THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, MARCH 7TH 2019 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!

THEN - The M25 Tank Transporter

(G160) was a combination 6x6 M26
armored heavy tank transporter/tank
recovery tractor and companion 40ton M15 trailer introduced into US
Army service in Europe in 1944–45.
Manufactured by Pacific Car &
Foundry Co., it was a substantial upgrade over the
Diamond T M19 transporter/trailer duo introduced in
1940. Nicknamed the Dragon Wagon, it was
replaced by the 10 ton 6x6 M123 semi-tractor
beginning in 1955.
NOW- The M1070A1 is a purpose-designed heavyduty military vehicle. It is used in conjunction with
an M1000 semi-trailer and is designed to transport
the M1A1 and M1A2 Abrams main battle tanks. It
has good cross-country mobility and can operate
over any type of terrain and in remote areas. Its
main role is to carry military equipment on a trailer
to the frontline. It can rapidly deploy main battle
tanks, armored recovery vehicles, self-propelled
artillery systems and other combat vehicles that
cannot self-deploy over long distances. It can also
carry construction materials and other heavy loads.
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Military Transport Association
The MTA February 7th 2019 Monthly Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by
President Al Mellini followed by Sergeant-at-Arms Andy
Salzano leading the 30 members in attendance with the
Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence.
President’s Report: Al asked the membership to please sign
in with their presence on the “sign-in sheet” and also indicate
on the sheet if you can volunteer to help at this year’s Swap
Meet.
Update on policy for a deadline to end our meetings:
Al explained that we need to end sooner to allow time for
comradery and conversation among members after the
meeting. The American Legion needs us out by 9 pm. So Al
suggested we end the meetings at 8:45pm. (Ironically there
were still twelve people talking in the room at 9:15pm. Al
thinks 8:30pm meeting deadline would be better).
(Editor’s Comment: I’m suggesting we start the meetings
at 7:00pm and we end the meetings at 7:15pm and the
members spend quality time with each other until
8:30pm).
Al would like the club to be aware of how instrumental
the officers and Executive Council are to him being able to do
his job. Thank you to all! A special Thank You goes out to
Bill Murphy for all of his hard work on the Swap Meet even
while living in Virginia. (…but will he be at the Swap Meet?)
This event would not happen without Bill!
Al received a thank you card from Marilyn Zeigler to
thank the Club for our donation to the Montville First
Presbyterian Church in her late husband’s (Marc) name.
The MTA also received a letter from from the USO
thanking us for our $250 donation.
Al asked for approval of minutes from the January
meeting – Motion by Ben Cave, seconded by Jack White.
Motion passes unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report: The January 2019 Financial Summary:
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Al explained that about half of last month’s income
came from Fred Schlesinger and Vendor sales for the Swap
Meet. The other half is from Jack McDevitt’s efforts to have
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member’s vehicles in movies & TV shoots. Club’s finances
are healthy.
At this point in the meeting, Al took the membership
on an exciting tour of the MTA Merchandise Table, where he
did his best imitation of Vanda White pointing out all the
fashionable MTA shirts and hats that are available, and that
can still be ordered from You Name It!...

Al proceeds to do his giddy Project Runway spin,
while modeling the new sweatshirt and twill jacket he
purchased. Frank Shane asks about sizes available, Gary
Schultz informs us that You Name It will make anything to
order in any size and ship it right to the member’s address.
Also on the Merchandise table are free Swap Meet flyers,
magnets, etc. (Editor’s Comment: BTW: Frank, impressed
by Al’s modeling techniques, buys Twill #3 season MTA
jacket. We are hoping Frank will model his new purchase
at the next meeting).
Committee Reports
Membership: Fred Schlesinger, making his attendance at
his third straight meeting in a row, informed the membership
that the paid memberships, so far for 2019 (including free life
members) is at 97 out of 155, which is ahead of past years.
AL REMINDS ALL MEMBERS THAT DUES ARE NOW
OVERDUE. Please support your Club!
Quartermaster Report: Gary Schultz reported the club
purchased more hats and shirts to be sold at the Swap Meet
and other events throughout the year.
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(Editor’s Comment: skipping over other unimportant
Committee Reports, i.e., Parades, Newsletter, Donations,
etc., Al quickly moved to…)
Swap Meet: Al, speaking on behalf of Bill Murphy, (who is
currently busy campaigning for the position of Governor
of Virginia) – reports contracts for the swap meet have been
received and will be executed and sent back. MVPA
insurance is valid. We have a new military vehicles display
team: Gary Schultz has been volunteered to work with Ken
Gardner and John Sobotka this year. Picatinny will be
sending several trucks for display. Dave Steinert
recommends Al reach out to Red Ball for WWII vehicles. Gary
tells us that the WWII attendance has dropped the last few
years, so we are going to try moving those vehicles into the
main display field for visibility. Pat Dolan suggests we offer a
parade credit for display vehicles, which Al will put to the list.
The way the vehicles face will be updated to allow for better
photo opportunities. Frank Shane recommends that we
recognize the re-enactors as well. We purchased a 10x10 pop
up tent with sides for Gary, John and Ken and the judging
crew. We are inviting 2 helicopters, more to come on that. Al
has made contact with “The Mobile Museum”, a WWII
museum trailer which will be coming up for the show.
Unfortunately, the re-enactors have a show the same
weekend and will not be attending. We will have a Boy Scout
troop to help volunteer as well.
Signs have been a bit of an issue this year. Typically,
we have several large signs on big trucks, but we have lost
our usual spot. Carolyn Hoffman & John Sobotka are
working on other locations. Yetter’s Diner is incredibly excited
and wants a large truck right out front. Carolyn is contacting
Kuiken Lumber and Morris County Marine to get permission
to place trucks on their property. We need members to allow
their vehicles to be used! Truck would sit for 3 weeks before
the event. We also have signs that would fit on a Jeep if
needed. (No one raises their hand to offer a truck!) We
also have signs for trailers if a member wants to have their
vehicle at the show. John Sobotka has volunteered his
trailer. Joe Mastrosimone asks what happens if the truck
gets vandalized? Unfortunately, the Club insurance does not
cover those damages. That would have to go back to the
member’s historical insurance – Fred Schlesinger
recommends that each member check with their insurance
carrier.
Lawn signs need to be accounted for so new stickers
can be printed. If you have signs please contact Al to get new
stickers.
It has occurred to Al that we spend over $25,000 on
the Swap Meet, but there’s not really a member consensus on
what a budget for the show should be. Al and Ginnie
McDevitt have spoken and established a budget of $25,250
for 2019, with the expenditures to be shared with the
membership. No Club action required for budget.
Food Truck – Pat Dolan to contact Zeppoli truck,
Carolyn has an ice cream truck lead. Jack McDevitt
mentions that Warwick does summer food truck nights, he will
get contact info.
We have 42 vendors committed, 143 tables sold.
There are 94 tables and spots still available.
Frank Shane suggests that we need someone with
true photography skills to get vehicle pictures.
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Jack Shuart reports that the Forest Service Huey
helicopter, is already listed on their calendar and are just
waiting on the MTA letter from Al (already mailed).
Art Swain would like to remind everyone that on the
Thursday, before the swap meet, at 10 am will be table set
up. He could always use extra hands.
We need a pickup truck Thursday afternoon to put
folding signs out. Dennis Vecchiarelli and Pat Dolan have
volunteered to place the signs but help is always welcome.
Pat Tipton recommends we spend some money on
Facebook Advertising. Al told him to let him know what he
needed.
Railroad Operation Battalion: John Sobotka reports that
the MTA Locomotive is still in Morristown, all is well.
Operation Toy Train may be adding more trains this year for
the Toys for Tots collection…more info to come.
Vehicles in Movies & TV Shoots: Jack McDevitt gave a
report on vehicle sign-ups and warned us that the revenue
from the VIM is erratic sometimes.
For the Good of the Club: Pat Tipton gave a presentation
on U.S. Army issued military vehicle technical and field
manuals. He explained
how
the
official
numbering, categorizing
and
nomenclature
of
specific volumes were
determined and had a
display
of
historic
manuals
for
multiple
vehicles. It was very well
received.
Editor’s
Comment: Pat is the
owner
of
Portrayal
Press, which publishes
reprints of many of the
TMs and FMs used by
the
Armed
Forces
during WWII and after.
Check out his great website at:
https://www.portrayalpress.com/
Al mentions that other presentations can be made by
any member on any subject of mutual interest. Contact Al to
set up.
Art Swain gave a brief description of WW2 items he
brought to the meeting where attending members helped him
to better identify exactly what he had. He appreciated their
help. Very interesting! Thank you, Art!
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.
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The Battle of Saipan
(15 June – 9 July 1944)
The Battle of Saipan was a battle of
the Pacific campaign of World War II, fought
on the island of Saipan in the Mariana
Islands from 15 June to 9 July 1944. The
Allied invasion fleet embarking the
expeditionary forces left Pearl Harbor on 5
June 1944, the day before Operation
Overlord in Europe was launched. The U.S.
2nd Marine Division, 4th Marine Division, and the Army's 27th
Infantry Division, commanded by Lieutenant General Holland
Smith, defeated the 43rd Infantry Division of the Imperial
Japanese Army, commanded by Lieutenant General
Yoshitsugu Saito. The loss of Saipan, with the death of at
least 29,000 troops and heavy civilian casualties, precipitated
the resignation of Japanese Prime Minister Hideki Tōjō and
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left the Japanese mainland within the range of Allied B-29
bombers.
In the campaigns of 1943 and the first half of 1944,
the Allies had captured the Solomon Islands, the Gilbert
Islands, the Marshall Islands and the Papuan Peninsula of
New Guinea. This left the Japanese holding the Philippines,
the Caroline Islands, Palau Islands, and Mariana Islands.
It had always been the intention of the American
planners to bypass the Carolines and Palauan islands and to
seize the Marianas and Taiwan. From these latter bases,
communications between the Japanese archipelago and
Japanese forces to the south and west could be cut. From the
Marianas, Japan would be well within the range of an air
offensive relying on the new Boeing B-29 Super Fortress
long-range bomber with its operational radius of 1,500 mi
(2,400 km).

WWII USN Beachmaster and
Photographer
Part II
John J. McDevitt Jr.

(1906-1976)
As I mentioned in last month’s
newsletter, MTA Member Jack
McDevitt’s father, John J. McDevitt
Jr. served in WWII as a USN
Beachmaster and Photographer. He
was present on many of the islands in
the Pacific that were heavily fought
by the U.S. Marines…We continue with his escapades
during WWII at the Battle of Saipan. All of the pictures that
follow were taken by John and many of them are being
published for the first time.
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@mtaofnj.org.or call 973347-9091.
For Sale: I have some good condition seat parts left over from a
recent upgrade to my Willys CJ. Here Is a web page link with some
Images.
http://www.gmwgaragesale.com/parts_for_sale_files/garage/index.ht
ml
For Sale, $25.00 For each set. Please help me make room In the
garage. George Wagner. Nine-Seven-Three-927-7616.
For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 34252. Currently
registered and inspected in New York State. Comes with Army radio,
mounted machine gun (disabled firearm) w/ mount and cartridges,
trailer, plastics to go over vehicle (no photo included, but available at
request) as well as two large boxes of extra parts. Vehicle has
always been garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to
arrange for shipment for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been
cut. Asking $18,000. Located in Pine Island NY.Please contact
Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or Vince - 845-728-9191.
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with 1
pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with one practice
round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden ammo crate. Asking
$3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk Stinson 862-2090933
For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @
973-627-9448.

Wanted: Folding troop seats or hardware for the cargo bed of a
deuce-and-a-half. Call or contact Bill McKelvey 908-464 9335 mckelvey@lhry.org.
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern
Rim. Call Bob @ . 201-226-9289
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Military Transport Association
P.O. Box 393
Budd Lake, NJ 07828

The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, March 7th
7:00PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.

NOTE: MTA MEMBERSHIP DUES
ARE REQUESTED
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