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MTA 2019 Officers and Key Committee Heads 
 

President- Al Mellini 
Tel: 973-723-2166                email: albert.mellini@gmail.com 
 

Vice President- John Sobotka 
Tel: 862-266-6284                    email: jjsobotka@hotmail.com 
 

Recording Secretary- Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                        email: ch2112@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer-Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896                        email: 

 

Sergeant at Arms-Andrew Salzano 
Tel: 973-831-0920                        
 

Membership Chairman- Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
       

Newsletter Editor- Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 email: dsteinert@mtaofnj.org. 
 

Parade Coordinator- Ken Gardner 
Tel: 973-714-2271               email: mtanjevents@gmail.com 
 

Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-803-9725                     email: bmurph411@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster- Rudy Garbely 
Tel: 973-800-9251                      email:rgarbely@gmail.com 
 

 
                                         

 

 
 

THEN - The Diamond T 4-ton 6×6 

truck was a heavy tactical truck 

built for the United States Army 

during World War II. Its G-number 

was (G-509). The Model 972 dump 

truck was the largest the US Army 

had during World War II. Originally they were not 

fitted with front winches in order to reduce front 

axle loading. After a Corps of Engineers request, 

winches were fitted from June 1944 onwards. The 

dump had a 12 feet long 4 cubic yards steel body 

that was raised and lowered by a hydraulic 

cylinder and lever arrangement under the body. A 

power take-off on the transfer case, used with the 

transmission in gear, drove the hydraulic pump, 

the controls were inside the cab. The body had a 

tailgate that hinged from either the top or bottom. 

When the tailgate was hinged at the top the 

bottom could be opened while dumping with a 

lever on the left front corner of the body, just 

behind the driver's window. The front of the body 

had a stone-shield that covered the cab and the 

spare tire mounted between the cab and body 

NOW- The M1157A1P2 Ten Ton Dump Truck is a 

member of the Family of Medium Tactical 

Vehicles (FMTV), providing tactical unit mobility 

and logistics. The FMTV deviates from 

predecessor vehicle designs by having its tilt cab 

over the engine. This design approach 

contributes to the Army’s goal of significantly 

improving the deployability of units, since a 

typical FMTV vehicle is some 40 inches shorter 

than the vehicle it replaces, requiring less space 

aboard deploying aircraft or surface shipping. 

This reduced length also contributes to a shorter 

turning radius and better off-road mobility. Off-

road mobility is further enhanced by a standard 

central tire inflation system (CTIS) and state-of-

the-art suspension. 
 

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY, MAY 2ND 2019 AT THE WHIPPANY 
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. 
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE 
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES! 

 

 
 

Military Transport Association 
 

The MTA April 4th 2019 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by 
President Al Mellini followed by Sergeant-at-Arms Andy 
Salzano leading the membership with the Pledge of 
Allegiance followed by a moment of silence. 
 

President’s Report: Al welcomed and thanked all for 
attending. Al announces that the meeting will end early to 
allow members to talk with each other and allow the 
committees to have meetings. He may continue the policy of 
early meeting endings going forward. 

Approval of minutes from March meeting: Motion 
made by Dennis Vecchiarelli, Seconded by Bill McKelvey – 
Passes unanimously! 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Al presented the following financial 
report from Treasurer Ginnie McDevitt: 
 

 

mailto:albert.mellini@gmail.com
mailto:jjsobotka@hotmail.com
mailto:ch2112@gmail.com
mailto:fred@mtaofnj.us
mailto:dsteinert@mtaofnj.org
mailto:mtanjevents@gmail.com
mailto:bmurph411@gmail.com
mailto:rgarbely@gmail.com


 
                            MTA of NJ Newsletter                                     Page 3                                            May 2019 

 
Announcements: Letter in the mail on a 3-day Car & Truck 
show in Macungie, PA August 2 – 4 www.awkscht.com.  

Also a reminder for the following event in June: 
 

 
 

Membership: Fred Schlesinger reports 114 paid & free 
members, 44 from last year who have not yet renewed. Al is 
sending emails and making phone calls to these members 
and has had some success, especially to those former 
members who don’t have Caller-Id on their phones. 
 

Newsletter: Dave Steinert thanked Nick Kapotes for his 
article on Jack’s Gov’t Surplus in the March Motor Pool 
Messenger. We liked to see more members contribute articles 
for publication in the newsletter. You don’t need to be an 
author! Dave will edit as needed. 
 

Quartermaster Report: Gary Schuktz reports we have shirts 
and hats for the show, we should have plenty. Also have 
vehicle award dash plaques for the Swap Meet. We still have 
challenge coins as well, that we need to sell. They will be sold 
at the Swap Meet with a $1 off coupon at the gate. 
 

Donations: Last month Gary Schultz requested a $1000 
donation to the National Guard Association Tricky Tray. It was 
as published in last month’s newsletter for the membership to 
review, Motion by Gary Schultz, Seconded by Jim Meschner. 
Passes unanimously! 

Update for Boy’s State donation – We agreed to send two 
boys, they were able to send a total of seven boys with our 
donation. Great job! 
 

Parades: This is the next to last meeting before parades 
begin. Ken Gardner has stepped up as Parade Coordinator 
for 2019 and will be passing the book around. Ken reports we 
have 10 parades for Memorial Day now, possibly more if we 
can make them. Tim Swanick asked for the MTA support 
with military vehicles at the 150

th
 Anniversary of the Memorial 

Day Parade, Monday, May 28, 11 a.m. for the Rockaway, 
Marcella and Denville Memorial Association beginning at the 
corner of Beach and East Main Streets and will proceed to the 
Civil War monument at the Presbyterian Church Cemetery.  

Please contact Ken at mtanjevents@gmail.com or 
973-714-2271. Al reports that members’ military vehicles at 
the Swap Meet will also get a Parade Credit. Ken is urging 
members to make commitment to doing parades as early as 
possible. MTA members who have military vehicles… 
Please support Ken with this request! 
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Swap Meet Update: Al has been in close contact with Bill 
Murphy. Hopefully Bill has had his measles vaccination! 
Thanks to Frank Shane, Gary Schultz & Jack Schuart we 
will have a helicopter on Saturday, Frank has coordinated one 
for Sunday.  
 

 
 

Al has coordinated the signs this year, but we will 
need a volunteer for next year with a pickup to be able to 
transport them – they are 8’x10’!  
 

Vehicles in TV & Movies: Jack McDevitt reports that Frank 
Shane just spent 9 days of shooting with his M38 Jeep on the 
set of the hit TV show The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, which is 
currently shooting Season 3 in Manhattan. 

Jack reports that Tom Tanis was on one shoot as 
well, and that there is another shoot coming up in Newark 
next month, but he is having trouble finding a deuce that fits 
the requirements. 

Al added that Chris Mee sent a nice check to the 
MTA for work he has done on movies and TV shows. Thank 
you Chris! 
 

Intrepid Museum: Pat Dolan reports that the MTA is invited 
back to the Intrepid Aircraft Carrier Museum for Fleet Week 
over this year’s Memorial Day weekend, Friday through 
Sunday. Pat reinforced the situation with the plan to support 
the Intrepid Museum from Friday thru Sunday, with members 
remaining dedicated to the obligation of parades that have to 
be done on Memorial Day Monday. Please contact Pat with 
any details for supporting the Intrepid Museum. 
 

 

 
 

Pat Dolan OMS7 presentation- Pat presented and described 
several pieces of U.S. Army Signal Corps equipment that was 
used from WWI to present day. He is currently doing a display 
starting April 13 through September for the Orangetown 
Historical Society which is running it at Veterans Park in Pearl 
River at the former Camp Schanks location.  
 

For the Good of the Club: Tom McHugh would like to warn 
all members, anyone on Medicare needs to be careful when 
admitted for “Observation” at a hospital – Medicare will not 
pay for it. 

Motion to Adjourn – Jack White, 8:12 pm 

 

President’s Message 
 

Members, as president it is my responsivity to watch 
our finances.  In order to be effective, the Club draws upon 4 
sources of income - dues, parades, vehicles-in-movies and 
the swap meet.  I am discouraged by the number of members 
who have not yet paid their dues. Hopefully, you will be 
attending the meet and pay there. Otherwise, I am 
respectfully asking you to send a check to Fred. The dues are 
important and by paying you stay on the LIST and the 
Newsletter and stay connected to the Club.  
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Secondly, it’s amazing that the winter just finished 
and its parade season all ready.  It’s very important for those 
of you with vehicles to support your Club by attending 
parades. The preliminary parade schedule is included in this 
newsletter and I will be sending it to the LIST soon.  All you 
have to do to sign up is send an email to 
mtanjevents@gmail.com and include your name, the parade 
you want to drive in and your vehicle description.  If you do 
not have email, call me at 973-723-2166 and leave a 
message.  Let's make 2019 more successful than 
2018.  Thank you for your support of the hobby and of our 
fantastic Club.  Al 
                                                                  Albert Mellini  
                                                                    President 

                                                                                                                              
 

 
 

 
The M65 Atomic Cannon 

“Atomic Annie” 
 

The M65 atomic cannon, often 
called "Atomic Annie", was an artillery 
piece built by the United States and 
capable of firing a nuclear device. It was 
developed in the early 1950s, at the 

beginning of the Cold War, and fielded, by 1953, in Europe 
and South Korea. 

Picatinny Arsenal was tasked to create a nuclear 
capable artillery piece in 1949. Robert Schwartz, the engineer 
who created the preliminary designs, essentially scaled up the 
240 mm shell (then the maximum in the arsenal) and used the 
German K5 railroad gun as a point of departure for the 
carriage. (The name "Atomic Annie" likely derives from the 
nickname "Anzio Annie" given to a pair of German K5 guns 
which were employed against the American landings in Italy). 
The design was approved by the Pentagon, largely through 
the intervention of Samuel Feltman, chief of the ballistics 
section of the ordnance department's research and 
development division. A three-year developmental effort 
followed. The project proceeded quickly enough to produce a 
demonstration model to participate in Dwight D. Eisenhower's 
inaugural parade in January 1953.  

 

 
 

The cannon was transported by two specially 
designed tractors in the same manner as railroad Schnabel 
cars. Both tractors were capable of independent steering in 
the manner of some extra-long fire trucks. Each of the tractors 
was rated at 375 horsepower and the somewhat awkward 
combination could achieve speeds of 35 miles per hour and 
negotiate right angle turns on 28-foot wide, paved or packed 
roads. The artillery piece could be unlimbered in 12 minutes, 
then returned to traveling configuration in another 15 minutes. 
The gun was deployed by lowering it from the tractors onto 
levelled ground. The whole gun assembly was balanced on a 
ball and socket joint so that it could be swung around the 
footplate. The traverse was limited by a curved track placed 
under the rear of the gun. 
 

 

mailto:mtanjevents@gmail.com
https://www.mvpa.org
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On May 25, 1953 at 8:30 a.m., the atomic cannon 
was tested at the Nevada Test Site (specifically Frenchman 
Flat) as part of the Upshot–Knothole series of nuclear tests. 
The test—codenamed "Grable"—was attended by the 
Chairman-delegate of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Arthur 
W. Radford and United States Secretary of Defense Charles 
Erwin Wilson; it resulted in the successful detonation of a 15 
kiloton shell (W9 warhead) at a range of 7 miles (11 km). This 
was the first and only nuclear shell to be fired from a cannon.  

After the successful test, at least 20 cannons were 
manufactured at Watervliet and Watertown Arsenals, at a cost 
of $800,000 each. They were deployed overseas to Europe 
and Korea, frequently shifted around to avoid being detected 
and targeted by opposing forces. Due to the size of the 
apparatus, their limited range, the development of nuclear 
shells compatible with existing artillery pieces (the W48 for 
the 155 mm and the W33 for the 203 mm), and the 
development of rocket- and missile-based nuclear artillery 
(such as the Little John and Honest John tactical nuclear 
missiles), the M65 was effectively obsolete soon after it was 
deployed. However, it remained a prestige weapon and was 
not retired until 1963. 

 

 
 

Surviving Units 
 

Of the twenty M65s produced, at least seven survive 
on display. Most no longer have their "prime movers".  

 

 U.S. Army Artillery Museum, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 
This is the original "Atomic Annie" that fired the live 
nuclear shot. It was restored in 2010 and is now 
displayed with prime movers replacing those that 
were lost in an accident when the cannon was 
retrieved from Germany by the museum in 1964.  

 United States Army Ordnance Museum, Aberdeen, 
Maryland (still has the two large prime movers 
attached) 

 National Museum of Nuclear Science & History, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico (has two prime movers) 

 Freedom Park, Junction City, Kansas, overlooking 
Fort Riley. 

 Rock Island Arsenal, Memorial Field, Rock Island, 
Illinois 

 Watervliet Arsenal Museum, Watervliet Arsenal, 
Watervliet, New York, where they were all 
manufactured 

 Yuma Proving Ground, Yuma, Arizona 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.njahof.org
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WWII Dump Trucks in Action… 
 

CCKW dump truck repairing an airfield in Belgium… 
 

 
 

Initially, Diamond T dump trucks had a closed cab, as 
seen here. The more robust construction of the Diamond 
T, particularly relative to its wheelbase, meant that a 
dump bed divider was not required for these vehicles… 
 

 
 

Dump trucks were also used for the transport of floats 
during bridging operations. These trucks are moving 
forward in preparation of crossing the Danube in April 
1944… 

 

 
 

 
  

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email 

Dave Steinert at dsteinert@mtaofnj.org.or call 973-347-9091. 
 

For Sale: I have some good condition seat parts left over from a 

recent upgrade to my Willys CJ.  Here Is a web page link with some 

Images.  
 

http://www.gmwgaragesale.com/parts_for_sale_files/garage/index.html 
 

For Sale, $25.00 For each set. Please help me make room In the 

garage. George Wagner. Nine-Seven-Three-927-7616. 

 
For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 34252. Currently 
registered and inspected in New York State. Comes with Army radio, 
mounted machine gun (disabled firearm) w/ mount and cartridges, trailer, 
plastics to go over vehicle (no photo included, but available at request) 
as well as two large boxes of extra parts.  Vehicle has always been 
garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to arrange for shipment 
for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been cut. Asking $18,000. 

Located in Pine Island  NY.Please contact Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or 

Vince - 845-728-9191. 

 
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has 
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with 1 
pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with one practice 
round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden ammo crate. Asking 

$3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-

0933 

For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @ 
973-627-9448.

 
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern Rim. 

Call Bob @ .  201-226-9289 

mailto:dsteinert@mtaofnj.org
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Military Transport Association 
P.O. Box 391 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 
 

 
 

 
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Thursday, May 2nd 
7:00PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany. 
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