate everything that GOD has given me,
including my life. I hope and pray that everyone has a great
Christmas, especially America's Vietnam Veterans.

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@mtaofnj.org.or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale: I have some good condition seat parts left over from a recent
upgrade to my Willys CJ. Here Is a web page link with some Images.
http://www.gmwgaragesale.com/parts_for_sale_files/garage/index.html
For Sale, $25.00 For each set. Please help me make room In the garage.
George Wagner. Nine-Seven-Three-927-7616.

For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 34252. Currently
registered and inspected in New York State. Comes with Army radio,
mounted machine gun (disabled firearm) w/ mount and cartridges, trailer,
plastics to go over vehicle (no photo included, but available at request)
as well as two large boxes of extra parts. Vehicle has always been
garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to arrange for shipment
for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been cut. Asking $18,000.
Located in Pine Island NY.Please contact Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or
Vince - 845-728-9191.
For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @
973-627-9448.
Wanted: Folding troop seats or hardware for the cargo bed of a deuce-anda-half. Call or contact Bill McKelvey 908-464 9335 - mckelvey@lhry.org.
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern Rim. Call
Bob @ . 201-226-9289
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Military Transport Association
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, December 6th
7:00PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.

The MTA wishes all
their Members a Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
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