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Vice President- John Sobotka
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THEN – This 1943 WWII U.S. Army
Harley
Davidson,
Model
WLA
motorcycle is own by Ralph
Castiglione from Staten Island, NY
won “Best of Show” at this year’s
MTA Swap Meet. The Harley
Davidson WLA is a Harley-Davidson motorcycle
that was produced to US Army specifications in
the years during and around World War II. It was
based on an existing civilian model, the WL, and
is of the 45 solo-type, so called due to its 45cubic-inch engine displacement and single-rider
design. The same engine, in a slightly lower state
of tune, also powered the three-wheeled Servi-Car
(the "G" family), leading to the "solo" distinction.
Production of the WLA would cease after the war,
but would be revived for the Korean War during
the years 1949–1952.
NOWThe
1999
Harley
Davidson
MT500
motorcycle- It is rumored that Harley built just
around 500 MT500s for the US Military. The
design has an air-cooled 500cc single-cylinder
Rotax engine (made in Austria). It saw limited use
with militaries throughout the (former) British
Empire. Canada, Jordan and Britain used them in
limited numbers until phasing them out in 2000.
By the late 1990s, Harley-Davidson was looking
for a way to tap into the lucrative world of
military vehicles. The MT500 looked like a good
way to attract the richest military in the world,
the US Army. Alas, it was just at the time when
the entire US military, all of NATO, and many
other militaries around the world were switching
over to 100% diesel-fueled vehicles. There is
great logic in only having to stockpile one type of
fuel for every vehicle you have, and the 1999
Harley-Davidson MT500 ran on gasoline. The
hoped-for military contracts never materialized,
and Harley went back to what it does best:
building big V-twin cruisers.
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Military Transport Association
The MTA May 2nd 2019 Monthly Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by
President Al Mellini followed by Al leading the membership
with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of
silence.
President’s Report: Al welcomed and thanked all for
attending. Al announces that he wants to keep the meeting
short to allow time for the members to share comradery and
conversation.
Approval of minutes from March meeting: Motion
made by Pat Dolan, seconded by Bill Decker – Passes
unanimously!
Treasurer’s Report: Al presented the following financial
report from Treasurer Ginnie McDevitt:

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, JUNE 6TH 2019 AT THE WHIPPANY
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ.
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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Al presented to the club the current financials from
this year’s MTA Swap Meet, he pointed out that just about all
the outstanding invoices had been paid and that there might
be a couple of small charges not accounted for in the
following report. He expressed his opinion that although
Saturday turned out to be a great day for the club with the
weather being sunny but cool, the attendance was excellent.
Sunday’s weather was a complete disappointment with
steady rain all morning and temperatures in the low 40s.
Attendance was quite sparse, and with the weather forecast
being what it was for Sunday, many vendors and display
vehicles left on Saturday.

instance the grandstand areas was largely empty on Saturday
and completely empty of Sunday.
Fred proposed that next year we don’t rent as many
buildings as we did this year. Pat Dolan suggested that next
year we rent the poultry building and divide it in half, with
vendor spaces in one end and an area in the other end where
we can place and display military vehicles own by those who
do not want to risk their vehicles exposed to inclimate weather
(or a small pox epidemic, locus plague, earthquakes and
other natural disasters).
Signs: Al thanked those who parked their military vehicles in
strategic spots of the northern NJ area with large show signs
attached to them. These members were John Sobotka, Joe
Mastrosimone, Lew Campanile, and Fred Schlesinger’s
Water Buffalo.
Military Vehicle Display Field: Gary Schultz reported that
this year there were over 100 military vehicles in the display
field with an additional 25 military vehicles scattered
elsewhere in other areas of the show. This year the WWII
vehicles were moved from the reenactment area of the show
to the main display field.
Gary thanked John Sobotka and Ken Gardner for
their help in the display field, especially when the wind blew
away the display field tent (no this wasn’t considered a natural
disaster like a tornado).
Gary reported that we did have some nice reenactor
displays along the tree-line that borders the display field.
Saturday there was a fly-in of a 1966 Huey Helicopter that is
currently used by the New Jersey Forest Fire Service. After
the helicopter landed a nice display was erected with a
montage of pictures of the Huey in action when it was used in
Vietnam. Sunday, despite the terrible weather, we also had a
more modern rescue helicopter fly-in and land. (this was just
a drill in case we did have a natural disaster).
Gary reported the following awards that were
presented at the show on Saturday…Best of Show went to
Ralph Castiglione from Staten Island, NY for his 1943 Harley
Davidson WWII motorcycle…

Al then asked for the different show committees to
give a postmortem report on the positive and negative
aspects of their respective areas of the show.
Vendors: Fred Schlesinger reported that we sold more
individual spaces this year but had fewer vendors. There were
a few vendors who each purchased multiple spaces for this
year’s show, but canceled a few days before the show for a
variety of reasons (family emergencies, fear of small pox
epidemic, locus plague, earthquakes and other natural
disasters). These cancellations left large empty spots in some
of the buildings the club rents from the fairgrounds, for
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Mark Burghardt from Cedar Grove, NJ was awarded
Best World War II Vehicle for his November 1941 expertly
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restored Slat Grill MB Jeep. The 2019 MTA Swap Meet was
the first outing for this recently restored MB from Mark and his
father Al Burghardt, both long time members of the MTA.
Pastor John Roberts was awarded Best World War
II Display for his WWII Chaplain’s reenactment field tent setup
and WWII Chaplain’s Jeep. The Pastor offered communion to
those who were interested on Sunday morning.

Popcorn Sales: Sue Schlesinger reported that there was
$97 spent on popcorn supplies and the MTA made $591 in
popcorn sales. Sue reported that popcorn sales were a little
down this year.
Kitchen: Al summed up the food sales by reporting that he
cut back on food purchases when he heard the weather
forecast for Sunday. Food sales on Saturday were great, but
of course on Sunday food sales were poor. The menu was
the same as last year. Al wanted to thank Bill Decker for his
donation of cases of Pepsi. Al mentioned that we did have a
Good Humor ice cream truck at the swap meet this year, but
when he went to buy an ice cream on Sunday, the Good
Humor man said he had no ice cream because it was too cold
for sales.
There was a brief discussion among members about
the show. Al suggested that perhaps the club change the date
of the show to a time of the year when we would have a better
chance for warmer weather and a higher percentage of not
having rain then we do in April. That suggestion was
debunked by a few members who argue we have already
debated on this issue many times in the past and it was found
that late April was the best date where we had no conflicts
with other shows or events.
Pat Tipton had some suggested ideas on the venue
for next year’s show which will be discussed in future
meetings.
Jack Stuart congratulated the club that despite the
weather, the club still made a profit.
Upcoming Events- Ken Gardner reports that the parades
the MTA are contracted to do for July 4th are filling up nicely,
but there are still a few military vehicles needed for a couple
of parades. The MTA will did 10 parades on Memorial Day
Weekend. Please contact Ken at 973-714-2271, if you can
th

participate for the July 4 Parade schedule.

Table Set-up Committee- Art Swain reported that on
Thursday before the show there were 19 volunteers present
to set-up tables for the show. All tables were properly placed
according to the floor plan by 10:00am.
MTA Headquarters Table- Dave Steinert reported that the
HQ Table collected $385 of camping fees (the MTA pays a
$700 flat fee to the fairgrounds for camping). Approximately
14 or 15 members renewed their yearly membership. The HQ
table collected close to $700 in MTA merchandise.
Dave mentioned that there were many positive
comments from attendees about the show. Some of the
negative comments were, “Not as many vendors this year”
and “Didn’t see much advertising this year”.
MTA of NJ Newsletter

Bill Mckelvey informed members he would be
th
present at the Golden Spike 150 Anniversary Ceremony at
th
the Paterson Locomotive Museum on May 10 and May11th.
Bill will also be representing the MTA at the ceremony by
having MTA Membership forms available to attendees.
Jack McDevitt reports that both Frank Shane and
Tom Tanis continue to be busy doing TV and movie shoots
with their military vehicles.
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Jack also mentioned that on June 29 , there will be a
Veterans Appreciation Night at the Orange County Speed
way Fair Speedway. If members take their military vehicles to
the event they will be able to drive them around the racetrack.

Fred Castenschoild reports that the New Jersey
Triumph Association will be having their car show and picnic
for Veterans at the Lyons VA Hospital, Lyons, NJ. As in the
past, the MTA is again invited to join them at the event. In the
past, the MTA would hold their monthly July meeting at this
event and that is the plan for this year.
Fred made a request to the MTA to donate $500 to
share the cost of this event with the NJTA. Pat Dolan made a
motion and Russ Balliet seconded the motion. Passes
unanimously!

Attendance was down by about 1,000 from last year. While
we trimmed expenditures seeing the forecast, the revenue
from gate and food sales was much lower than our average
year. Accordingly, I can tell you after all expenses have been
accounted for, the Club made $4,070. Given the weather, I’m
happy that we even made that much.
There are too many members that worked hard to put
the show on for me to name them all. But I do want to thank
Bill Murphy our Clerk of the Works, Art Swain with his 19
team members on the Richard’s building table set up, Gary on
the display field, Dave at the headquarters table, Ginnie
counting the money, Fred trying to control the vendors, John
Traflet on his Scout lecture, Andy Sternick and Jim Mescher
on security, Jack Shuart and Frank Shane getting helicopters,
Pat Dolan and Dennis on signs, Joe Mastrosimone, Lew
Campanile and John Sobotka for using their trucks to hold
signs, and the 13 members that made the kitchen work. TO
EVERYONE THAT HELPED - THANK YOU!

Al

At this point Jack Pellington gave a short
presentation on some items he carried with him when on tour
st
in Vietnam while serving with the 1 Cavalry. One of these
items was a primitive banjo that he found in Vietnam and
carried with him wherever in went in Vietnam.
A short presentation was also given by Kris Czuj, who
is a representative for a overseas company that reproduces
the WWII German tracked mine called the Goliath. The
Goliath was a small remote control tracked vehicle that could
carry high explosives for destroying tanks and demolition of
buildings and bridges.

The cost of this neat little toy was prohibitive for most of us,
but would make an exciting attraction at our parades.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33pm

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Members, I thought I would give you a brief summary
of the Swap Meet finances. As you should already know, we
had challenging weather with cold temps and rain.
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email Dave
Steinert at dsteinert@mtaofnj.org.or call 973-347-9091.
For Sale: 1952 M38-A1 - Engine block MD24916. Came from California then
Utah which it was in storage for 40 years. All original with a little bit of rust in
the gas tank well. Engine turns over by hand. Really nice piece of history.
Good foundation for a restoration. $15,000.
Also a 1952 Strick Co. Trailer in good shape. Not from Utah. $2,000
for trailer.
Will make a package deal. Located in Central Pennsylvania 30
minutes from Penn State University.
(814) 684-2795 ask for Marty
For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 34252. Currently registered
and inspected in New York State. Comes with Army radio, mounted machine
gun (disabled firearm) w/ mount and cartridges, trailer, plastics to go over
vehicle (no photo included, but available at request) as well as two large
boxes of extra parts. Vehicle has always been garage kept. Buyer is
responsible for pick-up or to arrange for shipment for out of town sales. This
vehicle has not been cut. Asking $18,000. Located in Pine Island NY.Please
contact Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or Vince - 845-728-9191.
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has incorrect
M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with 1 pin cross
welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with one practice round (inert)
in a newer tared tube. And a wooden ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will
take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933
For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver @
973-627-9448.
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern Rim. Call
Bob @ . 201-226-9289

Saturday, April 27, 2019:
Sussex County Fairgrounds
Military Vehicle Display and Sway Meet.

Today 25 Scouts were invited to a lecture from MTA
member John Traflet. In two groups totaling 25 Scouts, the
lectures (about 40 minutes each) included information on the
MTA and it's functions, the US Flag, the 'birthdays' of each
branch of military service, the current birthday celebration of
the 18th US President (US Grant) at Grants Tomb in NY,
short stories on Marine basic training and Vietnam.
Information also included facts on the US Revolution and Civil
War; plus little known famous women in US history. Each
lecture concluded with learning new languages in Latin
"Sempre Fidelis, Manderin Chinese "Gung Ho" and of course
the origins of "OOH RAH".
The Scouts were attentive, courteous, and seemed to
enjoy the information. Afterwards, during a foto shoot they
repeated the info to show they had retained some interesting
facts about their own US History.

Parsippany, NJ.
Harold and his wife Lisa have been a big part of the
club since that first meeting. His knowledge of the WWII Jeep
and all things associated with WWII has inspired others who
have also been infected with the dreaded olive drab fever.
When I was growing up in Parsippany in the 1960s,
living only a mile or so from Harold, I would often see him
driving his WWII Jeep around the neighborhood and I would
often wonder…who is that crazy dude? Of course, back
then…little did I know that someday I would be driving my
own WWII Jeep around my neighborhood…and wondering if
the kids were thinking the same thing as I did about Harold.
Did Harold plant a seed in my young mind back then?
Over the years Harold has been so supportive of me
since I took on the position of editor of the MTA newsletter.
He has personally contributed many articles to its content and
he is always there with words of encouragement and praise.
He is truly a good friend…thank you Harold!

Random Photos from the Show…

A clear success
Sempre Fi.
John Traflet

The “Ole Geezer” Finally gets his Recognition
at the 2019 MTA Swap Meet
By Dave Steinert

At this year’s MTA Swap Meet, the MTA presented
Harold “the Ole Geezer” Ratzburg with a plaque to
commemorate his many years of dedication and service to
the MTA.
Harold, who will be turning 90 years old, is a Veteran
of the Korean War era and one of the original founding
members of the Military Transport Association. In fact, the
very first meeting of the MTA was held at Harold’s home in
MTA of NJ Newsletter
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More on Military Dump Trucks from Yuma, AZ…
The attached photos show a M817WW 5-ton dump
truck I used to own “in service”. Hauling snow in winter was a
major activity for this truck. The tailgate is set in its “quarry
truck” mode so the load slides over it. The M818 is capable of
raising the body to almost 90 degrees which facilitates getting
stubborn loads out.
The tailgate can also be configured to pivot from the
top. In addition chains are provided on the body to limit the
amount that the gate will swing out which will facilitate
spreading gravel as illustrated rather than dump the load in a
pile and use another machine to spread it out.
The relevant information on how to operate the dump
body and the tailgate is TM 9-2320-260-10.
Phil Francis Yuma, AZ

MTA of NJ Newsletter
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P.O. Box 391
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, June 6th
7:00PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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