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MTA 2019 Officers and Key Committee Heads 
 

President- Al Mellini 
Tel: 973-723-2166                email: albert.mellini@gmail.com 
 

Vice President- John Sobotka 
Tel: 862-266-6284                    email: jjsobotka@hotmail.com 
 

Recording Secretary- Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                        email: ch2112@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896                        email: 

 

Sergeant at Arms-Andrew Salzano 
Tel: 973-831-0920                        
 

Membership Chairman- Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
       

Newsletter Editor- Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 email: dsteinert@mtaofnj.org. 
 

Parade Coordinator- Ken Gardner 
Tel: 973-714-2271               email: mtanjevents@gmail.com 
 

Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-803-9725                     email: bmurph411@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster- Rudy Garbely 
Tel: 973-800-9251                      email:rgarbely@gmail.com 
 

 
                                         

 

 
THEN - The Diamond T 4-ton 6×6 truck 

was a heavy tactical truck built for the 

United States Army during World War II. 

Its G-number was (G-509). The wrecker 

Model 969 had a Holmes twin-boom 

design with a swinging boom and 

powered hoist cable on each side. 

When towing the booms were rotated to the rear, 

connected at the ends, and worked as one A-frame. 

When lifting the booms could be separated and rotated 

90% forward to the side, an outrigger could be lowered 

to increase lifting capacity. A power take-off on the 

transfer case drove a transmission with two winches in 

the wrecker frame. Controls on both sides of the body 

allowed each winch to raise or lower independently of 

the other. The body had low sides on the rear half 

which tapered to the floor in the front, making 

clearance for the boom to swing. A brace for the 

wrecker frame held a spare tire. Welding tanks, an air 

compressor, cables, block and tackle, chains, tow-

bars, and other equipment were carried. 

NOW- The M1089 wrecker is a member of the US 

Army's Family of Medium Tactical Vehicles (FMTV). 

This wrecker is based on the M1083 cargo truck. Most 

of the automotive components and drive train are 

identical. The M1089 is fitted with a recovery hamper. 

It has a recovery winch with twin line pull. Each line 

has a 13.6-ton capacity and 300 feet of cable. Also 

there is a 5-ton capacity material handling crane for 

various lifting tasks. Vehicle is also fitted with a lift 

and tow assembly, that can handle loads of 5.5 tons. 

There are stabilizer jacks on each side that are 

lowered to the ground during recovery and craning 

operations. All recovery and lifting operations can be 

controlled remotely from the vehicle. 

The main role of this 5-ton wrecker is to support 

US Army's FMTV series vehicles with 4x4 and 6x6 

configuration, as well as other wheeled military 

vehicles. The M1089 recovers damaged, immobilized, 

swamped, stuck, or overturned vehicles. If required, 

this wrecker also tows them to maintenance units. 

Immobilized, damaged and uncontrolled vehicles are 

towed semi-lifted. It can tow vehicles with a maximum 

weight of 25 tons. 
 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY, APRIL 4TH 2019 AT THE WHIPPANY 
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. 
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE 
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES! 

 

 
 

Military Transport Association 
 

The MTA March 7th 2019 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by 
President Al Mellini followed by Sergeant-at-Arms Andy 
Salzano leading the membership with the Pledge of 
Allegiance followed by a moment of silence. 
 

Al asked for the approval of minutes from the February 
meeting as it was presented in the March newsletter– Motion 
by Jim Mescher, seconded by Ken Gardner. Motion passes 
unanimously. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: The January 2019 Financial Summary: 
 

 
 

            At this point, Al explained that he wanted to continue 
to keep the meetings as short as possible and adjourned the 
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meetings promptly at 8:30pm and give the membership time 
for comradery and private discussions until 9:00pm. 
           Al announced that he had been contacted by two 
different organizations inviting the MTA to participate in the 
following events: 

 
 

 
 

           Al encouraged members to support these two 
organizations by attending these events with their military 
vehicles if they could.  
          He also informed the membership that the MTA now 
has a different mailing address, effective immediately the new 
address is: 
 

MILITARY TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION or MTA 
P.O. BOX 391 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 
 

This address is now the address to be used for 
renewing membership and all snail mail 
correspondences. 
 

           As always, Al encouraged members to support the 
club by promptly paying your yearly membership and 
purchasing MTA merchandise such as the beautifully 
designed t-shirts that are now on sale at “rock-bottom” prices. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Membership: Fred Schlesinger reports that we currently 
have 88 paid members and 48 members who have not 
renewed their membership for 2019. 
            There was a short discussion about the possibility of 
the MTA offering a life time membership, but Al suggested the 
club table that discussion for another meeting.  
           Again, AL REMINDS ALL MEMBERS THAT DUES 
ARE NOW OVERDUE.  Please support your Club! 
 

Quartermaster Report: Gary Schultz reported that the new 
inventory of t-shirts and hats has been ordered from “You 
Name It!” The inventory should be available in time for the 
swap meet in April. 
 

Charities-Gary Schultz proposed that the MTA donate two 
new televisions ($600 for two TVs) to the New Jersey 
National Guard Association.  
 After a short discussion it was decided to make the 
total donation $1000. So Gary made a motion that the MTA 
donate $600 for two TVs plus an addition $400. The motion 
was seconded by Jim Mescher. As per the MTA By-laws, the 
club will vote on it at the April meeting. 
 

Parades: Al reported that we are now moving quickly towards 
Memorial Day and the club’s parade season. The club is 
already receiving contracts from different towns. He 
announced that MTA member Ken Gardner has volunteered 
to sacrifice his time, body and sanity as the new Parade 
Coordinator. Thank you Ken!  
 Ken tells the membership that he can remember how 
much he loved going to parades as a kid and how thoroughly 
enthused he is by the idea of being heavily involved with 
coordinating the parades for the MTA. (For those members 
who do not know Ken, he is a fairly new member and 
really doesn’t realize what he is getting himself involved 
in…but we wish him the best of luck!) 
 Ken is asking members to make commitments to the 
parades they can attend with their MVs as soon as possible 
by signing up at the monthly meetings or using 
MTANJEVENTS@gmail.com.  
 Ken also would like to have one member at each 
parade who would be designated a “Parade Captain”, who 
would be responsible on the day of the parade to organize 
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and contact members who were attending that parade with 
changes in the status of the parade because of weather 
situations and also to take attendance. 
 

 
 

Swap Meet: Al reports we need three large military trucks 
with show signs on them to be parked at designated areas in 
Sussex County. Because we’ve had some issues from town 
officials in the past couple of years with parking vehicles with 
signs, Al had “HELP US SUPPORT OUR VETERANS” added 
to the signs. Hopefully this makes the vehicles with the signs 
more acceptable to town officials.  

The signs are all done so anybody who can 
donate a deuce or 5-ton truck for displaying a show 
sign can call Al at 973-723-2166. 

Al reports that the dash plaques have been ordered 
for this year’s swap meet and golf carts have been reserved 
for rental. 

Fred Schlesinger reports that we have 55 vendors 
who have bought spaces, there are still 74 vendor spaces 
inside and out that are unsold. You can go to the Swap Meet 
website at https://www.mtaswapmeet.com/ to see what 
spaces are still available. 

Gary Schultz and John Sobotka report that the 
following awards will be given out after judging in the military 
vehicle display field: Best of Show, Best M Series Vehicle, 
Best WWII Vehicle, Best WWII Display, Best Post-WWII 
Display and The President’s Award.  Everyone who displays a 
vehicle will get a Certificate of Appreciation. 

Dennis Vecchiarelli reports that Re-enactors might 
be scarce at this year’s swap meet because there is a conflict 
with a larger WWII re-enactment in the area. Dennis suggests 
we lock in the reenactor organizations for next year’s swap 
meet to prevent this from happening next year. 

Tim Farrell suggests we have a sign advertising the 
date for next year’s swap meet as attendees leave the 
parking lot. 

Al mentioned we will have a Boy Scout Troop from 
Bayonne working the show this year. Al suggests that some 
MTA members meet with the Boy Scouts in the Conference 
Room in the Fairgrounds Administration Building during the 
show and present a talk on Military Vehicles and their roles in 
American history…perhaps best done on Sunday. Don 
Covart’s son’s BSA Troop will be there. 

Jack Stuart reports that the fly-in of the Forest 
Service Huey Helicopter is not a sure thing. It’s still up-in-the 
air! Get it?...Helicopter…up-in-the air! 
 

TV/Movie Shoots-Jack MCDevitt reports that Peter 
Schindo donated $400 to the MTA for a movie shoot where 
one of his vehicles was used. Frank Shane is scheduled to 
do a movie shoot using his Jeep. 
 

New Business: Al reported that he and a few MTA members 
attended the Red Ball Swap Meet in Mount Bethel, PA on 
March 2nd. Al met with the current President of Red Ball, Ron 
Gardner and discussed the possibility of having the two clubs 
work closer in supporting each other. Al and a few MTA 
members are planning on attending a Red Ball monthly 
meeting in April in Belvidere. They are planning on inviting 
Red Ball members and their vehicles to our swap later in 
April. Members who would like to read more about the Red 
Ball Transport organization can go to their website at: 
                            https://redballonline.org/home. 
 Al also mentioned that Red Ball donates to three 
different museums. He is planning on finding out more 
information on these museums.  
 John Sobotka suggested that perhaps the MTA can 
get involved with the National Guard Militaria Museum in Sea 
Girt, NJ…perhaps by assisting in the restoration of one of the 
military vehicles that are on display at the museum. For more 
information you can go to their website at: 
                     https://www.nj.gov/military/museum/. 
 

 
 

Pat Dolan reminded members that the MTA is invited 
again this year to bring their military vehicles to the USS 
Intrepid on Memorial Day Weekend during Fleet Week in NY. 
Pat reports that you can go either Saturday or Sunday of 
Memorial Day weekend and the USS Intrepid will reimburse 
those members of the MTA who bring their military vehicles 
for any tolls paid, free food supplied and tours of the aircraft 
carrier. 

At this point in the meeting, Gary Schultz did a 
presentation on the “Schools at War Program” during WWII. 
Gary explained that many schools across America during the 
war participated in this program. One of the programs was 
called “Buy a Jeep”, where students could donate money in 
an effort to build a Jeep part by part. Gary displayed the 
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poster shown below that would be hung in a school to 
encourage students to donate to completing the Jeeps: 

 

 
 

When the students had completed the Jeep, the 
school was given credit for paying for a Jeep to be shipped 
overseas. This created a competition among schools to see 
who could build the most Jeeps. Gary’s presentation was very 
informative and well received by the attending membership. 
Great job Gary! 

 

 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:31pm 
 

 

 
 

 
 

My Visit to Jack’s Gov’t Surplus 
5181 E Drexel Rd, Tucson, AZ 85706 

By Nick Kapotes 
 

Picture the largest collection of military trucks you 
have ever seen distributed over 15 acres. Recently, I travelled 
to Tucson, Arizona to look at a 2004 M1078A1 LMTV that I 
saw advertised on Facebook. While looking at the truck I 
could not believe what I was surrounded by.  

Now some may say why did you go all the way to 
Tucson for a truck?  There was an ulterior motive and it was a 
good excuse to take a trip to Tucson. Some of you may know 
Tucson is the home of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base and the 
Pima Air Museum and Bone Yard. If you have never heard of 
the Bone Yard, it is where both the military and commercial 
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airlines store their mothballed airplanes and plane parts.  But, 
that is story for another day. 

 

 
   

Jack Martin, 72 years old, grew up in Tucson.  
Together, he and his son Josh have a collection of over 300 
military trucks and approximately 1,000 vehicles scattered 
over his 15 acres of land. Vehicles and parts were 
everywhere including rows of tractor trailers full of more stuff.   

Jack’s been in business for 42 years and has vehicles 
ranging from WWII to present. Jack also has several multi-
acre sites of even more stuff! One of his lots had so many 
deuces I could not see them all to count. There were 5-tons 
and larger trucks. I never heard of a M123A2 10-ton but Jack 
had several. He even had a row of Sikorsky Coast Guard 
Helicopters. At one time, Jack had over 15 helicopters. 

 

 
 

One lot had so many CUCVs I could not believe it 
and the ones I saw Jack said were the running ones. He had 
more scattered elsewhere. As I walked around his place, he 
was telling me that back around 2008, right before the 
economy collapse his business was thriving, however, since 

then things have slowed down but through word of mouth he 
continues to do a steady business. He has even rented some 
of his collections to several movie shoots over the years 

 

  

As I walked around a small section of his yard, I saw 
things that I did not know what they were but I’m sure 
someone with a better eye for military parts would have 
recognized them.   

Now a days, Jack has a contract with the government 
where he goes up to Yuma several times a month to collect 
parts from vehicles before and after the jet fighters fly in for 
target practice and destroy vehicles but, again, that’s a story 
for another day…. 

If you are ever in the Tucson area, I recommend you 
stop by, say hello to Jack, and check out his place. His prices 
seemed very fair to me. Oh, and I did buy the LMTV and it 
now resides in NJ! 

 

 
 

https://www.njahof.org
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The WWII Crosley CT-3 "Pup" 
By David Steinert 

 

On a recent trip to the National Museum of the 
Mighty Eighth Air Force in Savannah, GA. I was fortunate 
to get up close and personal to view of a very rare WWII 
military vehicle… a WWII Crosley CT-3 "Pup," one of only 
seven known to survive. 

 

 
 

The Crosley Corporation was 
involved in war production planning before 
December 1941, and like the rest of 
American industry, it focused on 
manufacturing war-related products during 
the war years. The company made a 
variety of products, ranging from proximity 
fuzes, radio transceivers, field kitchens, 

and quarter-ton trailers, to gun turrets, among other items. 
Powered gun turrets for PT boats and B-24 and B-29 
bombers were the company's largest contract. 
 

  

Crosley also produced a number of experimental 
vehicles during the war for the U.S. government. Crosley's 
auto manufacturing division, CRAD, in Richmond, Indiana, 

produced experimental motorcycles, tricycles, four-wheel-
drive military light utility vehicles, a self-propelled gun, and 
continuous track vehicles, some of which were amphibious 
models. All of these military prototypes were powered by 
the 2-cylinder boxer engine that powered the original 
Crosley automobiles. Crosley had nearly 5,000 of the 
engines on hand when auto production ceased in 1942, 
and hoped to put them to use in war-time production of 
miniature vehicles. 

 One vehicle prototype was the 1942–1943 Crosley 
CT-3 "Pup," a lightweight, single-passenger, four-wheel-
drive vehicle that was transportable and air-droppable from 
a C-47 Skytrain. Six of the 1,125-pound (510 kg), 2-
cylinder Pups were deployed overseas after undergoing 
tests at Fort Benning, Georgia, but the project was 
discontinued due to several weak components. Seven of 
36 Pups built are known to survive.  

 

 
  

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please 
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@mtaofnj.org.or call 973-
347-9091. 
 

For Sale: I have some good condition seat parts left over 
from a recent upgrade to my Willys CJ.  Here Is a web page 
link with some Images.  
 
http://www.gmwgaragesale.com/parts_for_sale_files/garage/index.html 
 

For Sale, $25.00 For each set. Please help me make room In 
the garage. George Wagner. Nine-Seven-Three-927-7616. 

 
 

For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 
34252. Currently registered and inspected in New York State. 
Comes with Army radio, mounted machine gun (disabled 
firearm) w/ mount and cartridges, trailer, plastics to go over 
vehicle (no photo included, but available at request) as well 
as two large boxes of extra parts.  Vehicle has always been 
garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to arrange for 
shipment for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been cut. 
Asking $18,000. Located in Pine Island  NY.Please contact 
Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or Vince - 845-728-9191. 

 
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has 
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original 
with 1 pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with 
one practice round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden 
ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in 
trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933 

 
For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom 
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.

Wanted:  Folding troop seats or hardware for the cargo bed of a 
deuce-and-a-half. Call or contact Bill McKelvey  908-464 9335 -
 mckelvey@lhry.org. 

 
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern 
Rim. Call Bob @ .  201-226-9289 
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Military Transport Association 
P.O. Box 391 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 
 

 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Thursday, April 4th 
7:00PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany. 
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