MTA 2019 Officers and Key Committee Heads
President- Al Mellini
Tel: 973-723-2166

email: albert.mellini@gmail.com

Vice President- John Sobotka
Tel: 862-266-6284
THEN- The G-890 Truck, 1 1⁄4-ton, 4×4,
Kaiser Jeep M715, sometimes called
the "Five quarter (ton)", for its 1 ¼-ton
payload rating, is an American light
military truck, based on the civilian
Jeep
Gladiator.
Design
and
development for the M715 began in
1965, intended to replace the Dodge
M37. In a departure from its purpose-built predecessor,
the M715 was the first "M"-series U.S. tactical vehicle to
use primarily commercial components; the first in a
series of militarized commercial off-the-shelf (COTS)
vehicle procurements.
Aside from the basic M715 cargo/troop carrier,
the M715 series included the M724 bare cab and
chassis, usually combined with a contact maintenance
utility tool body, M725 ambulance, and M726 telephone
maintenance utility tool body variants, all 1-1/4 ton, 4×4.
From 1967 to 1969, between 30,500 and 33,000 trucks
were produced at the Toledo, Ohio, plant. The M-715
family saw service in the Vietnam War, but was
considered underpowered and fragile, compared to the
purpose-built Dodge M37 tactical trucks it was intended
to replace. From 1976 onwards, the U.S. military
replaced the M715 series with the Dodge M880 series,
again a 1-1/4 ton militarized COTS truck.
NOW- The HMMWV was designed primarily for personnel
and light cargo transport behind front lines, not as a
front line fighting vehicle. Like the previous jeep, the
basic HMMWV has no armor or protection against
chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear threats.
Nevertheless, losses were relatively low in conventional
operations, such as the Gulf War. Vehicles and crews
suffered considerable damage and losses during the
Battle of Mogadishu in 1993 due to the nature of the
urban engagement. However, the chassis survivability
allowed the majority of those crews to return to safety,
though the HMMWV was never designed to offer
protection against intense small arms fire, much less
machine guns and rocket-propelled grenades. With the
rise of asymmetric warfare and low intensity conflicts,
the HMMWV was pressed into service in urban combat
roles for which it was not originally intended.

THE NEXT MTA MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 3RD 2019 AT THE WHIPPANY AMERICAN
LEGION, LEGION PLACE, WHIPPANY, NJ. MEETING
BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:00PM. GET THERE EARLY FOR
PIZZA AND OTHER ITALIAN DELICACIES!
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Military Transport Association
The MTA September 5th 2019 Monthly Meeting
Minutes
The meeting was called to order at about 7:00PM by
MTA President Al Mellini. Sergeant at Arms Andrew
Salzano led the membership inThe Pledge of Allegiance
followed by a moment of silence.
Approval of Minutes for August – NOTE: in the minutes
was the first reading of the donation for Tunnels to Towers
($1,500). Approval of minutes approves donation. Motion
Made by Pat Dolan, seconded by Dennis Vecchiarelli.
Passes unanimously.
Some members have requested MTA magnets to
put on vehicles. Al suggests we purchase some to make
available to members. Andy Sternick had ordered large
magnets, this is for smaller ones (6” or so in diameter). Al
would like to price out magnets and report back to the club.
Donations: Tunnels to Towers approved. Al changed the
donation request for the Rockaway Fire Department from
$250 to $300 to include propane. No objections.
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Lead East Car Show – Pat Dolan thanked all the members
who attended. Club was there for 4 days, with Santa on
Sunday to collect for the Marines Toys for Tots Foundation.
Estimated $2200 was collected and handed directly to the
Marines. Pat would like to explore doing a morning and an
evening shift to allow more people to attend.
Treasurer’s Report: As reported by Al.

Events: Touch a Truck, Sept 8, Whippany Railway Museum.
Picnic in Rockaway on September 15, 11 am to 3 pm.
Touch a Truck, Sept 28, West Orange Farmer’s
Market

Parades: This year we made $6550 plus $500 for Clifton.
Ken Gardner has put a tremendous amount of effort into
the job as Parade Chairman! Thank you very much!
Veterans’ Day Parade on November 3 in Clifton – need 5
trucks.
2019 MVPA Convention, York, PA: 10 or so MTA members
attended. Thursday was MVPA members only, with ID
needed. Many vendors were in attendance. Pat Dolan
mentions that we should never be embarrassed by our
Swap Meet, we have more vendors and more things for
sale.
MTA Picnic in Rockaway: Will be rescheduled in event of
rain, date TBD. Al has a ton of food planned, bring vehicles
and FAMILY! Tim Swanick says trucks are very welcome,
they drive fire trucks in the field all the time. There is a trail,
but Jeeps only, large trucks probably won’t fit.
Elections: Gary Schultz coordinating. Nominations: Al
Mellini (Pres), John Sobotka(VP), Anita Roberts (Sec)
and Ginnie McDevitt (Treas.). Jonathan Berkemeyer has
put his name in for Vice President. Ballots must be handed
in at October 3rd meeting, or postmarked by October 3rd.
OMS7 Report – Pat Dolan: Pat Tipton is doing YouTube
videos on rewiring WWII Jeeps, so it seemed appropriate to
do a presentation on this as well.
For the Good of the Club: Pat Tipton wants to propose
another trail ride, Gary Shultz will work on helping
coordinate for October.
Motion to Adjourn: Made by Terry Weaver, seconded by
Jack White.
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The 2019 MTA Picnic
By Gary Schultz
Sunday September 15th was a bright sunny day and
perfect weather for the MTA barbecue and picnic at Rockaway
Fireman's Field.
A big thanks goes out to Tim Swanick and his wife for
helping to secure the Rockaway Fireman's Field, which proved
to be an excellent venue with overhead covered picnic tables,
barbecue facilities and restrooms.
The event was well
attended with approximately
45 attendees including MTA
members and their families.
Great turnout of approximately
military vehicles with 15 Jeeps
and trucks.
At 1:30pm the trail ride
commenced riding along the
old Morris Canal towpath and
alongside
the
Rockaway
River. The path was narrow
and suitable for Jeep size vehicles mostly. Tim Swanick led the
way in his MB Jeep, with five 5 more Jeeps following.
As happens on many off road trail rides, there are
mishaps and breakdowns, which is part of the adventure. This
trail ride was no different. Tom Weaver had a minor hiccup with
fuel delivery on his M38 during the towpath portion of the trail
ride, but the Jeep easily recovered from the fuel problem.
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Tim took the team on the second trail ride running along power
line access paths. This second trail ride was much bumpier and
required 4WD low range to navigate steep hills and many rocks and
boulders along the way.

Another misadventure on my behalf happened during my
inadvertent turn into a mud bog, where I buried my 1945 GPW Jeep
up to its axles in deep mud. Chris VanOrden was riding shotgun with
me and we thought for sure we were going to have to jump out into
the deep mud and attach tow straps, but with steady attention to
maneuvering and rocking my 75 year-old GPW back and forth, I was
able to extradite this old warhorse out of the mud bog without having
to get out and attach tow straps! That's how four wheeling's done! (Of
course this mud bog adventure also resulted in almost 2 hours of
power washing when I got home).

The “Black Jeep” of the Family
The G-890 Truck, 1 1⁄4-ton, 4×4, Kaiser Jeep M715
By David Steinert
The Kaiser Jeep was the result of the merger between
the Kaiser Motors, an independent automaker based in Willow
Run, Michigan, and the Toledo, Ohio-based Willys-Overland
Company.
All in all, an excellent day enjoyed by all, hope we can repeat it
again soon. We look forward to more members joining us on the
Saturday, October 19th Fall Foliage trail ride starting with breakfast at
Yetters diner at 9 a.m.

Be sure to reach out to myself at 973-207-8955 or Chris
VanOrden at 973-271-6014 to get your name and head count on the
October 19th breakfast and trail ride list!
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It originated as the Kaiser-Fraser Corporation in 1947 as
the result of a partnership between automobile executive
Joseph W. Frazer and industrialist Henry J. Kaiser. In 1947, the
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company acquired the automotive assets of Graham-Paige, of
which Frazer had become president near the end of World War
II. Kaiser-Frazer was the only new US automaker to achieve
success after World War II, if only for a few years. When Frazer
left in 1951, the company renamed itself the Kaiser Motors
Corporation.

Going it alone, Henry J. Kaiser pursued a merger
between Kaiser Motors and Willys-Overland, which was
arranged in 1953. Kaiser's finances ultimately dictated that he
could no longer compete with the established manufacturers in
the passenger car business in the U.S., but he saw value in
Willys' Jeep line. The Willys-Overland Company, founded by
John North Willys had survived World War II by producing the
Jeep vehicle for the armed forces, and Jeep was considered
the crown jewel of Willys-Overland.
In 1955, Kaiser phased out both the Kaiser and Willys
passenger car lines, and shipped the dies to Argentina where
the joint venture with the Argentina Government owned
Industrias Kaiser Argentina (IKA) continued to build cars
through 1977 when Renault took over.

Under the name "Willys Motors", the Jeep-based truck
line continued in the United States including the CJ (Civilian
Jeep) Series, all steel Willys Jeep Wagon (station wagon) and
Jeep Forward Control FC-150 and FC-170 models that were
introduced in 1957. In 1962, Willys introduced the Jeep
Wagoneer as a 1963 model to replace the 1940s-style Jeep
station wagons. Designed by industrial designer Brooks
Stevens, the Wagoneer (later known as the Grand Wagoneer)
would remain in production with the major architecture totally
unchanged until 1991, and is credited with being the first true
American sport utility vehicle (SUV). Also, in 1962, the original
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Jeep Gladiator Full-sized pickup truck was introduced to
replace the old Willys Jeep Truck.

In 1963, as part of a general push to place all of their
corporate holdings under the Kaiser name, the company
changed the name of Willys Motors to Kaiser Jeep Corporation.
Design and development for an offering of an
American light military truck by the Kaiser Jeep Corporation
began in 1965. The result being the G-890 Truck,1 1⁄4-ton, 4×4,
Kaiser Jeep M715, sometimes called the "Five quarter (ton)",
for its 1 ¼-ton payload rating, and was based on the civilian
Jeep Gladiator.

The M715 were designed to replace the Dodge M37
series ¾ ton trucks which had been in military service since
1950. The M715 was the first 'M' series tactical vehicle to use
primarily civilian commercial components. The first contract
was awarded to Kaiser Jeep on March 21, 1966 for 20,680
examples of M715 cargo and M725 ambulance versions at
approximately $4,400 per truck. They were delivered between
January, 1967 and May, 1969. By the end of production over
35,000 vehicles had been produced for the US military.
In December, 1969, 43 prototypes of an improved
M715 were ordered by the Army, these being in competition
with the Chevrolet XM705 1¼ ton truck design. In the end
neither model was selected by the Army. The M715 trucks were
phased out of military service in the mid 1970's and replaced
by the CUCV series.
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Aside from the basic M715 cargo/troop carrier, the
M715 series included the M724 bare cab and chassis, usually
combined with a contact maintenance utility tool body, the
M725 ambulance, and the M726 telephone maintenance utility
tool body variants, all 1 ¼-ton, 4×4.

Specifications.












From 1967 to 1969, between 30,500 and 33,000 trucks
were produced at the Toledo, Ohio, plant. The M-715 family
saw service in the Vietnam War, but was considered
underpowered and fragile, compared to the purpose-built
Dodge M37 tactical trucks it was intended to replace.








Length: 209.75 inches without winch / 220.75 inches with
winch
Width: 85 inches
Height:
o At bed (with cargo cover installed) 87.7 inches
o At cab 75 inches, reducible to 59 inches
Weights:
o Gross weight 8,400 lbs.
o Payload 2,500 lbs. off-road / 3,000 lbs. on-road
o Net weight 5,500 lbs. without winch / 6,000 lbs.
with winch
Engine: Inline 6-cyl, 230.5ci overhead camshaft
Horsepower: 132.5 hp (98.8 kW)
Transmission: Warner T-98 four-speed, synchronized
Transfer case: New Process NP200 two-range, 1.91:1 low
range
Axles:
o front: Dana 60
o rear: Dana 70 full-floating
o ratio: 5.87:1
Electrical system: 24 volt utilizing two 12 volt batteries in
series
Brakes: Hydraulic, 4-wheeled drum
Fuel type: gas
Fuel capacity: 28 US gal
Top speed: 55 mph
Turning radius: 28 feet
Tires: 9.00 × 16 8-ply

From 1976 onwards, the U.S. military replaced the
M715 series with the Dodge M880 series, again a 1 ¼-ton
militarized COTS truck. Kia currently produces an M715-type
vehicle named the KM450 for the South Korean Army on
license from the U.S. government. India's Tata/Vectra is also
entering an M715 type vehicle as a candidate for the Indian
Army's LSV requirement.
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Defending Freedom's Frontier"
...in a Jeep M715
By: Craig Houghtaling
In 1969, I was assigned to a small U.S. Army Air
Defense detachment in the very north end of South Korea. My
unit operated a remote Hawk Missile radar site, located in the
mountains about 7 miles from the Korean DMZ. Our site
occupied the very top of Hill 468, a mountaintop overlooking
North Korea on one side, and Camp Red Cloud on the
other. Camp Red Cloud (known as "CRC") was the base camp
for I-corps Headquarters (Metioned frequently in the movie and
series of MASH).
Because of the small size of our unit (only 18) we didn't have
our own base camp, so we occupied a spare Quonset hut
inside of a small M.A.S.H. compound named Camp Mosier,
which was tucked into the foothills, a few miles north of
CRC. (This was the real location where the story of MASH
takes place). This was where we spent our off duty time, and
it was a very laid back arrangement as life in the "medical
community" was truly relaxed, which meant we could come
and go as we pleased, and we didn't have to deal with all the
security and protocol that went along with the "Brass" at I-corps
HQ.
After my first jarring ride up "The Hill" in the back of a Ducean-a-half (trying desperately to hang on to the fold down
wooden troop seats, that were bouncing up and down, ...as the
truck was bouncing down and up), I could see that the front
seat was the place to be. Since I was the highest ranking NCO
in my unit when I arrived, all I needed to do was assign myself
as one of our two primary drivers (besides, I love to drive
anyway), so the next day I was in the driver's seat. Little did I
know at the time, this would provide me with many
opportunities to explore this picturesque "story book" like
country.
CRC was situated at the base of the foothills and was the
nearest base camp with a motor pool, so we used their facility
to store and service our four vehicles; an M151-A1, two "Ducean-a-halfs" (2½ ton M35), and my personal favorite, a nearly
new 1968 "5-Quarter" (M715), which I soon found out was by
far the best of the bunch, so it became the "daily driver" for my
shift. It held the whole relief crew, and with a layer of sandbags
in the bed, didn't ride too badly and still had no problem pulling
the steep grades to The Hill.
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To add or remove listings from the Classifieds, please email Dave
Steinert at dsteinert@mtaofnj.org.or call 973-347-9091.
Parts For Sale- 230 CI M725 motor, ran when pulled, burns oil $200,
M725 litter racks-best offer, M725 Rear doors, some dents, no rust
$200 for the pair, M715 windshield frame, minor surface rust $150,
NOS in packing Southwind heater for M725 possible M-43 best offer,
M37 windshield frame outer only $75, M725-M715 rims with lock rings
–make offer. Many more items available, too many to list. Call for more
information. Call Matt Ziegler, cell 973-445-3890, email :
Mattrziegler@gmail.com
For Sale: 1964 Ford M151, current Odometer: 34252. Currently
registered and inspected in New York State. Comes with Army radio,
mounted machine gun (disabled firearm) w/ mount and cartridges,
trailer, plastics to go over vehicle (no photo included, but available at
request) as well as two large boxes of extra parts. Vehicle has always
been garage kept. Buyer is responsible for pick-up or to arrange for
shipment for out of town sales. This vehicle has not been cut. Asking
$18,000. Located in Pine Island NY. Please contact Lodzia - 845258-4493 or Vince - 845-728-9191.
For Sale: Replica 81mm mortar. M1 tube and bi-pod. M4 sight. Has
incorrect M23A1 two piece base (Nam era?). The tube is original with
1 pin cross welded and a dummy cup welded on. Comes with one
practice round (inert) in a newer tared tube. And a wooden ammo
crate. Asking $3000.00 . Will take a M35a2 ring mount in trade. Kirk
Stinson 862-209-0933
For Sale: I have many Jeep and M37 parts for sale, call Tom Weaver
@ 973-627-9448.
Wanted : Rims for a Ford F250 16" x 6" 8-Lug (6.6") Bolt Pattern Rim.
Call Bob @ . 201-226-9289

Page 7

October 2019

Military Transport Association
P.O. Box 391
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
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The next MTA monthly meeting
will be held on Thursday, October 3rd
7:00PM at the Whippany American
Legion Hall, Legion Place, Whppany.
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