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MTA 2019 Officers and Key Committee Heads 
 

President- Al Mellini 
Tel: 973-723-2166                email: albert.mellini@gmail.com 
 

Vice President- John Sobotka 
Tel: 862-266-6284                    email: jjsobotka@hotmail.com 
 

Recording Secretary- Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                        email: ch2112@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896                        email: 

 

Sergeant at Arms-Andrew Salzano 
Tel: 973-831-0920                        
 

Membership Chairman- Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
       

Newsletter Editor- Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 email: dsteinert@mtaofnj.org. 
 

Parade Coordinator- Vacant 
Tel:                                                        email:  
 

Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-803-9725                     email: bmurph411@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster- Rudy Garbely 
Tel: 973-800-9251                      email:rgarbely@gmail.com 
 

 
                                         

 

 
THEN - In the invasion of Iwo Jima 

during WWII, the LVT-4 played a crucial 

role both as the assault vehicle to 

carry troops and as the chief logistical 

vehicle in the first days. Ashore, the 

LVTs were used to rescue wheeled 

vehicles that could not navigate Iwo 

Jima's soft volcanic ash and steep terraces. In 

addition, American troops used the LVTs to transport 

casualties from the front lines to evacuation sites on 

the beaches. The 75mm howitzer on the LVT-4 provided 

important fire support as the Marines slowly advanced 

across the island. 

NOW- The AAVP7A1 is an armored assault amphibious 

full-tracked landing vehicle. The vehicle carries troops 

in water operations from ship to shore, through rough 

water and surf zone. It also carries troops to inland 

objectives after ashore. From ship to shore to 

objective, no equipment better defines the distinction 

and purpose of Marine Corps expeditionary capabilities 

than the AAV-7 Amphibious Assault Vehicle. Designed 

to assault any shoreline from the well decks of Navy 

assault ships, AAVs are highly mobile, tracked armored 

amphibious vehicles that transport Marines and cargo 

to and through hostile territory. 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH 2019 AT THE WHIPPANY 
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. 
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE 
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES! 

 
Military Transport Association 

 

The MTA January 3rd 2019 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by 
President Al Mellini followed by Sergeant-at-Arms Andy 
Salzano leading the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance 
followed by a moment of silence. 
 

President’s Report: Al Mellini – “Happy New Year to all. We 
have a busy agenda and an Iwo Jima exhibit by Pat Dolan”! A 
motion to approve December minutes was made by Pat 
Dolan, Seconded by Frank Shane, passes unanimously. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: A wrap up of 2018 financials: 
 

 
 

           Al went on to explain that the MTA had a good year. 
We received $502 donated to the club. We brought in $6150 
from parades alone! Swap meet had an income of $32,206 
(before expenses) and $6765 income from vehicles in 
movies.  
           On the other side of the ledger, the club spent about 
$2600 in food for meetings, etc. and a total of $4700 in 
expenses for printing and mailing the newsletter. The 2018 
Swap Meet cost $18,764 to operate, so we did well there. 
           The club made donations to organizations that support 
our veterans totaling $3322 which are authorized by members 
(out of $5000 budget), including the food monies donated to 
Operation Toy Train. Net income for 2018 was $14,772. 
           A sales table was set up at the meeting with MTA 
shirts, hats and so forth. Magnets from past Swap Meets were 
available for free.  
 

Committee Reports 
 

Membership: Fred Schlesinger reminded members that 
dues are expected for 2019 by January 31, 2019. Please 
send your checks to: MTA, P.O. Box 393, Budd Lake, NJ 
07828 
Parades: Al summarized the Parade Credits: 9 members 
had 5 parade credits or more for 2018. Credits were given for 
extra usage of vehicles as well, such as following the Toys for 
Tots train, the Intrepid Museum day, etc.  
Donations: Al talked about the MTA’s donations so far i.e.; 
Wreaths Across America – Club donated $450 which bought 
30 wreaths; Rolling Thunder; Veteran Haven North Wishlist. 
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Holiday party was held to present veterans with care 
packages; Veterans Community Project – Al read a Thank 
you letter from the organization,, we donated $500, plus $100 
from Jeff Bennett to purchase a brick memorializing Jack 
Bennett.  
New Donation request: Jim McCall requested a donation 
for one Boy Scout to go to Boys State Retreat in 2019. Tim 
Farrell has attended and praised the program. Frank Shane 
proposes we donate $500 to send 2 boys. Motion to approve 
$500 to send 2 boys to Boys State made by Dennis Dutcher, 
seconded by Fred Schlesinger, passes unanimously. 
          Discussion moves to money remaining from the $5000 
approved in 2018 as a Donations budget. We only donated a 
little over $3000, leaving roughly $1800 unspent. Motion is 
made by Frank Shane to “roll the money over” into the 2019 
budget and once that is spent the club can vote on how much 
to add to the budget. Seconded by Ben Cave, motion passes 
unanimously. 
 

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanks Harold Ratzburg for his 
article contribution in January’s newsletter. Anyone wishing to 
contribute to the Newsletter please reach out to Dave at: 
dsteinert@optonline.net. 
 

OMS7- Pat Kruger gave another one of his informative 
lectures on maintaining military vehicles. This month’s lecture 
dealt with the American Petroleum Institutes (API) guide to 
motor oil and the importance of choosing oils that have the 
API’s certification marks on their containers: 
 

API SERVICE SYMBOL ''DONUT'' 
   

   The API "Donut" identifies oils that meet 
current API engine oil standards. It 
includes the SAE viscosity grade of the 
oil, API standards met by the oil, and 
other important performance parameters. 
 

The top of the "Donut" displays the motor 
oil's API performance standard. The letter "S" 

followed by another letter (API SN) refers to oil suitable for 
gasoline engines, and the letter "C" followed by another letter 
and number (API CJ-4) refers to oil suitable for diesel 
engines.  
 

The center of the "Donut" shows the motor oil's SAE viscosity 
grade. Viscosity is the measure of an oil's ability to flow at 
certain temperatures.  
 

The bottom of the "Donut" tells whether the motor oil has 
resource-conserving properties when compared with a 
reference oil in an engine test. Motor oils labeled as 
"Resource Conserving" have passed this test. 
 

 API CERTIFICATION MARK “STARBURST” 
 

The API "Starburst" signifies oils which 
meet the latest International Lubricant 
Specification Advisory Committee 
(ILSAC) standard. The ILSAC standards 
are developed by vehicle and engine 
manufacturers, oil and additive 

companies and industry trade associations 
such as API, ACC, ASTM and SAE. These 

oils provide engine protection while also delivering improved 
fuel economy and emission system protection. 

For more information on the API’s Guide to motor oil go to: 
 
https://agriculture.mo.gov/weights/fuel/pdf/MotorOilsandLubricants.pdf 
 

Quartermaster: Gary Schultz is planning to sell the colored 
MTA shirts at the swap meet at a reduced price to reduce 
inventory. He will be ordering more tan shirts in time for the 
show. 
 

Swap Meet: Bill Murphy, even though he has moved to 
Virginia, is still the Swap Meet Chairman, with Al assisting. 
There will be much communication with Club members as we 
get closer. Discussion was had regarding the possibility of 
food trucks on site to supplement income and add possible 
dessert options which Al’s kitchen wouldn’t have. Carolyn had 
spoken with several vendors who indicated they were not 
interested in paying to be on site for various reasons, mostly 
because it would be a new event for them and they have no 
gauge for how much they might actually sell. Pat Dolan has 
other contacts he will forward to Carolyn to see if we can 
arrange something.  
         Frank Shane mentioned that the fairgrounds has a 
preferred catering company that may have info as well, he will 
send to Carolyn. Jack Shuart informed the members that 
there may be a possibility of the NJ Forest Fire Service 
sending their Huey for display. Bill & Al will be reaching out to 
all members who volunteered last year to discuss 2019 plans. 
  

Swap Meet Vendors: Fred Schlesinger reported on the 
status of the vendors--33 spots have been sold as of the 
meeting date.  
 

         At this point, Pat Dolan gave a presentation on his 
WWII U.S. Marines Iwo Jima collection that was on display. 
Pat discussed that February 19th would mark the 74th 
Anniversary of the beginning of the Battle of Iwo Jima. Some 
of the pieces of his collection had a direct association with the 
battle. The presentation was enjoyed by all! Thank you Pat! 
 

 
 

Old Business: Following up from the discussion at the 
December 2018 meeting regarding the Club’s sponsorship of 
the use of member vehicles in movies, television shows, and 
other activities, some of which may be commercial 

https://agriculture.mo.gov/weights/fuel/pdf/MotorOilsandLubricants.pdf
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enterprises, the membership discussed whether the MTA 
should continue sanctioning and supporting these activities as 
MTA events. 
          It was decided that our sponsorship is in the best 
interest of the Club, and will provide uniformity and 
consistency to members, while providing funding to the club in 
meeting its objectives and purposes contained in founding 
documents. 
         After full discussion at the January 2019 meeting, and 
on a motion by Frank Shane, seconded by Pat Dolan, it was 
decided that the Club will continue its sponsorship of these 
activities, will continue to provide all members with 
opportunities to engage in these activities, and shall continue 
receiving all rental payments and then distributing 90% of the 
proceeds to the owners of the vehicles. 
         The membership resolved that all members should 
continue to support the club by utilizing the services of the 
Club to arrange these events, particularly when the Club 
provided the opportunity through its website or other services. 
 

               On a sadder note, Al informed the Club of the passing 
of one of its founding members of the MTA, Marc Zeigler. 
Marc was a charter member and appeared on the very first 
membership roster. It was suggested that a donation be made 
in lieu of flowers. Al did so on January 17 for $200 to the 
Methodist Church which Marc attended. 
 

 
 

Born in Jersey City, Marc grew up in Totowa and has 
lived in Towaco for the past 40 years. 

He was a General Foreman with New Jersey Transit 
Rail, Kearny for 36 years. He served in The United States 
Army in the 101st Airborne in Vietnam and was the recipient 
of four Purple Hearts. He also served two years in The Army 
National Guard. 

Marc was a member of The American Legion Post 
279, Lincoln Park, a member of The Military Vehicle 
Preservation Association and The President of The Board of 
Trustees of The Montville United Methodist Church.  

He is the beloved husband of Marilyn Geene Ziegler. 
Father of Matthew Ziegler and Laura Bitondo and her 
husband Bryan, brother of Todd (Barbara) Ziegler, Robin 
(Claudia Ferrell) Ziegler and Gretchen (John) Stawicki. 
Grandfather of Kyla and Gracie Bitondo. He is also survived 
by several nieces and nephews. 

 

The MTA sends its prayers and condolences to the 
Ziegler family. 

 

New Members: Kevin Smith - No vehicle yet but loves the 
history and is eager to be involved. Tim & Jean Swanick – 

Own a 1942 GPW, looking forward to learning from the other 
members. 
For the Good of the Club: Frank Shane and Tom Tanis 
discussed their experience with lending their Jeeps for a 
recent TV show shoot at the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens. 
Both had a wonderful experience and thanked Jack McDevitt 
for organizing and staying late to help direct them when they 
arrived. 
          Al asked Jack Pellington what the final toy count was 
from the December 2018 Operation Toy Train…Jack 
responded with a total of 24,600 toys were collected for the 
U.S. Marines’ Toy for Tots charity. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55pm. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.mvpa.org
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The Battle of Iwo Jima 
(19 February – 26 March 1945) 

   

         The Battle of Iwo Jima was a major 
battle in which the United States Marine 
Corps landed on and eventually captured the 
island of Iwo Jima from the Imperial 
Japanese Army (IJA) during World War II. 

The American invasion, designated Operation Detachment, 
had the goal of capturing the entire island, including the three 
Japanese-controlled airfields (including the South Field and 
the Central Field), to provide a staging area for attacks on the 
Japanese main islands. This five-week battle comprised some 

of the fiercest and bloodiest 
fighting of the Pacific War of 
World War II.  
         After the heavy losses 
incurred in the battle, the 
strategic value of the island 
became controversial. It was 
useless to the U.S. Army as 
a staging base and useless 
to the U.S. Navy as a fleet 
base. However, Navy 
Seabees rebuilt the landing 
strips, which were used as 
emergency landing strips for 
USAAF B-29s.  
         The IJA positions on 
the island were heavily 
fortified, with a dense 
network of bunkers, hidden 
artillery positions, and 18 km 
(11 mi) of underground 

tunnels. The American ground forces were supported by 
extensive naval artillery, and had complete air supremacy 
provided by U.S. Navy and Marine Corps aviators throughout 
the entire battle.  
         Japanese combat deaths numbered three times the 
number of American deaths although, uniquely among Pacific 
War Marine battles, American total casualties (dead and 
wounded) exceeded those of the Japanese. Of the 21,000 
Japanese soldiers on Iwo Jima at the beginning of the battle, 
only 216 were taken prisoner, some of whom were captured 
because they had been knocked unconscious or otherwise 
disabled. The majority of the remainder were killed in action, 
although it has been estimated that as many as 3,000 
continued to resist within the various cave systems for many 
days afterwards, eventually succumbing to their injuries or 
surrendering weeks later.  
         Despite the bloody fighting and severe casualties on 
both sides, the American victory was assured from the start. 
Overwhelming American superiority in numbers and arms as 
well as complete air supremacy—coupled with the 
impossibility of Japanese retreat or reinforcement, along with 
sparse food and supplies—permitted no plausible 
circumstance in which the Americans could have lost the 
battle.  
         Joe Rosenthal's Associated Press photograph of the 
raising of the U.S. flag on top of the 169 m (554 ft) Mount 
Suribachi by six U.S. Marines became an iconic image of the 
battle and the American war effort in the Pacific. 

WWII USN Beachmaster and Photographer 
John J. McDevitt Jr. 

(1906-1976) 
 

         As I mentioned in last 
month’s newsletter, MTA 
Member Jack McDevitt’s father, 
John J. McDevitt Jr. served in 
WWII as a USN Beachmaster 
and Photographer. He was 
present on many of the islands 
in the Pacific that were heavily 
fought by the U.S. Marines…the 
Marshall Islands, Saipan and 
Iwo Jima. He was not a young 

man, compared to the marines he was serving with in the 
invasion of Iwo Jima, most of them being 18 or 19 years old. 
John was 39 years old and he was being asked to serve as a 
beachmaster on the invasion of one of the most strategic 
islands in the Pacific theater of the war. 

 

Duties of a Beachmaster during WWII 
(An excerpt from Barrett Tillman’ D-Day Encyclopedia) 

 

In any large amphibious operation that required 
extensive planning, beachmasters directed troops, 
supervised unloading, and generally imposed order on 
chaos. Depending upon the level of resistance 
encountered, beachmasters ran risks varying from little 
more than that of a traffic policeman to highly visible 
positions under fire. 

The position is respected due to its 
difficulty. Since the 20th century, an amphibious landing 
of troops on a beachhead is acknowledged amongst 
strategists, historians, and other military experts as the 
most complex of all military maneuvers. The reasons are 
that the undertaking requires an intricate coordination of 
numerous military specialties, including naval gunfire, air 
power, transport, specialized equipment, logistical 
planning, tactics, land warfare, and extensive training for 
all involved. 

 

 
 

Whatever their service or nationality, the 
beachmaster’s duty was a daunting task in the best of 
times, as increasing numbers of troops and equipment 
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stacked up with each successive landing wave, many of 
which invariably landed at the wrong place. Under direct 
or indirect fire from small arms, mortars, or artillery, 
beachmasters had a job that was both challenging and 
dangerous. 

 

John would survive Iwo Jima and WWII and return to 
Passaic, NJ, get married and have children. But his legacy on 
Iwo Jima would be captured in the photographs he took 
during and after the battle. The following photographs were 
handed down to his son and are presented in memory of his 
dad. (Many of the photos have never been published before). 
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email 
Dave Steinert at dsteinert@mtaofnj.org.or call 973-347-9091. 
 
For Sale: I have some good condition seat parts left over from a 
recent upgrade to my Willys CJ.  Here Is a web page link with some 
Images.  
http://www.gmwgaragesale.com/parts_for_sale_files/garage/index.html 
For Sale, $25.00 For each set. Please help me make room In the 
garage. George Wagner. Nine-Seven-Three-927-7616. 

 
 

For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 34252. Currently 
registered and inspected in New York State. Comes with Army radio, 
mounted machine gun (disabled firearm) w/ mount and cartridges, 
trailer, plastics to go over vehicle (no photo included, but available at 
request) as well as two large boxes of extra parts.  Vehicle has 
always been garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to 
arrange for shipment for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been 
cut. Asking $18,000. Located in Pine Island  NY.Please contact 
Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or Vince - 845-728-9191. 

 
For Sale: World War II Jeep MB GPW front end differential assembly 
complete from break drum to break drum, also includes all steering 
connector assembly including Bell crank and connecting rods.  Good 
condition $140. 8 combat rim interlocking rings for World War II MB 
GPW. $45 for all 8 rings. Located in Long Valley New Jersey must pick 
up. Call Gary Schultz at 973-207-8955.  

 
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has 
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with 1 
pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with one practice 
round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden ammo crate. Asking 
$3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-
0933 

 
For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @ 
973-627-9448.

Wanted:  Folding troop seats or hardware for the cargo bed of a deuce-and-
a-half. Call or contact Bill McKelvey  908-464 9335 - mckelvey@lhry.org. 

 
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern Rim. Call 
Bob @ .  201-226-9289 
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Military Transport Association 
P.O. Box 393 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Thursday, February 7th 
7:00PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: MTA MEMBERSHIP DUES 
ARE REQUESTED 

 

http://www.mtaofnj.org



