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MTA 2019 Officers and Key Committee Heads 
 

President- Al Mellini 
Tel: 973-723-2166                email: albert.mellini@gmail.com 
 

Vice President- John Sobotka 
Tel: 862-266-6284                    email: jjsobotka@hotmail.com 
 

Recording Secretary- Carolyn Hoffman 
Tel: 862-763-0508                        email: ch2112@gmail.com 

Treasurer -Ginnie McDevitt 
Tel: 845-987-7896                        email: 

 

Sergeant at Arms-Andrew Salzano 
Tel: 973-831-0920                        
 

Membership Chairman- Fred Schlesinger 
Tel:908-617-5066                          email: fred@mtaofnj.us 
       

Newsletter Editor- Dave Steinert 
Tel: 973-347-9091                 email: dsteinert@mtaofnj.org. 
 

Parade Coordinator- Ken Gardner 
Tel: 973-714-2271               email: mtanjevents@gmail.com 
 

Swap Meet Chairman- Bill Murphy 
Tel: 973-803-9725                     email: bmurph411@gmail.com 
 

Webmaster- Rudy Garbely 
Tel: 973-800-9251                      email:rgarbely@gmail.com 
 

 
                                         

 

 
THEN- Although no autonomous 

vehicles were universally employed by 

the U.S. or its Allies during WWII, the 

Goliath was a name given to two 

German unmanned ground track 

vehicles, that were disposable and 

used in the demolition of enemy 

vehicles and targets during World War II. One model 

was electrically powered and the other petrol-engine 

powered. They were known as beetle tanks. to the 

Allies. Employed by the German Wehrmacht during the 

war, they carried 130 or 220 lbs. of high explosives, 

depending on the model, and were intended to be used 

for multiple purposes, such as destroying tanks, 

disrupting dense infantry formations, and the 

demolition of buildings or bridges. Goliaths were single-

use vehicles that were destroyed by the detonation of 

their warhead. 
 

 
 

Goliaths were used on all fronts where the 

Wehrmacht fought, beginning in early 1942. Although a 

total of 7,564 Goliaths were produced, the single-use 

weapon was not considered a success due to high unit 

cost, low speed (just above 6 miles per hour, poor 

ground clearance, the vulnerable control cable, and 

thin armor which could not protect the vehicle from 

small-arms fire. Mostly, they failed to reach their target 

although the effect was considerable when they did.  

Large numbers of Goliaths were captured by the 

Allies. Although they were examined with interest by 

Allied intelligence, they were seen as having little 

military value. Some were used by the United States 

Army Air Force as aircraft tugs, although they quickly 

broke down as the disposable vehicles were not 

designed for sustained use.  

The Goliath did help lay the foundation for post-

war advances in remote controlled vehicle 

technologies. 

NOW- As part of its ongoing quest to transform into a 

more modern fighting force, the US Army has 

purchased a new line of autonomous vehicles, which 

will soon aid soldiers in Afghanistan. 

Created by Lockheed Martin, the Squad Mission 

Support System (SMSS) is “the largest autonomous 

vehicle to ever be deployed with infantry,” said 

Lockheed in announcement released today. The SMSS 

is 11 feet long (about one foot shorter than a Mini 

Cooper), and is capable of carrying up to half a ton of 

equipment, a feature that will help ease the often 

heavy loads of soldiers on the ground. 

On top of its load-carrying abilities, the SMSS 

also has a remote range of up to 125 miles, and can run 

in three different control modes: supervised autonomy, 

tele-operation or manually driven. Once deployed, the 

SMSS uses GPS to navigate on its own, as well as 

onboard sensors that can 

“lock on and follow any 

person by recognizing 

their digital 3-D profile. 

The SMSS is 

currently being testing in 

Afghanistan, as part of 

the Army’s Military Utility 

Assessment, which determine how well the SMSS 

works in on an actual battlefield.  
Of course, the US military uses a wide variety of 

robots, including a variety of anti-IED bots, and more 

than 7000 aerial drones. 
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THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1st 2019 AT THE WHIPPANY 
AMERICAN LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. 
MEETING BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE 
EARLY FOR PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!AT  
 

 

 

Military Transport Association 
 

The MTA July 14th 2019 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting was called to order at about 1:15 pm by MTA 
President and new Recording Secretary Al Mellini. The 
meeting was held on the grass at the Lyons VA Hospital 
picnic pavilion. The Pledge of Allegiance had been done 
earlier so he called for a Moment of Silence. Sergeant of 
Arms Andy Salzano wasn’t there nor was Carolyn Hoffman 
or Dave Steinert so he got stuck with taking the minutes 
while trying to avoid anyone passing out from the heat.  

A motion to approve the minutes from the June 
meeting was made by Fred Schlesinger and seconded by 
Ben Cave.  Al told the sweating crowd that he wanted to have 
a very short meeting dealing just with donations so everyone 
could get the Italian Ice before it melted.  (it was not to be).  Al 
gave the financial report and noted that the ending month 
balance was the highest in Club history. The income from 
June was from the Memorial Day parades and vehicles in 
movies. At that point, Frank Shane made a comment greatly 
praising Jack McDevitt for his superb work on the movie 
shoots.  All members agreed with Frank.  Al nominated Frank 
as the president of the Jack McDevitt Adoration Society. 

Gary Schultz reminded everyone that the Club was 
trying to get a head count for a bus to the MVPA Convention 
in York, PA on August 8.  Please let him know and make sure 
you bring your MVPA Membership card as it gets you into the 
event for free. Al mentioned that the Sussex County 
Fairgrounds is looking for 5 jeeps for an Army recruiting and 
fitness display at the NJ State Fair from August 3rd to the 
11

th
.  The jeeps will be under Army security but not protected 

from the weather. So far, Al has 3 jeeps but needs two more. 
Al sent a message to the MTA List on the details. 

Donations from the June meeting were handled next.  

The $750 donation from JP (John Parrinello) for Wheelers 

for the Wounded was approved on second reading. Gary 
Schultz’s $870 donation to the 421st Fighter Squadron was 
approved on second reading. 

Gary then requested a new donation for $500 for the 
NJ Air Force Reserve. A motion made by Bed Cave and 
seconded by Tom McHugh. Approved! Tom McHugh then 
made a donation request for $500 for the 112 Field Artillery 
out of Morristown. Motion by Terry Weaver and seconded by 
Ben Cave. Approved!  John Sobotka then made a donation 
request for $1000 for food for Sven’s Picnic (which is August 
3). Motioned by Pat Dolan and seconded by Bill Dekker. 
Approved! John Sobotka then mentioned that the Toys-for-
Tots program which we help with was recognized by the 
Marines as the #1 program in the country for 2018. John then 
started to talk about the 2019 program but was shut down by 
Al because it was too hot to talk about Santa Claus. Al 
mentioned he had delivered $360 worth of beverages to the 

National Guard at Picatinny Arsenal for their July 10 picnic.  
Al mentioned he was making a $250 donation to the 
Rockaway Borough FD to reserve their picnic field for the 
Sept 15 MTA picnic (mark your calendars). Tim Swanick 
mentioned that he was working with his sister for a donation 
TO THE CLUB from General Dynamics. Very cool! Thanks 
Tim! 

As Al was the only person in the sun, he made a 
motion for someone to give him suntan lotion. No one 
seconded it so he continued to bake.  

After this frenzy of requests, Frank Shane said that 
the Club should appoint a Donation Committee to vet the 
requests and bring them to the Club. Al told him he would 
consider the request. Chris Mee mentioned that his website 
was available to Club members to organize vehicles in 
movies. 

Just before he passed out from the heat and all the 
Italian Ice melted, Al reminded the members of the August 
schedule: 

Thursday, August 1
st

, MTA Monthly Meeting at the 
Whippany Legion Hall, 7:30pm. 
Saturday, August 3rd, Sven’s Picnic. 
Thursday, August 8th MVPA trip to Convention. 
Stay tuned for details.   
August 3-11 NJ State Fair at Sussex Fairgrounds 
 

Al then closed the meeting with motion by John and 
seconded by Tim whereby we all headed for the pavilion and 
the ice. 
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THE FIRST MILITARY AMPHIBIAN VEHICLE 
THE AQUA-CHEETAH 

By Harold ‘the Ole Geezer’ Ratzburg 
(Reprinted and updated from the October 2011 Motor Pool 

Messenger) 
 

Once upon a time, way back in the ancient days of 
the Military Transportation Association's adolescence, 
approximately 1974 A.D., the very first issue of Army Motors 

Magazine was published. It was 
Vol. 1, No. 1, and on its cover was 
a photo of Aqua-Cheetah No. 1, 
the first of its kind. 

The Aqua-Cheetah was a 
proto-type vehicle made by the 
Amphibian Car Company of 
Buffalo, N. Y. Subsequent 
vehicles were based on the ½-ton 
Dodge Command cars (upgraded 
to use 3/4 ton CC), and it was 
amphibious. The photo shown 
was taken in 1941 at Fort Belvoir, 
VA. What makes the photo 

interesting to us now, is that Aqua-Cheetah No 1, the vehicle 
in the photo, has shown up recently, in person, after 70 years. 

Dan Janquitto, (MVPA No. 215) of Beachwood 
Canvas fame (because he is the owner), heard of old No. 1 
being in a wooded area outside Buffalo, NY, and after 
extensive negotiations, finally made the purchase and had the 
vehicle hauled home. 

The vehicle was designed and built by a man named 
Roger W. Hofheins who noted that a war was in the offering 
and that three-quarters of the world was covered by water 
and had the vision of amphibious vehicles for the US Army 
before the designs of the GPA Jeep, the Dodge truck and the 
DUKW. I guess that his idea may have even lead to these 
later designs.  
 

 
 

The Brunn Body Works, builder of the Pierce Arrow 
automobiles, put together 14 of these experimental vehicles 
and Roger went through a good deal of trouble and expense 

to demonstrate the prototypes to the US Army and foreign 
dignitaries from as far away as China. 

The demonstrations were recorded on film and really 
show the versatility of the vehicle hauling Generals and other 
big shots around in the water and on dry land. When I visited 
Dan to take pictures of his latest pride and joy for this article, 
Dan showed me the film and I have to admit that the part I 
enjoyed most was when Hofheins, with a load of Generals, 
drove up out of the water and got the Cheetah stuck in the 
mud by the river bank. The generals were irritated at having 
to climb out of the truck by going over the side, and the 
expressions on their faces as they jumped into the mud with 
their shiny low quarter shoes tickled my heart. 
  

 
 

Thinking about it, you know, that might be the real 
reason that Hofheins didn't get an Army contract. We know 
how "testy" Generals can get sometimes. But I digress----
back to the Aqua-Cheetah. 

Hofheins built 14 of the experimental vehicles and at 
least one of them was shipped to England for trials. Of the 14, 
there are only two known to be still in existence, and Dan 
Janquitto of Beachwood Canvas is the proud owner of both of 
them. 

 

 
 

Ted Bromage, one of the Charter Members of the 
MTA (No. 117C), was the first to acquire one, and it was then 
in good enough condition that he could drive it into his 
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garage. At the time, he chased down Roger who lent him all 
the blueprints and films and allowed Peter Berendsen (MVPA 
No. 147) to photograph his scrapbook. Ted's priorities 
changed, as it does with so many of us collectors and he 
traded it to Dan, mostly in crates of parts, motor, and body. 

That Cheetah body now stands on end in a corner of 
the Beachwood Canvas works and the parts are still in crates. 
Dan’s restoration efforts have been slowed by his priority of 

running and operating the 
Beachwood Canvas 
business. 

However recently, 
when Dan heard about 
Cheetah No. 1 being for 
sale, his collector instincts 
came to fore again and he 
completed the purchase. 
The Cheetah is in pretty 
rough condition as you can 
see from the photos. Dan 
feels that he has two 
options, one of them is to 
spend the time and the 
money (which would be a 
lot) and rebuild the vehicle 
for display, or just leave it 

like it is so that people can see the real thing as it was built 
and what 70 years of use and neglect can do to a piece of 
automotive history.  

My personal feeling is that completing the restoration 
of the Bromage Cheetah and then parking it next to the old 
Cheetah No. 1, left at its current condition, would make for an 
interesting display. 
While Ted Bromage was working on his Cheetah, (it was 
number 13, Model XAC-2, upgraded by the factory to a ¾-ton 

version) he did extensive 
research and made closer 
acquaintance of Roger 
Hofheins himself. Ted 
made the arrangements 
and Hofheins came to a 
meeting of the MTA and 
spoke to us (about six 
weeks before his untimely 
passing) to tell us about 
some of the problems 

with dealing with the US Army and designing and building a 
prototype vehicle. 

For instance, it was not easy to move the headlights 
from one spot to another on an existing vehicle, but you will 
notice that it was done on No. 1 and No. 13, where the lights 
are relocated from the front of the hull to a higher location on 
the top of the hull just in front of the windshield. Forming the 
curved sections of the hull was also something that the 
average machine shop could not handle, but that was no 
challenge to the firm that made Pierce Arrows. 

I Googled "Amphibian Car Company" to see if I could 
come up with any more information on this Military vehicle of 
WWII and surprisingly, Google came back with about 760 
references to Amphibian cars, but after checking about 250 of 
them, I got just plain tired and quit, since none of them 

referred to Amphibians that far back. I had better luck by 
Google-ing "Aqua-Cheetah Amphibian", so if you are 
interested in knowing more about the vehicle, try that. One of 
the sites shows the Aqua Cheetah swimming in its try-outs for 
the US Army and other Foreign Dignitaries. 

 

 
  

 

http://www.mvpa.org
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For those MTA Members who cannot make it to the 
MVPA Convention in York, PA on Thursday, August 
8th, here is the schedule for Friday and Saturday. 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

FRIDAY AUGUST 9TH 

 

8:00 AM Vehicle displays and vendor areas open 
 

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Q&A about AM General 
military vehicles 

Andy Hove,President/CEO of AM General - Arena 
conference room A 

 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM White Scout Car special 

interest group 
Randy Canova -Arena conference room A 

 
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM US Half-tracks Special 

Interest Group 
Kevin Lockwood- Arena conference room A 

 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM How to deal with legislative 

issues 
Kevin Lockwood -Arena conference room A 

 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM GMC CCKW Special Interest 

Group 
Bob Rubino - Arena conference room A 

 
5:00 PM Closing Friday August 9, 2019 

SATURDAY AUGUST 10TH 

 

8:00 AM Vehicle displays and vendor areas open 

 

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Dodge WWII military vehicles 

special interest group 

Phil Huffman - Arena conference room A 

 

1:00 PM Transcontinental Motor Convoy 2019 Pass 

in Review 

Viewed from the Grandstands 

 

Time TBA Truck Pull and Slow Race 

Viewed from the Grandstands 

 

4:00 PM Event Closes 

 

 
 

To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please 
email Dave Steinert at dsteinert@mtaofnj.org.or call 973-
347-9091. 
 

For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 
34252. Currently registered and inspected in New York State. 
Comes with Army radio, mounted machine gun (disabled 
firearm) w/ mount and cartridges, trailer, plastics to go over 
vehicle (no photo included, but available at request) as well 
as two large boxes of extra parts.  Vehicle has always been 
garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to arrange for 
shipment for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been cut. 
Asking $18,000. Located in Pine Island  NY.Please contact 

Lodzia - 845-258-4493 or Vince - 845-728-9191. 

 
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 
sight. Has incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The 
tube is original with 1 pin cross welded and a dummy cup 
welded on. Comes with one practice round (inert) in a newer 
tared tube. And a wooden ammo crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will 

take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk Stinson 862-209-0933 

For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom 
Weaver @ 973-627-9448.

 
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt 

Pattern Rim. Call Bob @ .  201-226-9289 
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Military Transport Association 
P.O. Box 391 

Budd Lake, NJ 07828 
 

 
 

 
 

The next MTA monthly meeting  
will be held on Thursday, August 1st 
7:00PM at the Whippany American  
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany. 
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